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The family are communicants of the Cath- 
olic church. 

In his youth Mr. Kelley had very 
limited opportunities for acquiring an edu- 
cation or to gain a start in life. He says 
that when he came to Danville he had noth- 
ing but his health. That condition is a strong 
contrast to his present financial standing, 
for he today ranks among the wealthy men 
of this state. -411 this is dtte to his business 
ability, his enterprise and unremitting la- 
bor. His life has ever been a very busy one 
and that he has advanced beyond others 
on the road to success is due not to any in- 
herited fortune or to a cornbination of lucky 
circumstances, but is the direct rest&. of the 
exercise of qualities which may be culti- 
vated by all. His wealth has come to him 
from the discrimination and utilization of 
0:pporturrity and the most envious cannot 
grudge him his success, so honorably has it 
been won and so worthily used is it. 

SA&lUEi, W. RXUM. 

The three essential elements of success 
windustry, energy and ,intelligence-may 
be acquired by all. They do not come 
through hereditary tendencies, save in a la- 
tent form which must be developed through 
exercise; they cannot be received as a leg- 
acy; nor can they be purchased. They are 
a matter of acquirement through cultivation 
and thus in a country unhanlpered by caste 
or  class the road to success is open to all. 
SamieI \V. Baum may well be termed a self- 
made man, for while he stands to-day 
among the prosperous men of Vermilion 
county, he was at the outset of his business 
career empty-handed and dependent entire: 
ly upon his own exertions. He became a 

leading farmer and stock-raiser, also ex- 
tended his efforts into other fields of en- 
deavor and now he is living retired in the en- 
joyment of the competence which he has 
gained. 

R4r. Baum was born February 15, 1842, 
on the old fanlily homestead in Carroll 
township, Vermilion county, a son of Sam- 
uel and Sarah (Weaver) Baum. He be- 
gan his education in a little log schodhouse 
in Indianola and after a few weeks entered 
a sitbscription school &%ht in the old house 
that now stands beside the Baptist church. 
The teachers "boarded round" at the homes 
of the pupils. For ttvo summers he was un- 
der the instructio~i of a capable lady teacher. 
Later he attended only for about two and a 
half months in the winter season, but in la- 
ter years he cultivated a power of observing 
as well as a love of reading and thus he con- 
tinually broadened his knowledge, becoming 
a well informed man. His father believed 
in keeping the boys busy and thus he early 
became familiar with hard work. H e  
tvould break prairie with six yoke of oxen, 
turning a twenty-two inch furrotv. After 
his father's cieath he left home and was em- 
ployed for a time as a farm hand by the day. 
His younger brother remained at home and 
as they each had a horse they had bought 
they made a team, purchased a plow and set 
of harness and rented their father's farm 
from the executors. i'iiter farming togeth- , 

er for a year they borrowed some money 
and began buying yearling cattle, which they 
fed and gazed until they were three years 
old, when they fattened them and sold. The 
second year they both owned a team and re- 
mained on the farm. Their first crop 
brought eight and ten cents per bushel, but 
in war times prices advanced. 

When the estate was settled SamueI W: 
Baum received his share-eighty acres of 

\ 
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raw prairie, and after the fourth year he 
broke this. The timber with which he 
fenced it, he hauled seven miles. His uncle 
said he ~vould not fence it for the land- 
such was the estimate placed on prairie at 
that time. The next year Mr. Baum bought 
another eighty- acre tract, fenced the entire 
amount and placed it under the plow. Dur- 
i n g  this time he and his brother had contin- 
ued in the cattle business together and the 
partnership was maintained until 1872, dur- 
ing \vhicll time they became extensive ship- 
pers of and dealers in cattle. They then dis- 
solved partnership. but Mr. Baum continued 
the business ancl from time to time he pur- 
chased more land until his possessions now 
aggregate fourteen hundred acres in Ver- 
milion county. For several years he boarded 
with his sister, Mrs. Pugh, ~ 1 1 0  lived near 
by, and then he erected a small frame house. 
hut later made extensive, valuable and splen- 
did jn~provements on his farm until it was 
.one of the best country seats of this portion 
of the state. There he lived until Novern- 
k r ,  1390, when he removed to Danville, 
and after two years he came to Indianola, 
where he purchased property ancl has since 
~nac?e his home. While he is practically liv- 
ing  retired, he yet gives his supervision to 
his large farm. He has been one of the most 
estensive dealers in cattle in eastern Illinois 
ancl for many years he was interested in 
fancv stock. In 1892 he fed six head of two 
years-old steers. that weighed on an average 
of nineteen hundred and fifty pounds. For 
many years he bred fancy shorthorn cattle, 
and he gave some attention to horses but 
made a specialty of beef cattle and hogs. For 
a time he was connected with the Dand le  
Fair Association and the Indianola Associa- 
tion, and has ever been interested in what- 
ever tends to promote advancement along 
agricultural lines. His attention, ho~vever, 

has not been confined entirely to farm pro- 
ducts and kindred industries for he is a 
stockholder in the large Emery dry-goods 
house of Dal~i l le .  

On the 5th of November, 1879. Mr. 
Baum was united in marriage to Miss Della 
Stewart, a native of Vermilion county and 
a daughter of Joseph and Sarah Jane 
(Cochran j Stewart. She was born on the 
old _-\_chilies IIorgan farm in the first brick 
house built in this county. Her parents 
were natives of Brown coiity. Ohio. were 
there married and in an early day went to 
11-oodford county, Illinois. They went 
down the Ohio to the Mississippi, then up 
the latter to the Illinois and after follo\ving 
that 11-ater~vay for a time, landed at Spring. 
Hay. I\-hence they proceeded on horse back 
to their destination. -Ifter a residence of 
five or six years in \t'oodford county they 
came to Vernlilion county and purchased 
the d d  Morgan farm in Georgeton-n town- 
ship. southeast of Dandle. kIr. Stewart 
lived to be sixty-four years of age and died 
in Danville, to which place he had removed 
after his children had married and left 
home. His \\-idow now makes her home 
with her youngest daughter, Mrs. R. A. 
Rouse. To them \sere born seven daugh- 
ters: Mary Rialinda, who died when three 
montlls old; Tllar~ler Elizabeth, the twin of 
hIarv and the wife of Thomas Patrick. who 
is a farmer of Vermilion county. Indiana; 
Lavlna, the wife of J. C. Maddox. of Side11 
township: Sarah Amanda. who died at the 
age of five years; Josephine, the wife of 
Jasper N. Baum. of Edgar countj*, Illinois; 
Della. the wife of Samuel Baum : and Dol- 
lie. the wife of l<. =I. Rouse, of Danville. 

In politics Sanluel Baum has been a Re- 
publican since voting for Abraham Lincoln 
in 1864, but he has never held or  wanted of- 
fice, preferring to give his attention to his 
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business affairs, in which he has met with Mr. Howard had married Miss Barbara 
signal success. He  is a self-made man in (Snyder) Morrison, who is now living in 
the best sense of that term, having had Potomac and is the widow of William I- 
no assistance in his business career, and Allen. 
tt-hile winning prosperity he has also gained The marriage of our subject and his 
the respect and good\\-ill of his fellow men wife was blessed with nine chilclren. of 
and is numbered among the valued and lead- T V I I O ~  seven survive. Fred married Emma 
ing men of the county. Martin and is living in Rantoul. Harry 

married Alollie Martin, a sister of his 
- - A  - - -  brother's wife, and the two brothers are en- 

gaged in the banking business, conducting 
FRANCIS -ASBURY CCOLLISOX. the First National Bank of Rantoul. Lillie 

I is the wife of David Fowler, of Danville 
Francis Asbury Collison is an- extensive township. Lulu, a twin sister of Lillie, is 

land owner and stock dealer in Vermilion the wife of Robert Pollock, who is a stock- 
county, controlling large business interests, holder and cashier of the bank at Gilman. 
which demand executive force and ability, Illinois. Mae is the wife of E. G. Stephens, 
keen foresight and enterprise. H e  is wide- a farmer of Pilot township. Maude is the 
ly known throughout the county as "Bury" wife of Charles Atwood, who is conducting 
Collison and is recognized as one of the lead- a general store in Collison. Nellie corn- 
ing representatives of stock-dealing interests pletes the family. Mr. and Mrs. Collisor~ 
of this portion of the state. Vermilion also have eight grandchildren. They lost 
county claims him as one of her native sons, two children : Joseph, who died at the age 
his birth having occurred June 25, 1837 , in of seven months ; and Jessie, who died at the- 
Pilot township, upon a farm which forms a age of three months. He  had given to their 
part of his estate. He obtained his early children excellent educational privileges. 

! 

education in the log school house and re- The youngest son is a graduate of the Iaw 
mained at home with his parents until department of the University of hlichigan. 
twenty-two years of age, after which he was at Ann Arbor and was admitted to the Illi- 
associated with his brother in Potomac for nois bar but never practiced. Fred is a 
a year or two. graduate of the Gem City Business Col- 

On the 25th of October, 1866, Mr. Col- lege of Quincy, Illinois, and for a number 
lison was united in marriage to Nannie J. of terms engaged in teaching in the district 
Howard, who was born in Pilot township. schools and in the intermediate department 
February 20, 1846, a daughter of Joseph of the public schools of Indianola. The tn-in 
and Sarah (Martin) Howard. Her mother daughters attended De Pauxv University at 
died during the infancy of Mrs. Collison Greencastle. Indiana, and Maude was a stu- 
and the father passed away when she was dent in the Normal School at Normal, 11-- 
but five years of age. She had one sister, linois. 
Margaret, and a half brother. G. C. How- The first land which Mr. Collison ever 
ard, but the former died at the age of six- owned was a tract of one hundred and 
teen years. After the death of his first wife twenty acres which he received a s  his share- 
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of the estate which belonged to his father, 
who was the owner of nine hundred acres, 
and to this property our subject has added 
from time to time until his landed posses- 
sions now aggregate between eleven and 
twelve hundred acres, all of which is located 
in Pilot township with the exception of a 
quarter section in Oakwood township. 
From the age of sixteen years he has been 
engaged in the stock business, giving mucll 
of his time to dealing in live stock. In an 
early day he drove cattle to Chicago, but his 
first shipments were made to Xew York. 
He now ships on an'average of from ten 
to t~velve carloads of stock each year 
and is breeding shorthoril cattle. For a 
number of years 11e is engaged in the 
culti\-ation of his fields, but of recent 
years he has rented his land, all save 
llis pastures. Splendid impro~~ernats  have- 
been nlade upon his farm, ~vhich under his 
super\-ision has'been brought to a rich state 
of cultivation. In 1880 he gave his first 
coiltract for tiling -to the amount of t\\-o 
tl~ousand dolla?rs and alr~lost every year since 
that time he has added to the anlount of 
tiling upon his place. One year he was a 
half 011-ner in a tile factory east of Collison. 
In 188; he' erected his present beautiful 
honle which stands on the site of the old 
residence so that he has here lived for 
thirty-five consec~~tive years. His present 
palatial residence contains thirteen rooms, 
a bath, broad halls and all n~oclern equip- 
ments and its furnishings indicate the re- ' 
fined and cultured tastes. of the oivners. 

Although not a member of any church 
Mr. Collison attends the Methodist Episco- 
pal church of which his wife is a member 
and he belongs to the Masonic fraternity, 
having formerly been identified with the 
lodge at Potomac. The first postoffice in 
- 

Pilot township was secured through the ef- 
forts of hIr. Collison and was called Bikby, 
being located on a portion of his farm; It 
was looked upon with disfax-or by many at 
first but later they realized it was one of the 
best things that \\-as ever done for the town- 
ship. In politics he is a stalwart Republi- 
can and has held some minor offices, but has 
i-re\-er been an aspirant for political honors,: 

\ 

preferring to devote his time and energies 
to his business affairs. Fen- men in Ver- 
milion county are more widely known than 
is "BLI~J-" Collison, 11-lme residence here 
covers sixty-five years-the entire period of 
his life. IVhile he has controlled extensive 
business interests and won splendid success 
he has never allowed the accumulation of 
wealth to warp his kindly nature or to in- 
fluence him in any degree in his associations 
u-it11 old time friends. He Is a genial gentle- 
man, companionable and kindly, and is very 
popular among those I\-ho knoll- him. He 
certainly deserves to be classed among the 
representative agriculturists of this part of 
the state. Though he received some assist- 
ance in starting out in life his splendid pros- 
perity is due to his on-n efforts, to his 
diligence and to his correct business prin- 
ciples. and thro~lgh the exercise of these 
qualities he has \\-on success. ~1-11ich places 
lnnl in the front rank among the substantial 
citizens of his native county. 

Among the "captains of industr\~" in 
Danville may be numbered George E. Cock- 
erton, a self-made man, \\-ho at the outset 
of his bnsiness career realized that there is 
no esc*llence without labor and whose ef-' 
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fdrts therein have been exercised consecu- 
tively i n  an endeavor to acquire a hand- 
some competence. In  this he has suc- 
ceeded and a t  the same time he has won 
honor and respect which is accorded to 
those whose business careers will bear close 

' investigation and scrutiny. -4s a boy in 
1864 Mr. Cockerton came to Danville with 
his pare~ts,  John C. and Hannah (Pate) 
Cockerton, n-ho are yet residents of this city. 
The family is of English lineage and repre- 
sentatives of the name came from England 
to ,\rnerica, locating first in Chicago, Illi- 
nois, afterward in Elgin and subsequently i n  
this city. Both the father and mother of 
our sr~bject were born in England and the 
year of their emigration to America was 
1849. The father was engaged in finishing 
woolen goods. In the family were three 
children, hut one brother, Frank, died in 
Danville at the age of forty-seven years. 
The sister, Mrs. Edgar C. Dodge, now in 
Chicago. was a tescher in the schools of 
Danville prior to her marriage. 

George E. Cockerton completed his edu- 
cation in the high school of Danville under 
the direction of Professor Spellman, leav- 
ing that institution at the age of seventeen 
years. F r o ~ n  the age of fourteen he has 
been connected almost continuously with the 
printing business. He first entered the of- 
fice of the Danville Plaindealer, owned by 
the firm of Clapp & Evans. Subsequently 
he entered the office of the Danville Times, 
owned by )I. C;. Smith and closely applying 
himself to his work, he became one of the 
best printers in this portion of the country, 
being made manager of a plant. A weekly 
paper was published and a large jobbing 
business carried on, Mr. Cockerton having 
supervision of the mechanical department 
and business management of the Enterprise 
between the ages o i  eighteen and twenty- 

one years. On attaining his majority he 
went to the east where he remained for four 
years and there further acquainted himself 
with the line of work which he had chosen 
for a life occupation. For several years he 
was also employed in Indianapolis and when 
the financial panic of 1877 involved the 
country he came to Danville in response to  
an offer which \w made him to take charge 
of the Times- He occupied that position for 
ti!-o years, managing the jobbing depart- 
ment. Tn 1879 he formed a partnership 
with F. E. Bowman, in the establishment of 
a job and printing office on a small scale. 
Immediate failure was predicted for the new 
firm by all, but in face of these dire predic- 
tions they have succeeded, their strong reso- 
lution, enterprise and good workmanship 
ellabling then1 to overcome all obstacles and 
difficulties in their path. At the expiration 
of three years their business was solcl 
at a good advance. Later Mr. Cockerton es-' 
tablisl~ecl a job ofSce alone and conducted it 
for four years. On the expiration of that 
period the Fress Company was formed, 3lr- 
Cockerton becoining business manager and 
in that position he remained for two years. 
I11 r 889 he established an exclusive job and 
book business. and in January, 1901, he 
admitted his son to a partnership in the 
business. The new enterprise prospered 
from the beginning. The ptlblic had already 
hemme fainiliar with his good workman- 
ship and comprehensive knowledge of the 
printing business in all its departments and 
it was not long before he had secured a lib- 
eral patronage. In 1898 he added a book 
binding plant and also began manufacturing 
rt~bber stamps. The book binding and 
stamp manufacturing departments are no\\- 
under the direct management of Herbert E. 
Cockerton, the junior member of the firm. 
a~ ld  this branch of his business has had phe- 
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nomenal growth. The plant is valued a t  ten P.. He likewise belongs to  the Benevolent 
thousand dollars and the value is constantly and Protective Order of Elks and to Paugh- 
being increased by the addition of new ma- caughnaughsinque Tribe, Improved Order 
chinery and equipments calculated to pro- of Redmen. He hdds membership relations 
mote the effectiveness of the work and ad- n-ith the Cycling Club and has been a mem- 
vance the practical utility of the business. ber of the Chanlber of Commerce since its 

In 1876 was celebrated the marriage of organization. His name is also on the 
34r. Cockerton and Miss Lillian E. Jack, of membership roll of Danville Council, No. 
Indianapolis. She ~v'as born in Centerville, 160, of the Sational T_;nion. In his life his- 
Indiana, a daughter of Mathew \V. and tory are many evidences of excellent busi- 
Ann (Sackett) Jack. Both parents are now ness ability. His prosperity cannot be at- - 
deceased. In their fanily were ten chil- tribcted to 3 conibination of lucky circum- 
dren, of tvhotn Mrs. Cockerton was the stances, but has arisen from energy, enter- 
youngest. Thomas Carroll. of Carrollton, prise, integrity and intellectual effort well 
filaryland, a s i p e r  of the Declaration of In- directed. He is a nlan of strong individual- 
dependence, was an uncle of her father. Mr. ity and inclubitable probity and one \\-hose 
Jack died in Chicago at the age of ninety- influence has ei-er been eserted in behalf of 
one years. H e  was a tailor by trade and in measures cc~ntributing to the general good. 
later years carried on merchandising. He 
held membership in the Tippecanoe Club of -- 
Chicago and was quite prominent in public 
affairs there. Gnto Mr. and Mrs. Cocker- I\-. ,\. COCHR=IS, 11. D. 
ton has been born one son, Herbert E. He 
was married in Kovember. 1901. to Miss 11'. -A. Cocliran who in the practice of 
Lola G. Young, who was bonl in Danville n~edici~le has displayed skill and comprehen- 
in February, 1880, a daughter of C. M. sive knon-ledge that ranks him among the 
Young, one of the ~vell known residents of leading members of the medical fraternity 
this city and general agent for the Home in Dan~iIle. was born in JIadison. Indiana, 
Sewing Nachine Cornpany for Indiana and in 1830, and is a son of Andrew and Min- 
Illinois. Mr. Goclterton owns a residence er\-a (Morris) Cochran. The father. also 
at KO. 310 Oak street, valued at five thou- a native of 1Iadison. was a contractor and 
sand dollars, and has a suburban fruit ranch builtler and in the year 1835 removed to 
at the northeast corner of the city covering Rrookston. Indiana. lvllere the mother died 
two acres and planted to small fruit. His of sn~allpos in 1861. The father however, 
father lives at that place. The son o \ ~ n s  I long survi\-ed her. passing a\\-ay in Brooks- 
property at 9 0 .  710 Gilbert street. . ton ill Sovember. 1901. By the first mar- 
Cockerton is a member of Olive Branch riage there were three chilclren of whom the 
1,octge. No. 38. I;. c5r -A. 31.: Vennilioll Doctor is the eldest. His brother and sister 
Chapter, S o .  82, R. -1. >I. : Danville Coun- died in childhood. After the death of his 
cil, No. 83, R. & S. 31. : and Athelstan Corn- first wife Andreu- Cochran was again mar- 
mandery, No. 4;. K. T. Of the last named ried and by the second union had t~\-o sons, 
he is past eminent commander and is past Clyde and Sherman. both of \\-horn are now 
chancellor of I3ainascus Lodge, No. 84, K. living in Rrookston. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



I I- - . . 

r38 - THE B I O G R R P H I ~  ,RECORD 

Dr. Cochran pursued his studies in the 
Brookston Academy, leaving that institu- 
tion in 18%. The following year he took 
up the sttldy of medicine, entering the Ohio 
Medical college' at Cincinnati, where he 
was ,,gaduated in 1873. The same year he 

' established the oi'fice in Brookston, Indiana, 
where'he remained for one year after which 
he engaged in practice for' a year in Han- 
over, Kentucky. On the expiration of that 
period he located in Iilclianapolis where he. 

. ~emained in .practice until 1882, which was 
the year of his arrival in Vermilion county, 
Illinois. He established his home and office 
at Grape Creek where he remained until 
1895, when he came to Danville, where he 
has since lived. ~ x ~ e r i e h c e  of a varied 
character in former years, combined with 
reading, study and investigation have al- 
ready made hinl a capable physician and in 
the city of his adoption he has long since 
left the ranks of &he many to stand among 
the s~~ccessful few. - 

In 1877 occurred the marriage of Dr. 
Cochran and Miss Martha P. IIedaris, the 
wedding taking place in Brookston, Indiana. 
The lady was born in Hartford, Indiana, 
Apr,il 3, 1855, a daughter of John Medaris, 
a physician of Brookston, Indiana. Her 
motl~er. however, is now deceased. The 
Doctor and 3T.r~. Cochran have t~vo  chil- 
dren: Charles E.. who was born February 
7, 1878, is a machinist in the employ of the 
Danville foundry and machine shops; Helen 
E., horn August 30, 1880, is a graduate of 
the Danville high school. The Doctor is 
identified social1 y with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Tribe of Ben 
Hur and the Benevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks. In politics he is a Republican 
and for seven years he filled the office of 
county physician. while for two terms he was 
police- magistrate at Grape Creek, Illinois. 

In 1894 he was elected assistarit supervisor of 
Danvilie township. His home is at  No. g 10 
Vermilion street where he has a pleasant 
~esidence. In the line of his profession he 
is connected with the Tri County and the 
State Medical Associations. - He is engaged 
in the general practice of medicine and sur- 
gery and has served on the hospital surgical 
staff of the Vermilion county hospital for 
seven years. He  is also examining physi- 
cian for a number of insurance companies 
and in this profession where advancement 
depends solely on strong mentality and in- 
divid~lal merit he has 'steadily worked his 
way upward until he now occupies a very 
creditable place in the ranks of the medical 
fraternity. 
P 

LEVIN D. GASS. 

Levin D. Gass is the well known cashier 
of the First National Bank of Danville and 
to say of him that he has arisen unaided 
from comparative obscurity to rank among 
the leading business men of Danville is a 

statement that seems trite to those familiar 
with his life, yet it is just to say in a history 
that will descend to future generations, that 
his business record has been one that any 
man would be proud' to possess. Through 
his entire business career he has been looked 
upon as a model of integrity and honor, 
never making an engagement that he has not 
fulfilled, and stands to-day an example of 
what determination and force combined 
with the highest degree of btlsiness integ- 
rity can accon~plish for a man of natural 
ability and strength of character. He is re- 
spected by the community at large and hon- 
ored by his business associates. 

Mr. Gass was born in Catlin, Illinois, 
November 22, 1858. His father, John H, 

- 
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Gass was born in Tennessee and died in r e d  He is also a stockholder in the 
Ausst, 1895, in Chicago. He had been en- Danville Bugm Company dnd he o ~ a s  
gaged in the live stock commission business 9 both city and farm property, having made 
in that city in connection with John ,%dams, judicious investments in real estate. 
Son S; Company, for tn-enty-four years. He In this city, ir~ inIS8r, Mr. Gass married 
took LIP his abode in Vermilion county in bliss Eva Hulce, a native of Marshall coun- 
1856, and in Danr-ille in 1866. H e  was a ty, Illinois. and a daughter of Martin Hulce, 
11-holesale and retail grocery of the ctiy as now deceased. 11-110 \\-as the president of the 
\\-ell as an extensive dealer in live stock in Danville Bug=- Company. They have four 
Cllicago. His wife died in February, 1901. children: Len-is. Martin. Inez and Hot\-- 
In the family were the follon-ing children: ard, all of u-hon~ are yet under the parental 
Hamlet; Charles ; 3Irs. George Cutter and roof and are no\\- students in school. The 
Mrs. Butler Miller. all of Chicago; and Mrs. family home is at So.  318 Gilbert street and 
Olmstead, of Danville. the household is celebrated for its ,oracious 

Lei-in D. (;ass pursued his early- educa- hospitality. 
tioii in the public schools of Danville and Fraternall!- Xr.  Gass is connected with 
then became a high school student. In 1875 the blue lodge and the chapter of Masonry. 
he put aside his test books and entered the He also belo~~gs to the Benevolent and Pro- 
First National Bank nnder J. G. English as tective Order of Elks. the Knights of 
president and E. H. Palmer as cashier. He Pythias fraternity and the 1Iodern Ilrood- 
acted as messenger and errand boy in the men of ;Imerica, For many years he has 
early days of his connection wit11 the insti- been a men~ber of the Kimber hlethodist 
tution and after~vard served as collector for Episcopal church. of ivhich he has been a 
eighteen months and was then advanced to trustee. He takes a very pronlinent anci 
the position of general bookkeeper, which actil-e part in politics. is a stanch Republican 
incumbency he retained for tn-o vears, after and has ser~ed as school treasurer and presi- 
which he was individual bookkeeper for dent of the board of education in Danville. 
eighteen montl~s. On the expiration of that He was one of those I\-ho helped to start the 
period he was made teller and when four nlo~-e~nent 1~11ich caused the Republicans of 
years had passed he \\-as again promoted. Illinois to give an almost universal support 
becoming assistant cashier. in 11-hich ca- to the sound money plank of the platform 
pacity he served for fourteen years. For in 1896 and led the state delegation to give 
five years he has been cashier of the insti- its unanimous strength to the McKinley 
tution and its growth and progress during ticket in that year. His has been a busy, 
this period is largely attributable to his ef- useful and honorable life and while business 
forts. He is a stockholder and director of affairs have made close demands upon his 
the bank and his thorough understanding attention he has yet found time and oppor- 
of the banking business combined with tunity to faithfully perform his duties of 
close application and unremitting diligence citizenship ancl of social life. He has a very 
have made him one of the most 1-alued of- wide acquaintance in Dan\-ille and the circle 
ficers of the institution and a man n-110 has of his friends is almost co-extensive there- 
won and retains the public confitlence ancl with. His enterprise and commercial ac- 
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t idy have not only contributed to his indi- 
vidual welfare but have been a potent force 
in advancing business prosperity here. 

FRANKLIN ROBERT OSBORN. 

Franklin Robert Osborn, who is en- 
gaged in the publication of the Ridgefarm 
Republican, \\-as born February 24, 1859, 
in Mahornet, Champaign county, Illinois, 
his parents being Robert Osborn and Mar- 
garet .Allen (Henley) Osborn. The 0s -  
borns were among the early English colon- 
ists who settled in North Carolina and grad- 
ually migrated westward first to Kentucky 
and thence to Indiana. I t  was between the 
years 1820 and 1823 that Jalnes Osborn, the 
grandfather of our subject, settled in Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, where Robert 0s -  
born, the Father of our subject, was born in 
1824. The family resided at the place of 
their first residence for nine years and then 
removed to a home near the present site of 
Homer in Champaign county, xvl~ere the 
grandfather remained for a year. He next 
located in the western part of the county 
and entered a tract of land, securing his pat- 
ent from the government. This land 
has constituted the old homestead down to 
the present time. Robert Osborn. who is 
spoken of in preceding histories of Vance 
toivnship and in whose home it it reported 
mas held the first public worship in that 
township, \\-as a great uncle of the subject 
of this review. 'i'he Oshorns were ever an 
honored upright people and no taint of dis- 
honor is ever attached to the name. 

In the district schools Mr. Osborn of this 
review began his education, which he con- 
tinued in the Mahonlet high school, in the. 
Central Indiana Mornla1 School at Dan- 

ville and in the Champaign Business Col- 
lege in which he was graduated in 1887. 
At night and morning he walked three and 
a half miles to high school and was only 
once tardy during that period and that \\-as 
on a day when the hogs were being killed on 
the farm. He was one of only two pupils 
who studied grammar in the country 
schools, but he \vas al\vays ambitious to se- 
cure a good education and put forth every 
effort in his pou-er that yould advance this 
result. H e  remained upon the home farm 
assisting in its cultivation and improvement 
until twenty-two years of age and in his 
youth he was ever fond of outdoor sports. 
being quite athletic. H e  engaged in \\-rest- 
ling, racing and jumping and these boyhood 
pleasures also contributed in large ancl bene- 
ficial measure to his physical development. 
As he grew older it becaixe his desire to 
study law, but he uras dissuadecl froill this 
step by his parents ~ v h o  thought to succeed 
in that profession meant a life of chicanery. 
He, therefore, took up the profession of 
teaching which he followed with a marked 
degree of success for thirteen years. During 
five years of this time. from 1888 until 1892. 
he was principzl of a graded school at 
Thomasboro and in 1892 ant1 1893 he was 
at Ogden. In 1894 he entered upon journa- 
listic work. On the 24th of February of 
that year-on the day on which he 11-as 
thirty-five years of age-he purchased the 
Melvin Transcript in Ford county and re- 
mained its editor and publisher for fil-e 
years, or until Ifarch, 1899. when he sold 
that paper and purchased the Ridgefarm 
Republican, n-hich he still owns. Its pa- 
tronatlge is continually increasing and there 
is now a large subscription list in addition to 
which the paper has become an excellent ad- 
vertising medium. Several causes led Mr. 
Osborn to abandon teaching and enter into 
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other work, the close confinement of the 
school room, second, a desire for a more in- 
dependent life, third, a wish. to prepare an 
employment which would keep the son at  
home when not in school, and fourth, a wish 
to deal with people who had attained mature 
years and to become an active factor in the 
business xvorld. On the 7th of August, 
1889, Mr. Osborn mas united in marriage 
to Miss Lillian Elmira Thompson, of Ran- 
toul, Illinois, Dr.' Frank Crane officiating. 
The lady was born in Morris, Illinois, in 
186.4 and in 1368 was taken by her parents 
to Champaign county, where she grew to 
womanhood and became a teacher, success- 
f~rlly following that profession for nine 
years. Her father, Thomas Thompson, was 
a veteran of the war of the Rebellion and 
served under Commodore Foote in his oper- 
ations which terminated successf~~lly in 
opening up the Mississippi ri-ver. Three 
children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Osborn : Merwyn Oliver, twelve years of 
age ; Pauline Theodora, aged eleven years ; 
ancl Robert Thompson, seven months old. 

Mr. Osbonl has never asked for nor held 
any public ofices yet he has been a very ac- 
tive factor in the progress and improvement 
of various localities in ~ ~ h i c h  he has lived 
and has left the impress of his individuality 
upon public thought and feeling. \Vhile in 
Champaign county he labored earnestly- and 
effectively for the iinpro\-ement of the 
county schools and for a course of study 
with the result that the educational interests 
of that portion of the state gained a place' 
in the front rank in Illinois. 51;. Osborn 
has all\-ays been an earnest Rep~~blican. un- 
tiring in his advocacl- of the party principles 
and 11e has delivered many campaign 
addresses in behalf of the men and mepures 
of that organization. Reared in the faith 
of the Methodkt church, he became one of 

its members when nineteen years of age and 
while in Champaign county he established 
the first "evergreen" Sunday--school at 
Thomasboro and was also one of the most 
potent factors in the founding of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church at that place and he is 
now a trustee of the church of his denomi- 
nation in Ridgefarm. He is the president of 
the St. Paul's Epn-orth League and in 18gg 
he was a delegate to the international con- 
vention of the League at Indianapolis. So- 
cially connected with the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity, Mr. Osborn held the oEce of pre- 
late for two years and then declined to sen-e 
longer on account of illness in his im- 
mdiate faniily. He is a member of the 
Modern l~Toodmen of America and of the 
Royal Circle and in the latter he sen-ed for 
three terms as \\-orthy ruler and then de- 
clined re-election. He \\-as also a member of 
the 3lcKinley JIarching Club of 1898. -Ic- 
tivity, energy and determination have been 
salient characteristics in his career and were 
noticeable \\-hen in his youth and early man- 
hood he \\-as a social leader, while later they 
formed an important part of his successful 
work as a teacher and are no\\- manifest in 
his career as a journalist. 

James U. Prather. \vho carries on agr i -  
cuItura1 pursuits on section 15, Ross town- 
ship. \\-here he owns two hundred and forty 
acres of valuable land, \\-as born on the 27th 
of May. 18j1, in this to\xnship. represent- 
ing one of the old pioneer families of Ver- 
milion county. The Prather family has 
long been identified with pioneer life. not 
only iq this state but in Kentucky as n-ell, 
ancl the great-grandfather of our subject 
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xqas killed by the Indians in the Blue Grass 
state, at the time when the red men were so 
hostile to the white settlers .and killed so 
many of then1 - that the country became 
known as "the dark and bloody ground." 
Jonathan Prather was reared and married 
in Kentucky and there several of his chil- 
dren were born. Jerry Prather, the father, 
removed to Illinois, settling in Vermilion 
county north of.Danville, where he secured a 
wild tract of land afterward entering it from 
the government. Turning the furro~c-s in 
his fields he developed his place into a richly 
allti\-ated farm upon which he spent his last 
years. He was born in Kentucky about 
1830, and shared with the other members- 
of the household- in all the hardships and 
trials incident to the establishment of a pio- 
neer home here. He was married to Eve- 
lyn Miller, also a native of Kentucky, and a: 
daughter of Cornelius Miller, a pioneer resi- 
dent of Fountain county, Indiana. After 
their marriage the young couple located in 
Ross toxvnsllip, where Jerry Prather became 
the owner of several hundred acres of land. 
He developed a good farm about three miles 
east of Rossville and was engaged in its 
cultivation and improvement. IYhen in the 
prime of life he was called to the home be- 
yond. passing amap in T-859. _His first wife 
had died some years befbre and he after- 
ward married again. His second wife, after 
losing her first husband, also married again. 

James U. ~ra thkr ,  of this review, was 
the youngest in a iamily of seven children, 
all of whoni reached mature years and were 
married, while four of the number are yet 

- living. Sarah A.. the eldest, is the wife of 
Dariiel Kite, of Cass county, Missouri. Jon- 
athan is a resident of Rossville. Elizabeth 
C.  is the wife of \'ITilliam. Gundy, of Har- 
risonville, Cass county, Missouri. James N. 
Prather, of this review, was reared on the 

farm and as soon as old enough to follow 
the plow he beg-an work in the fields. After 
his father's death he lived with his eldest 
sister until he had attained the age of eigh- 
teen years, when, in 1869, he went to 
Wright county, J1issouri, remaining there 
for about twelve months, during which time 
he worked upon a farm. In 1870, however, 
he returned to Vermilion county, rented land 
here and engaged in farming for a number 
of years. After living-upon a tract of one 
hrrndred acres for a nuinber of years he re- 
moved to I-Ioopeston, where .he resided in re- 
tirement froin labor ior ten years.- In 1902, 
however, he purchased-the T a m  upon which 
11e now resides on sectio~ I j, Ross toyn- 
ship, located thereon and began the further 
improvemelit of this place. It is one of the 
fine farms of the con~munity. 

Near Caslisle, Arkansas, about 1878, oc- 
curred the. marriage of James U. Prather 
ancl Mariah L. Moyer, a native of Ver- 
milion county and a daugllter of Samuel 
Itfoyer, one of the old settlers of Illinois. 
Her mother bore the maiden name of Nancy 
Gundy ancl they were married in Ross town- 
ship. She is no\v deceased and Mr. Moyer, 
n-110 has married again, is now living in 
Houston, Tesas. After the war he removed 
to Tennessee, later to Arkansas and is now 
a resident of the Lone Star state. Mrs. 
Prather spent the greater part of her girl- 
I~oocl in Arkansas and prior to her marriage 
was a successful teacher. Four children 
have .been born of this union : Jennie, Eth- 
el, James Forrest and Maude A., all of 
whotn are still under the parental roof. 

Mr. Prather has been honored with 
public offices b>- his fellow townsmen who 
have recoglized his worth and ability and 
have therefore nominated him for positions 
of public trust. He has served as township 
ti-~~stee, filling the office altogether - for 
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twelve years. He has .never been a poli- 
tician, however, in tlie sense of office seek- 
ing for his business affairs have made heavy 
demands upon his time and attention. His 
first presidential ballot was cast in 1872 
for General U. S. Grant and he has 
since been unfaltering in support of the 
Republican party. -He  and his wife 
and two daughters are members of 
the Christian church and he belongs to 
the .  Masonic fraternity in which he has 
attained the Royal Arch degree. He 
now belongs to Hoopeston Lodge and is 
also connected with the Modern Woodmen 
of America. The name of Pratlier is in- 
separably inter~voven in the history of Ver- 
milion county, as from pioneer times down 
to the present representatives of the family 
have been prominent in promoting the sub- 
stantial upbuilding of this section of the 
state. Our subject carries on the work 
which was begun by his grandfather and 
continued by his father and is known as one 
whose interest in the county is deep and sin- 
cere. 
P 

THOMAS blTILLIAl4S. 

Thomas Williams has passed the sev- 
entieth milestone of life's journey and is 
now living a retired life in Hoopeston. The 
regard in which he is uniformly held is evi- 
dence of his high character, and he may 
therefore be mentioned as a representative 
of the best element of citizenship in thi3 
community. He is a man of the strictest in- 
tegrity and one, who by his life of industry 
and the exercise of economy and wise jtldg- 
ment, has obtained for himself a compe- 
tence. He is now living retired from ac- 
tive labor in a pleasant home in Hoopeston, 
aftractively located on East Penn street-a 

- - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - -  

home that was built in 1901 and is a 
model of beauty and convenience. Mr. W l -  
liams settled in this county during his in- 
fancy and he has assisted materially in 
gaining for it its present importance. 

Thomas IVilliams spent the first nine- 
teen years of his life in Harrison county, 
Ohio, where he was born November 29, 
1828. His father, Nathan I\-illiams, was a 
native of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, 
and when a young man emi,pted to Har- 
rison county, Ohio, where he engaged in 
teaching school for two years. Prior to 
this time he had learned the tailor's trade. 
In the Buckeye state he purchased a tract 
of land near Georgetotc-n and there de- 
veloped a good farm. He married Sarah. 
a daughter of Xathan Hoopes, and unto 
them were born ten children. of 11-horn 
Thomas of this review was the fifth in or- 
der of birth. The father died in 1541 \\-hen 
sixty years of age. The mother retained 
her residence in Ohio until after her chil- 
dren had reached mature years and then she 
come to the home of her son in this count?;, 
althoug-h she did not sell her property in 
Ohio. Her death here occurred in 1881, 
when she was sel-enty-nine years of age. her 
birth having occurred in 1802. Like her 
husband she was a consistent member of 
the Society of Friends. 

Thomas Williams acquired his educa- 
tion in the common schools and lived with 
his wido\iied mother until he was nineteen 
years of age, when with the natural desire 
of youth for change he left home and went 
to work for his uncle, Thomas Hoopes. in 
Marion county, Ohio. He was thus em- 
pIoyed by the month for seven years and 
then he came to Illinois, bringing with him 
four hundred sheep. H e  was to engage in 
sheep raising Qn the shares and he made the 

journey to the west on foot, driving his flock 
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through from Marion county, Ohio, to 
where Hoopeston, Vernlilion county, now 
stands, a distance of four hundred miles, be- 
ing thirty days upon the road. He reached 
his destination October 20, 1853, and 
through the succeeding winter made his 
home with "Uncle Samuel" Gilbert. His 
attention was given to caring for his sheep 
which he fed in the timber south of Ross- 
ville, and in the spring he located upon a 
farm owned by Mr. Hoopes on section I I, 

Grant ton-nship, northwest of the present 
site of Hoopeston. At that time his nearest 
neighbor lived two and one-half miles to the 
south and his nearest neighbor on the 
north was eight miles distant, so that there 
was no one but Mr. Williams and his hired 
hand to keep the ~volves away from the 
sheep. The dogs ~vould chase the wolves 
for a short distance and then the latter 
would turn upon the dogs driving them 
back to the house. Therefore Mr. IVilliarns 
had to be on guard all through the day and 
at night he says he "slept with one eye 
open," although he had a wolf-proof pound 
in which the sheep were driven when even- 
ing fell. For two years he continued in this 
business and the second winter his flock was 
increased by an additional four hundred 
head, but the inclement weather and the 
rattlesnakes made sad havoc among live- 
stock and he was obliged to turn his atten- 
tion in another direction. He then purchased 
five yoke of oxen and a breaking plow and 
for three years was engaged in breaking 
prairie, being usually able to make one 
hundred dollars per month in the summer 

- time. When the weather was suitable he 
could turn an eighteen to twenty inch fur- 
row. In the meantime he pre-ernpted one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in Iro- 
quois county, living thereon for a short time 

prior to his marriage and making a number 
of substantial improvements there. 

It was on the 9th of June, 1859, that 
Mr. Williams was joined in wedlock to 
Miss Lovina McFarland, of Iroquois coun- 
ty. She was born in Marion county, Ohio, 
a daughter of Andrew and Sarah McFar- 
land, who in 1857 removed to IIIinois, set- 
tling in Iroquois county, where Mrs. Wil- 
liams lived with her parents until her mar- 
riage. Six children were born of this union, 
but only three are now living: Charles C., 
Walter IV. and Frank. 

About the time of his marriage Mr. 
Williams erected a small frame house and 
added to it a house standing near by, thus 
forming quite a comfortable abode for those 
times, and in this the newly wedded pair 
resided until Christmas. They then re- 
moved to a farm in the vicinity of Hoopes- 
ton-the same on which Mr. Williams had 
first herded sheep. He rented this until 
1863 and later purcllasing seventy-five 
head of cattle, he established himself south- 
west of the present site of the town, his 
home being along the creek for about six 
years. He next purchased the Churchill 
Boardman farm consisting of five htlndrecl 
acres partially improved. He then began 
giving his attention in an undivided manner 
to stock raising, which business he carried 
on successfully until the railroad was built 
through this section of the county, after 
which he devoted his time more generally 
to farming. He shipped the first car load 
of cattle ever shipped out of Grant town- 
ship. In 1870, however, he met with an ac- 
cident which resulted in the breaking of his 
leg and therefore, leaving his farm, he took 
up his abode in Hoopeston, where he began 
buying grain and also operated an elevator 
in partnership with A. T. Catherwood. For 
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seven years they carried on the business with 
marked success, operating twelve different 
elevators during the last two years. Mr. 
ivilliarns then retired from active life, hav- 
ing in the meantime acquired spelndid pros- 
perity. During these years he had become 
a half owner of eighteen hundred and 
tn-enty-five acres of land near Arnbia, Ben- 
ton county, Indiana. He was one of a com- 
pany that was the first to experiment with 
sugar cane in this locality and later he be- 
came interested in a canning factory \\-l~ich 
canned the corn product one nine hundred 
acres of land during the first year of the es- 
istence of the- plant. Mr. IVilliams, how- 
ever, was connected with this enterprise 
for only two seasons. A man of splendid 
business ability he has carried forward to 
successful completion whatever he has un- 
dertaken, and he possesses marked business 
foresight and enterprise. Starting out with 
only conlmon-school advantages to aid him, 
working at  the breaking plow for several 
seasons, he was imbued with a laudable am- 
bition to attain something better, and stead- 
ily he has advanced in those walks of life 
denlanding keen discrimination, unflagging 
energy and marked enterprise. He has thus 
arisen to a prominent position among the 
substantial men of the county. During the 
past seven years, because of his invalid con- 
dition. he has given the management of his 

,affairs over to his son Charles, and is thus 
relieved +ram further labor. He now owns 
thirteen hundred and twenty acres of land 
in Indiana. one thousand acres being near 
Arnbia, and the remainder near Frances- 
ville. H e  also on-11s three hundred and 
twenty acres near Gibson City in Ford 
county, Illinois. His extensive possessions 
are the visible evidences of his life of indus- 
try. He, together with J. A. Cunningham, 

served as executor of the Thomas Iloopes 
estate, which was the largest estate ever 
settled in Vermilion co~lnty. 

hlr. IVilliarns has always given his po- 
litical support to the Republican party, and 
socially he is a Knight Templar Mason, 
while religiously he is connected 11-ith the 
Universalist church and was a liberal con- 
tributor toward the erection of the present 
house of worship of that denomination in 
Hoopeston. Upon locating in this city he 
purchased g-round on Second avenue and 
there lived for four years. Later, he pur- 
chased property at  the corner of Penn and 
Fifth streets, where he is now living. 91r. 
~i i l l iams commands respect as one of the 
prominent and influential residents of 
Hoopeston. His life has been one of con- 
tinued activity in wt-ilich has been accorded 
due recognition to labor, and to-day he is 
numbered anlong those \vho by reason of a 
life of industry are enjoying substantial 
prosperity. His interests are thoroughly 
identified with those of Vermilion county 
and at all times he is ready to lend his $d 
and co-operation to any movement calcu- 
lated to benefit this section of the country 01 

advance its wonderful development. 

ELMER E. CUXNIXGH-AA1. 

Elmer E. Cunningl~am, a -son of John 
I,. and Hannah (Swisher) Cunningham, is 
one of the leading, practical and progressive 
farmers of Vermilion county. Both of his 
parents were natives of this county and the 
father of our subject here purchased eighty 
acres of prairie land and forty acres 
of timber land, clearing the latter and 
breaking the entire tract, which he placed 
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under ,a high state of cultivation, the mother I 8g I. From the age of twenty-f our years 
assisting her husband in improving the 
place.. They were married on the 10th of 
November, 1859, and the lady was born in 
this county September 3, 1840, her parents 
being Lewis and Elizabeth (Starr) 
Swisher, who were among the earliest set- 
tlers of the county, taking up their abode 
here when the Indians \\-ere far more nu- 
merous than the white people. Her father 
was a native of G~lilford county, North 
Carolina and her mother of Ohio, and Mrs. 
Cunningham was the fifth in order of birth 
of their famiIy, the others being tu-o broth- 
ers who reside in Danville, one in Iowa, an- 
other in Kansas, and a sister in Oklahoma. 

he was a rnenlber of the Christian church 
an.nd was ever faithiul and loyal to his re- 
ligious professions. Mrs. Justus has long 
been a devoted member of the church and 
she now lives retired in her beautiful coun- 
try home in Blount ton-nship and is a most 
estimable lady. In the early days in her fa- 
ther's household she often assisted at the 
spinning wheel, preparing and weaving 
blankets. ,A devoted and loving wife and 
mother and a faithful friend she has en- 
deared herself to all with whom she has 
come in contact. 

Elmer E. Cunninghanl was born on the 
family homestead in Blount township, KO- 

John L, Cunningham carried on agricul- 
tural pursuits up to the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 9th of April, 1868. 
H e  had three childrai, of 11-hom Charles T. 
died in infancy, while Elmer E. is the sec- 
ond in order of birth and the youngest Is 
Louis M., of Danville. After the death of 
her first husband the mother was again 
married September 3, 1873, becoming the 
wife of George W. Justus. They had 
seven children, of whom four are living: 
Bertha, now the wife of IVillian~ Starr; 
Cora bf., the wife of Roy Xlbright; Frank 
nf., who married Jessie Swisher ; and ,Annie 
C., who is living with her mother. She was 
a school teacher for three years and for a 
similar period held the ofice of postmistress, 
proving a capable ,official. r Justus 
served as a deacon and elder in the Chris- 
tian church in which he long held rnember- 
ship and his life xias ever honorable and up- 

* right. Through the greater part of his busi- 
ness career he carried on general merchan- 
dising, spending three years in this way in 
Danville and the remainder of the time in 
Blount township, conducting his store in 

-;ember 24, 1864, and accluired a corninon 
school education. Since putting aside his 
teut books he has devoted his entire time and 
energy to farming- and stock raising, his 
home being 6n section I;, Blount to'wnship, 
where he has a .I-aluable tract of land that 
is rich and well improved. He has reecently 
erected a sple~lclid home and has also sub- 
stantial and con:moclious barns and other 
outbuildings necessary for the sheIter of 
grain and stock. In his business affairs he 
has been quite successful and is numbered 
among the progressive and thrifty farmers 
of his gommunity. 

On the 22d of -ILI~IIS~, I ~ O O ,  Mr. Cun- 
ningham was united in marriage to Miss 
Tinne Pate, who was born in Oakwood 
township, December 3, 1870. Her father 
was a merchant and carried on business for 
fifteen years in Oakmood a i d  then traded 
his store for a farm in Jefferson county, Illi- 
nois. Mrs. - Cunningham nTas reared by 
her grandmother with whom she remained 
until she reached womanhood. The grand- 
mother \\-as a lady noted for many benevo- 
lent gifts and was highly esteemed through- 

Potomac, where he died on the 7th of May, out the entire community. Her charitable 
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spirit never allowed any one to leave her 
door h q g  and the poor and needy found 
in her a faithful friend. Mrs. Cunningham 
has two sisters, Irella Reester and Mrs. Del- 
la Ann Martin. of Oakwood township. In 
the public schools Mrs. Cunningham ac- 
quired a good education and is a lady oi cul- 
ture and refinement who presides with &gra- 
cious hospitality over her beautiful home. 
Both our subject and his wife are members 
of the Christian church and in politics he is 
a Republican. He served for three years as 
township clerk but has never been a poli- 
tician in the sense of ofice seeking. Fra- 
ternally he is con~lected xith the Modern 
Woodmen of America and the Odd Fellows 
Society at Bismarck. His entire life has been 
spent in this county where his many friends 
entertain for him high regaid. 

B. T. DONEY. 

B. T. Doney, who is serving as post- 
corn- master of Fithian, was born in 31ont, 

ery county, Indiana, February aS. 1848. 
His father, Benjamin Doney, was a native 
of Pennsylx-ania and afte: arriving at years 
of maturity he was married in Ohio to Miss 
Elizabeth Summers, a native of Ilf aryland. 
They- began their domestic life in the Buck- 
eye state, where the father engaged in farm- 
ing until 1835, when he removed with his 
family to Indiana, lix-ing in Greene count?; 
until his death, which occurred in the year 
1858. The JVhig party received his politi- 
cal endorsemeilt and he was an esenlplary 
member of the Rlasonic fraternity and a de- 
voted Christian man 11-ho belonged to the 
Methodist Episcopal church. His wife \\-as 
held in high esteem for her good qualities 
of heart and mind and she passed a+ay in 

7 

1889. In their family were three sons and 
two daughters, but only two of the number 
are now living, the sister of our subject be- 
ing Mollie, the widow of John Fields, and a 
resident of Bloomington, Indiana. 

B. T. Doney pursued his education in 
Greene county, Indiana, in the district 
schools and later attended the college at 
Bloomington, that state, putting aside his 
text books at the age of twenty-one years. 
He aftent-ard learned the blacksmith's 
trade, which he fol!owed in Greene county. 
His preparations for having a home of his 
own were completed by his marriage on the 
2d of February, 1873, in Owensburg, In- 
diana, Jiiss Belle O\ven becoming his wife, 
She was born in Greene county, November 
7, 18 56, a daughter of Kiah and Mary 
(Brown) Owen, both born in the Hoosier 
state. Her parents were also married in 
Owensburg and the father followed black- 
smithing and wagon-building in Greene 
county until after the outbreak of the Civil 
war, when aroused by a spirit of patriotism 
he offered his services to the government, 
enlisting in Company H, Thirty-first In- 
diana Infantry. 113th his regiment he went 
to the front and was killed at the battle of 
Shiloh, thus laying doll-n his life upon the 
altar of the cnion. In March, 1889, his 
~vido~v became the wife of Jesse Doney. 
Mr. Oxen \\-as a Democrat in political 
faith. BJ- his marriage he had six children 
and by the mother's second marriage there 
were no children. Four children have been 
born unto Mr. and Mrs. Doney: John, 
11-110 married Lilly iYard and is a telegraph 
operator at Goodanole, Illinois ; Ben jamin, 
11-ho resides upon a farm near Fithian; F. 
G.. \vho is assistant postmaster of Fithian; 

- 

and Clyde, who is still with his his parents. 
The year 187 j ~vitnessed the arrival of 
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Mr. Doney'in Vermilion county, at which hard school of experience, yet learning there- 
time he took up his abode in Fithian, where in lessons of marked value, Mr. Bridgett has 
he established a blacksmith shop, which he arisen from a humble financial position until 
conducted for eight years. He then em- He stands to-day not only as a s~rccessful 

- barked in general merchandise, but later he resident of Danvllle, but one who is, as well 
sold his store and resumed work at his trade. strong in 'his honor and in his good name. 
Subsequently, howevei-, he again disposed 
of his smithy and once more turned his at- 
tention to general merchandising, which he 
has since followed. He now carries a good 
line of everything found in such an estab- 
lishment and his trade is growing contin- 
ually because the public recognizes in him 
a merchant of reliability, fair in his deal- 
ings, reasonable in his prices and courteous 
in his treatment of his patrons. In 1896 he 
was appointed postmaster of Fithian and 
has continuously occupied the position since 
that time. He votes with the Republican 
party and for nine years he held the office 
.of towilship assessor, discharging his duties 
with marked promptness and fidelity. Fra- 
ternally he is connected with the Modern 
Woodmen of America and wit11 the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fello~vs. 

tVIT,LIAM 31. BRIDGETT. 

The history of the IT-orld proves conclu- 
sively that it is under the pressure of ad.\-er- 
sity and the stimulation of opposition that 
the best and strongest in men are brought out 
and developed. Those who have been fac- 
tors in the world's progress, those who have 
wielded wide public influence and have be- 
come leaders in the commercial world are 
not those whose couch has been one of pam- 
pered -luxury, but who have in youth be- 
come inured to arduous labor and have come 
to set a true value upon personal endeavor. 
probity and perseverance. Trained in the 

-A. native of I<entucky, he was born in 
Lexington, April z, 186j: His father, 
Thomas Bridgett, ~i-as a 113tive of Pennsyl- 
1-mia, and after arriving at years of ma- 
turit>- he married Miis Mary Shaffer, 11-110 
was boril in Indiana. They were married 
in Rockville of the latter state and there the 
father engaged in farming for a time, after- 
ward follox~ing the same pursuit in Ken- 
tucky. Subsequently 11e removed to Illinois, 
settling in Clark county, near %Iartinsville. 
The mother died in Kentucky and the father, 
u-110 has married again, is yet living in Clark 
county. In his political views he is an earn- 
est Den~ocrat. 

11-illiam K. Bridgett was but two years 
of age n-hen his mother died and at the age 
of eleven years he became a resident of Illi- 
nois, since n-hich time he has been depend- 
ent upon his on-11 efforts for a living. He 
began working on a farill and for sis years 
renlainecl ~vith his first employer, (luring 
u-hicl~ time he was allo~ved to attencl school 
throug-11 the brief 11-inter season. He then 
becaille a section hand upoil the railroad at 
Ridgefarm, Illinois. After working for 
three illonths he was promoted to the posi- 
tion of foremail of a constr~~ction creiv and 
when he had served in that capacity for six 
months he accel>ted a clerkship in a store, 
11-here he 11-as employed for eight months. 
Then entering into partnership with his em- 
ployer. ,\. J. Darnell. the relationship was 
maintained for ten months, when Mr. Dar- 
nel died. Mr. Bridgett then sold out and re-' 
moved to Terre Haute, Indiana, where he 
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was employed as a salesman in the grocery 
store of E. R- Wright & Company, but after 
ten months he again became connected with 
railroading, entering the train service as fire- 
man on the Vandalia Railroad, where he 
served for eleven months, when he was pro- 

p moted to the position of assistant claim 
agent by the same company. Ten months 
later he returned to Ridgefarm and after 
three months he came to Danville, entering 
the train seniice of the Chicago Q Eastern 
Illinois Railroad as a fireman. Ilihile with 
that company he was promoted to the posi- 
tion of engineer and a year later he left the 
road to engage in the real estate business in 
this city, which he has since follon-ed wit11 
offices at Nos. 401-2 Daniels' building. He 
is also a loan broker and has negotiated a 
number of important loans and realty 
transactions. H e  has thoroughly informed 
hirnseil f collceming real estate values and of 
locations and is to-day one of the leading 
representatives of this line of business in the 
city. 

On the 13th of October, 1Sg2, in Dan- 
ville, was celebrated the marriage of hIr. 
Bridgett and Miss Nevada Montgomery. 
who was born in Clark county, Illinois. KO- 
veinber 10, 1873. a daughter of John and 
Ann (Bishop) Montgomery. 11-ho were also 
natives of Clark county, where they re- 
mained until after their marriage. Subse- 
quently they took up their abocle at  Ritlge- 
farm, Illinois. Her father is a Democrat in 
his political vie\\-s. He belongs to the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fello~vs. the hIod- 
ern Woodmen of -America and to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. Mr. Bridgett gives 
his political support to the nlen and measures 
of the Republican party, while his fraternal 
relations are with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, the Court of Honor and the 
Modem IVoodmen of America. He is yet 

a young man but he has already gained a po- 
sition in business circles and public regard 
that is as enviable as honorable. Man's suc- 
c&s in the 11-orld is not measured by the 
heights he has reached but by the altitude 
from which he has climbed and judged in 
this way the career of Air. Bridgett has been 
most successful and commendable. 

11-illiam Sanduskj-, of Carroll to\\-nship, 
n-as born >:o~-ember 19. 1827, in Bourbon 
count\-. Kentuck-. within three miles of 
Paris. and \\-hen but three years old ivas 
l~rougl~t  1))- his parents to Vermilion county. 
They crossed the I-ii-er at Cincinnati and 
canle overland to their destination. They 
campecl along the road at  night and spent 
man\- da-s  in maliing the journey. They 
traveled in a prairie schooner and passed 
comparatively fen- settlen~ents while en- 
route. The Sanduskj- family took up their 
abocle on the Little Vermilion river ancl there 
was then hut a Ten- limited population in 
this localit\-. 11-illiam Sandusky began his 
eclucation in a log schoolhouse on the old 
-Alexander place. the building being erected 
of logs hen-ed on tn-o sides. I t  had a clap- 
board roof ancl an iillnlense fireplace which 
\vould accom~nodate an eight foot log that 
11-ould burn for two days as a back log. His 
first teacher \\-as a man by the name of 
Durkev and i f  a pupil could read. write and 
cipher it was all that was desired at that 
time. The school was conducted on the sub- 
scription plan and in such a "temple of 
leanling" .]I-illiam Sandusky completed his 
education 11-it11 the exception of one winter 
spent in Indianola. 11-hic11 place was then 
called Dallas, Illinois. H e  continued to at- 
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tend school'at intervals until eighteen years 
of age, spending the three months of winter 
In this manner while during the remainder 
of the year he worked at home. He would 
break prairie using an old wooden mold 
board plow and later with a rod mold- 
board which would turn up a twenty-four 
inch furrow and to which was hitched five 
or  six yoke of oxen. H e  would also drop 
corn as he plowed. When he was twenty- 
one years of age he started out in life for 
himself and his father built him a little 
shanty. There mas i ~ o t  a thing but prairie 
grasses around him, but he possessed the de- 
termination necessary for the development 
of a good farm. He wedded Miss Mary Eliz- 
abeth Baum, a daughter of Samuel and Sarah 
(Weaver) Raurn. Her father was born in 
Clermont cotmty, Kentucky, February I 5, 
1805, and his wife in Ohio, January 16, 
1804. They became the parents of ten chil- 
dren, of whom six are now living: Oliver, 
who was horn January 5 ,  1828, in Clermont 
county, is living in Side11 township and mar- 
ried Helen McClenathan, by whom he has 
one child living. Mrs. Sandusky was born 
Jnly 4, 1829, in Clermont county: Charles 
M., was born in Vermilion county, Illinois, 
December 32, 1838, and now living in Ari- 
zona, married Jennie Craig and has three 
living children : Samuel is represented 
elsewhere in this svork William, born in 
Vermilion county, March 19, 1843, is living 
in Indiana; Angeline, born June 6, 1849, in 
Vermilion county, is acting as housekeeper 
for her brother IVilliam. Of those deceased, 
Susannah, born in Vermilion county, Sep- , 

tember 12, 183 I ,  became the wife of Thomas 
Rice and died leaving two children; Sarah 
J., born in Verillilion county, in 1833, died 
in childhood ; Catherine, born in this county, 
December 15, 1834, ~ 1 - a ~  the wife of Morton 

-Pugh and left five children a t  her death; 

Francis M., born in Vermilion county, Oc- 
tober I I, 1836, died in childhood. The fa- 
ther of this family came to Vermilion coun- 
ty in 1829 when Mrs. Sandusky was only 
three months old and settled on what is now 
the Indianola fair grounds, where he se- 
cured a tract of land from the government. 
He lived to be seventy-five years of age and 
his wife passed away at the age of thirty- 
eight. She was a daughter of Michael 
Weaver and their remains were interred in 
the old Weaver cemetery in Carroll town- 
ship. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. San- 
dusky was celebrated April ao, 1849, and 
thev became the parents of five children, of 
whom a daughter died in infancy. Caroline 
is the widow of James Snapp and resides in 
Geoi-getovn. She had three children by this 
union, Belle, Ivan and lvillie, and by her 
former marriage she had tivo daugilters, 
Mary and Josephine. Adeline is the wife of 
Thompson .McN!illan, a lumber aealer of 
Danville and they have two living children, 
Nellie ant1 Edward. Rochester, who is en- 
gaged in the operation of the home place, is 
one of the prominent farmers of Carroll 
to\~nsl~ip. Belle is the wife of JVilliam H. 
James, a druggist of Rossville, Illirlois, and - 

they have three children: JVillie, Don and 
Mary Margaret. Mr. and Mrs.' Sandusky 
have two great-grandchildreti. These are 
Fern and Ralph Elliott, children of Mrs. 
Earl Elliott, of Georgetown. 

-it the time of his marriage Mr. San- 
duslcy started out lvith tu-o hundred and 
forty acres of land and that he has lived a 
life of industry, earnest labor and persever- 
ance is shown by €he fact that he added to  
his possessions until lie now has fifteen hun- 
dred and twenty acres in the home 'place. 
This is a most creditable showing of a life 
work and, moreover, Mr. Sandusky has al- 
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ways maintained honorable business rela- 
tions and enjoyed the confidence and good 
will of his fellow men. From the beginning 
he engaged in the cattle business and was at 
one time interested in shorthorn cattle, be- 
ing an extensive raiser. 'IVhatever he has 
undertaken has received his undivided at- 
tention and his work has been of a nature to 
return to him an excellent income. For 
many years he was recognized as one of the 
prominent cattle men o i  Illinois, buying cat- 
tle and feeding them to the extent of about 
three hundred head at a time. 

In his vien-s ht. Sandusky is a 
Rep~~blican, but has never sought or desired 
office. Since pioneer ti~nes he has lived in 
this county. In the early days he n-ould ride 
for miles in any direction ~vithout coming 
across fences to impede his progress. He 
frequently enjoyed a hunt for deer and les- 
ser game and often killed n-elves which fre- 
quently awakened the settlers from their 
sleep by their howling. There \\-ere geese, 
ducks, \vilcl turkeys and prairie chickens and 
many of these fo\vls furnished a meal for the 
early settlers. To give the life history of 
William Sandusky in detail ~vould be to pic- 
ture forth the pioneer conditio~ls and the 
agricultural life of Vermilion county. He 
has always been identified ~vith fartlling in- 
terests and to-clay is the possessor of a hand- 
some property as the reward of a \\-ell spent 
life. - - A 

B. I. POLAWD. 31. D. 

Dr. B. I. Poland. a practicing physician of 
Danville, I V ~ S  born in Gallatin county. Ken- 
tucky, May 30, 1854, and is a'son of Isaac 
and Martha (Duncan') Poland. the former 
a native of Tennessee and the latter of Gal- 
Iatin county, Kentucky. The Doctor at- 

tended school in his native county and in 
I 861 accompariied his parents to Illinois, liv- 
ing on the home farm which was situated 
across the Indiana state line. In this local- 
ity he attended the district schools until sev- 
enteen years of age, when he begm teaching 
and for eight years followed that profession. 
He prepared for the practice of medicine as 
a student in the Bennett Medical College, of 
Chicago, in which he mas graduated in 1883. 
He a f tern-ard entered the Iledical College 
of .Atlanta. Georgia, completing his course 
there by graduation in 18gj. He \\-as en- 
gaged in general practice from 1878 until 
1885. \\-hen he took up special practice in the 
treatment of diseases of the eye. ear, nose 
and throat. His office is located in the Tem- 
ple building of Danville. Dr. Poland has a 
large practice in his specialty. the public 
recognizing his capability and skill. 

On the 21st of October. 1874, in Ver- 
milion county. Illinois, the Doctor wedded 
Emma B. Leonard. 11-ho mas born in this 
county. July 14. 1857, her parents being 
Philip and Angelina E. (\Villiams) Leon- 
ard. the latter a native of England. After 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Leonard lo- 
cated sir  miles north of Danville and he was 
numbered among the old settlers and leading 
farniers of Vermilion county. A Democrat 
in politics. he earnestly advocated the prin- 
ciples of the party and for many years served 
a.; justice of the peace. He u-as also a 
prominent member of the Christian church 
and in that faith died. His ~vido\\- now 
resides on the homestead farm. Unto the 
Doctor and his wife have been born two chil- 
dren: B. F., born h4aj- 30, 1878; and Clar- 
ence S.. born A U ~ I S ~  I I, 1884. 

Dr. Poland is a stanch Democrat and is 
a member of the Christian church. He is 
now United States examining surgeon and 
is a member of the Danville library board. He 
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is senring as-oculist for the Chicago & East- 
em Illinois Railroad Company and for the St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, and is a member-of the 
Vermilion County Medical Society and the 
Illinois State Medical Society. In a calling 
where pronlotion depends upon individual 
merit he has gained an enviable position as a 
physician. 

A - - ~+- 
a 

THOMAS %. COLLISON. 

From early pioneer days Thomas F. Col- 
lison has been a resident of Vermilion coun- 
t y  and has been an interested witness of al- 
most the entire growth and improvement 
of this portion of the state. The traveler 
of to-day can scarcely realize the condition 
of things here during his youth. He  has 
seen deer and other wild game here and has 
traveled over the prairies for miles without 
coming to a fence or other indication of 
ownership by man. He was born October 
12, 1834, on a farm on which he now lives. 

His father, Absalom Collison, was a na- 
tive of Pike county, Ohio, and in 1828 came 
to Illinois. He entered forty acres of land 
from the government and began the develop- 
ment of a farm. He had previously worked 
in the Kanawha Salt Works of West Vir- 
ginia and with little capital he came to Illi- 
nois. Here he was married to Miss Mary 

- Chenoweth, who was born near Columbus, 
Ohio, and came with her father, Thomas 
Chenoweth. to Illinois. I t  mas in his honor 
that the subject of this review ~vas named. 
Mr. Collison died in the year 1849 and his 

' 
widow aftenvard married John Smith, who 
is now deceased. Our subject was the eldest 
of a family of seven children, the others be- 
ing F. Asbury, who lives on a farm adjoin- 
ing Collison: Mrs. Elizabeth Martin, of 
Sumner county, Kansas : Mary Jane, the 

widow of .Samuel Coon, of Rantoul, Illi- 
nois; John. who is also living in Rantoul; 
James, a farmer of Middlefork township, 
Vermilion county; and Samuel, who is a 
banker of Rossville, Ilinois. 

Mr. Collison of this review began his 
education in his own home, a lady teacher 
being employed to instruct the children of 
the Collison household and the children of 
the neigliborhood who ivould come there for 
that purpose. Later he attended the sub- 
scription school, which was held in a log 
building with greased paper windows and an 
outsicle chimney built of mud and sticks. 
The boys who attended the school ~vould 
cut logs to be used for fuel. For about sev- 
en years Thomas F. Collison attended school 
during the winter months and in the summer 
season u-orked on the farm. He  never saw 
a blackboard in all his school days. The last 
school which he attended was taught by Mr. 
h/Iiner, who had our subject purchase a slate 
which was used as a blackboard for the 
school. A testament served as a reader ancl 
an old elementary spelling book was used. 
while the pens were made of cluills. 

Mr. Collison remained at home until af- 
ter his father's death. He received from the 
estate one hundred acres of raw prairie land 
and ninety dollars in cash, the land being 
valued at a b u t  five cloIlars per acre. He 
was then married to Miss Mary Billsland, 
who was born in Indiana, near Covington, 
and ~vith whom he became acquainted while 
she was teaching school in this district. She 
lived until 1864 and then passed away, leav- 
ing four children: Francis R., Charles, 
Dora and Florence L., all of whom are now 
living. After the loss of his first wife, Mr. 
Collisoil wedded Mary Courtney, of Penn- 
sylvania. They have three children: Al- 
bert T., a banker of Windsor; Elizabeth, the 
wife of George Crays, who is employed in a 
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bank in Rossville; and Stella, the wife of 
Alfred Crays, xi-110 is engaged in the bank- 
ing business in ?iTindsor. 

Throughout his business career Mr. Col- 
Iison has been connected one way or another 
with agricultural pursuits. H e  now 011-ns 
over sixteen hundred acres of valuable land. 
In 1893 t116 railroad crossed his farm and 
the company paid him forty-five hundred 
dollars for the right of way. The follo~v- 
ing year the town of Collison \\-as estab- 
lished, about t~venty acres of his land being 
included within the ton-11 plat. He built the 
first buildings there, a d\velling and a black- 
smith shop, alld later he erected a brick 
building and a store b~~ilding. Durillg the 
last three iears he has rented all of his land 
\\-it11 the exception of his pastures. For 
sonle pears he has been estetlsively engaged 
in the stock business. buying. feeding and 
shipping. 111 1502 lle shippecl six hundred 
hogs and about r 30 head of cattle. the for- 
mer bringing hi111 01-er twelve thousand dol- 
lars. H e  has all\-ays given lllore attention 
to stock-raising than farming. having 
largely hired labor lor t l ~ e  \vork of cultivat- 
ing the fields. He drove cattle and sheep to 
Chicago before ally railroad was built and it 
is ~vithin his memory that tlle boundary of 
Vernlilioll count!- extended almost to that 
city. In 1897. in C O I I I ~ ~ C ~ ~ O I I  \\-it11 Ecl~vard 
Stevens. he \\-ent to Liverpool in charge of a 
cargo of cattle. visiting Lontlon (luring the 
trip, which collsulllecl about forty clays al- 
together. Mr. Collisoll is also a stock- 
holder in the bank of Rosst-ille and \ITind- 
sor, his stock to the amount of ten tl~ous- 
and dollars in Rossville and fifteen thousand 
dollars ir? II~indsor. having been placed to 
the credit of his son and son-in-la\\-. 

Mr. Collison ~ v a s  lllade a Mason at New- 
tolvn, Illinois. but is now dernitted. there be- 
ing .no lodge in his home ton-n. H e  is a 

member of the Knights of Pythias frater- 
nity and the hlodern Woodmen of America, 
and for twenty years he has been a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which 
he has served almost continuously as a trus- 
tee. H e  aided in building the Pilot chapel 
to which he gave three hundred dollars and 
he also contributed six hundred dollars t o  
the building of the Collison church. In poli- 
tics he has always been a Republican. H i s  
is one of tlle attractive homes of this por- 
tion of the county. On his farm he has flow- 
ing ivells and at his horne he lifts the water 
from the well with a gas engine. He hasc al- 
ways k e n  progressive in his work. keeping 
in touch lvith the advanced spirit of the 
times and everything about his place is neat 
and thrifty in appearance. For sixty-eight 
years Mr. Collison has been a resident of 
Vermilion county. He is a fine looking 
geiltleman with a long u-hite beard, a kindly 
and strong face. -All who know him esteem 
him for his genuine worth, and his success- 
ful career coillmands the atlmiration of those 
who are familiar ~vith his history. -4s one 
of the honored pioneer residents of the coun- 
ty he certainly deserves mention in this vol- 
ume. for his entire career has been closely 
inter\\-oven \\-it11 the clex-eloprnalt and 
groivtl? of this portion of the state. 

JAnIES P. COOK. 

James P. Cook, a capitalist and land 
owner of Danville, belongs t o  one of the old 
families of this county and is a worthy rep- 
resentative here. His paternaI grandfather, 
James Cook. came from Ohio to Vermilion 
county in the year 1835, casting in his lot 
with its first settlers. H e  took up his abode 
two and one-half miles east of \Vestville, on 
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section 10, Ge~r~getovvn township. The land 
bot~ght by him was wild and unimproved 
and the work of progress and improvement 
seemed scarcely begun. Deer and other wild 
game was to be found in this portion of the 
state and much of the land was swampy and 
fit11 of sloughs, but there came to .chis portion 
of Illinois a progressive, courageous class 
of pioneers, who in due course of time 
wrought a g-reat transformation in the coun- 
ty and placed it with the leading counties of 
the state. The grandfather bore his part in 
the work o i  improvement and upbuilding 
and continued to engage in agricultural pur- 
suits here until his death, which occurred 
about 1871. 

At that time Sainuel Cook, the father of 
our .subject, took charge of the old family 
homestead. He  had previously married 
Melvina Graves. Throughout his entire 
life he carried on agricultural pursuits 
until the time of his retirement in 1900. He 
lived upon the old homestead almost con- 
tinuously with the exception of two years 
prior to his marriage. He first had one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land to which he 
added a tract of eighty acres and his farm of 
two hundred and forty acres -became one of 
the valuable country seats of Catlin town- 
ship. There he was engaged in general 
farming until 1900, when he put aside busi- 
ness cares and removed to Danville. Later, 
however, he sold his property in that city 
and also his farm in Oakwood and pur- 
chased t m 7 0  hundred acres west of Catlin. 
His first wife died abotlt 183 j and he after- 
ward married again, his second union being 
with Martha E. Citizen. By the first union 
there mkre six children : George, a resident 
farmer of Catlin township ; James P., of this 
review; Mary, the wife of John A. Wherry, 
who' is living on the old homestead in CatIin 
tominship; hlaggie, who died at the age of 

fifteen years; Ellen, 11-110 died in infancy; 
and Charles F., who married Celia Podgett 
and is living in Danville. Three children 
have been born of the second marriage: 
Berta, Frank and Fred, all of whom are at 
home, 

James P. Cook of this review was born 
on his father's farm in Catlin to.ovnship, 
March 27, 1855. He pursued his education 
in the common schools and afterward en- 
gaged in farming on his father's land for 
two years. H e  then purchased ninety-two 
acres of land where the village of Westville 
n o ~ s ~  stands, in 1880, and commenced its cul- 
tivation and improvement. Since that time 
he has divided this into town lots and has dis- 
posed of most of it at a fair profit. He now 
on7ns ten houses and lots there, the dwell- 
ings being occupied by miners. In addition 
to his real estate operations he has valuable 
farm land, owning five hundred acres near 
Potomac, which he rents. He also owns a 
nice residence in IVestville and has farm 
property near that place. At the present 
time he is erecting a fine residence in Dan- 
ville at the corner of Main and Gilbert 
streets and as soon as it is completed he in- 
tends to remove to that city and make it his 
fttture home. 

James P. Cook married Eveline O'Neal, 
a daughter of Isaac 07Keal, who was one of 
the old settlers of the county and died here 
in the year 1876. He was one of the larg- 
est land ovjilers in this portion of the state 
and a very promineilt and influential citi- 
zen respected and honored by all who knew 
him. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Cook 
has been blessed with four children. Ger- 
trude is the wife of Frank Downing and is 
residing one-haif mile \vest of JVestville. ' 

Lena and Stella, twins, are at home. Her- 
man, born Deceniber 16, 1885, is also under 
the parental roof. The parents hold mern- 
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bership in the Christian church of West- 
ville, in which our subject is now serving 
as a deacon. In politics he is a Democrat 
and for several years he served as a school 
director in his township. He has made ju- 
dicious investments in property and thereby 
has acquired a handsome competence, num- 
bering him among the leading land owners 
of Vermilion county. H e  is enabled to sur- 
round his family with many of the com- 
f ~ r t s  and some of die luxuries of life and 
n~t l l ing  gives liirn greater pleasure than to 
minister to their happiness and welfare. In 
business affairs he sustains a high reputa- 
tion, because he has always been straight- 
for\\-ard in liis dealings, prompt in meeting 
an obligation and in keeping engagements. 
H e  is thus kno~vn as an honorable man, is a 
pleasant social conlpanion and one n-11ose 
friends in the co~nmunity are many. 

E. R. E. KIMBROUGH. 

The term "captains of industry" is a 
familiar one in the parlance of the day and 
has arisen from the conditions of the world 
when business activity has replaced the rec- 
ords of war and conqtlest in the histor- of 
civilized nations. Each city claims its rep- 
resentatives who have worthily won this 
title in the control of large professional. 
commercial or industrial interests. and fre- 
quently it is found that one man has become 
a master in more than one of these lines. 
H.e who is at all familiar with the life record 
of E. R. E. Kimbrough will not hesitate to 
place him with his class so prominent in 
public regard, for his entire career has been 
one of activity, energy and enterprise 
and the result accomplished well entitles 
him to mention as one of the leaders 
in business circles of DanviUe. H e  has 

labored along many lines with success, 
so that his name has figured in the financial 
records as well as in connection with great 
productive interests, yet perhaps he is best 
Lmoivn in Danville as a member of the bar, 
\\-ell versed in various departments of juris- 
prudence. 

Mr. Kirnbrough \\-as born in Edgar 
county, near Paris, Illinois, March 28, 1851, 
and is a son of -4ndrew H. and Sarah Kim- 
brough, both of ~vhom are living, as are 
the daughters of the famiIy-Laura and L. 
A. E. R. E. Kimbrough, the only son, 
having acquired his preliminary education 
in the public schools, became a student in 
the State University at Sonnal, Illinois, 
\\-here he was graduated with the class of 
1875. He entered upon the study of law 
under the direction of E. S. Terry, of Dan- 
rille. with whom he continued until Janu- 
ary 8, 1876, n-hen he successfully passed an 
esamination admitting him to the bar. In  
the meantime, in 1574-5, he had en- 
gaged in teaching as superintendent of the 
Golconda schools. After his admission to 
the bar he opened an office in this city in the 
First National Bank building and 11-as asso- 
ciated in practice with IV. D. Lindsey until 
December. 1882. when the relationship \\;as 
discontinued. He was then alone in prac- 
tice until Julyt 1893, when he became as- 
sociated with James -A. Rlfeeks and this part- 
nership still obtains. The law practice of 
the firm has constantly increased in volume, 
and importance, connecting them with muck 
of the chief litigation tried in the courts of 
the district. Mr. Kimbrough's success 
came soon because his equipment was ~ m -  
usually good. Along with those qualities 
indispensable to the Iawyer.-a keen, 
rapid logical mind plus the business sense, 
and a ready capacity for hard work.-he 
brought to the starting point of his career 
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rarer gift%--eloquence of language and a 
strong personality. An excellent presence, 
an earnest, dignified manner; marked 
strength of character, a thorough grasp of 
the law, and the ability accurately to apply 
its principles, are factors in his effectiveness 
as  an advocate. 

Mr. Kimbrough is also a man of large 
business capacity in other directions. He 
was formerly connected with the Electric 
Light & Gas Company md for a quarter of 
a century he \Tias connected with the First 
National Bank. He is at present one of its 
stockholders and a director, and for two 
years has been its vice president. The ma- 
terial improven1en.t of the city has been pro- 
moted by him for in I 896 he erected in con- 
nection ~i.ith Louis Platt, the Kimbrough & 
Platt b~~ilding, the first office building in 
the city, and in conjunctior. with Louis 
Platt he erected the Temple Building, in 
1901. He has been connected \vim the- 
Home and Danville Building .~ssociations 
as a director and attorney for over twenty 
years. Other property interests which he 
has include the OIL-nership of seven or eight 
hundred acres of land. 

I t  is usually found that a man of large 
business interests and important undertak- 
ings has a broad o~~tlook upon public affairs 
and that to a greater or less extent is a c  
tively interested in the political situation of 
the country. Mr. Kimbrough has labored 
earnestly and effectively in the support of 
the political principles which he thinks are 
best calctllated to conserve the nation's wel- 
fare and the general good and is a conserva- 
tive Democrat. He  voted with the regular 
party. until 1896, when he endorsed the 
wing favoring the gold standard and be- 
came a delegate to the Indianapolis conven- 
tion of Gold-Democrats. He had also been 

a delegate to the national convention of the 
party in St. Louis, in 1888, and in Chicago, 
in 1892. In 1878 he was the Democratic 
candidate for state senator from his district 
and was defeated by only three hundred and 
seventeen votes, although the usual Repub- 
lican majority was two thousand. In 1882 
and again in 1884 he was elected to the gen- 
eral assembly and left the impress of his 
individuality upon the legislation enacted 
during those sessions.- In the city of his 
residence, where he is best known. ample 
proof mas given of the p~~blic  confidence in 
his ability and his loyalty to the general 
good, when in 1897 he was elected may-or 
of Danville on an independent ticket over 
three other candidates, when reform was 
made the issue, He carried out his prom- 
ises and to the best of his personal ability 
and official power labored for the welfare of 
the city, introducing many needed reforms 
and improvements. For nine years he 
served as a member of the board of educa- 
tion of Danville, and since 1893 he has been 
a member of the state board of education, 
having been first appointed by Governor 
Altgeld and reappointed by Governor 
Tanner. 

In September, 1876, Mr. Kimbrough 
was united in marriage to Julia C. Tincher, 
a daughter of John L. Tincher. who was 
one of the founders of the First National 
Bank and a partner of J. G. English in the 
banking business. He was regarded as one 
of the most prominent and influential men 
in financial and commercial circles of Dan- 
ville and was also distinguished as a states- 
man. H e  died while serving as a member 
of the Illinois senate in 1871. Untp Mr. 
and Mrs. Kimbrough was born a son, Rob-' 
ert, but he died in 1886, at the age of nine 
years, this being the first death to occur in 
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the Kirnbrough family through many years. 
Mr. Kimbrough belongs to the Mason- 

ic fraternity, in which he has taken the de- 
grees of the blue lodge, chapter and com- 
mander~.  H e  is also a representative of the 
Knights of Honor and of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. He  has a wide 
acquaintance among leading men through- 
out the state. He has ever occupied a prom- 
inent position in the foremost rank of the 
legal practitioners of Danville. His life 
has been one of untiring activity and has 
been cro~vned \vith a high degree of success, 
yet he is not less esteemed as a citizen than 
as a lawyer. and his kindly impulses and 
charming cordiality of manner have rendered 
him esceedingly popular among all classes. 

,hlthough one of the recent arrivals in 
Vermilion county Dr. J. H. McIntosh has 
already gained a liberal pqtronage in the 
line of his profession in Hope and in the 
surrounding district. He is one of the na- 
tive sons of Illinois. his birth having oc- 
curred in JVhite county, on the 10th of Jan- 
uary, 1872. H e  was born upon a farm. a 
son of the Rev. J. 117. 3lcIntosh. a Illethod- 
ist Episcopal minister who belonged to the 
Southern Illinois conference. His deatl 
occurred in September. 1899. but his \\-idon-. 
who bore the maiden name of Nancy J. 
Hendrick, is now living with her son, the 
Doctor. In their family were eleren chil- 
dren, seven of whom still survive and n-ith 
the exception of two Dr. 3lcIntosh is the 
youngest. 

The Doctor pursued his literary educa- 
tion in Lebanon, Illinois. as a student in 

McKendree College. He afterward spent 
one year as a student in the Missouri bfedi- 
cal College in St. Louis and then entered- 
the Barnes Medical College of the same city 
in which he was graduated with the class of 
189 j. Soon afterward he located in 
Ma~~nie ,  Il'hite county. where he remained 
for a year. when he renlol-ed to Grayr-ille 
of the same county. Subsequently he prac- 
ticed in Dewitt, De1I-itt county, and in De- 
cember. 1901. he came to Hope, where he 
has since renlainecl successful1 y engaged in 
the general practice of medicine and surgery. 

In Bellel-ille. Illinois. in 1895, the Doc- 
tor married -1nnie Pfeifer. a native of St. 
Clair county. Illinois. and a daughter of -An- 
thony and Sanette (Sohm) Pfeifer. Her  
parents were born and 'reiired in Ger- 
many and are nou- residing in Hope with the 
Doctor and his wife. Mrs. JlcIntosh is a 
well educated lady of natural refinement and 
is a graduate of the high school of Eelle- 
rille. Prior to her marriage she engaged in 
teaching to some extent. She has become 
the mother of three children : Florence. 
Stephen D. and Ruth. 

The Doctor on-ns property in Dandle ,  
having purchased a lot there and erected a 
house. He carries a line of drugs and com- 
pounds. all of his own prescriptions. H e  
is the only physician in Hope and his prac- 
tice covers a \vide area. --I young man. he 
entered upon his professional career 
equipped for the resporlsible duties of that 
position and he keeps abreast x i th  the times 
through reading and research. He belongs 
to the Illinois State Medical Society and in 
his fraternal relations is a Mason. holding 
membership with the lodge at  Hope. He 
also belongs to  the Methodist Episcopal 
church and is a worker in church and Sun- 
day-school. His political support is given 
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to the Republican party and a t  the present sey county, Illinois, and then removed to 
timelle is serving as a member of the school Christian county, where the father died in 
board. in Hope His position as a leading 
citizen of this portion of the county is due 
not only to his professional skill but to his 
public-spirited devotion to the general good 
and his genial personal worth. 

JOHN LEEMON. 

When for miles the  broad prairies 
stretched- away wild and unimproved, when 
the land was still in possession of the gov- 

1862. The mother survived him for some 
years and spent her last days with her son 
John, passing away in 1882. 

John Leemon was reared and educated 
in the land of his nativi.ty and was twenty- 
two years of age when he resolved to seek 
his fortune beyond the Atlantic, hoping to 
take advantage of some of the excellent op- 
portunities which he had heard were offered 
youilg men in the new world. He did not 
tarry on the Atlantic coast but came at once 
to Illinois, settling in Jersey county. Here 
he began working by the month for twelve 

ernment and the most far-sighted could not dollars and in the winter season he husked 
have dreamed that a few years would make corn at two cents a bushel and board. His 
a wonderful change here, John Leemon 
came to Vermilion county and upon its 
broad prairie he took up his abode far from 
any home, save the one settlement which 
was the residence of Thomas Hoopes. He 
assisted in the arduous task of reclaiming 
the wild land for the purposes of civiliza- 
tion and certainly no resident of this part of 
the state is entitled to more honorable and 
distinct consideration in a work of this char- 
acter than he of whom we write-a pioneer 
whose labor brought not only prosperity' to 
himself but was of the greatest benefit in the 
development and. upbuilding of this portion 
of the state. 

Mr. Leemon was born of Scotch par- 
entage in County Armagh, Ireland, on the8th 
of May, 1829. His father, Thoinas Leemon, 
was likewise born in the north of Ireland. 
to which district his forefathers had been 
driven during the time of religious perse- 
cuti6n in Scotland. He married Miss Eliza- 
beth Thompson, and they reared a family of 
six children, all of whom followed our sub- 
ject to America in r854, three years after 
his arrival. For a time they resided in Jer- 

wants were few and even at that small wage 
he managed to' save a little money until he 
had enough to buy a team. He  then rented 
a tract of land in Jersey county and began 
farming on his own account, carrying on'ag- 
ricttltural work there until 1857. 

In the. meantime he visited Vermilion 
county and four hundred and 
forty acres of wild land. As this district 
was still in possession of the government 
and the pioneer settlements had not pene- 
trated this far into the blississippi valley, 
land could be purchased at almost a nomi- 
nal figure. Mr. Leemon. however, did not 
buy for speculation purposes but with the in- 
tention of developing a farm for himself 
and as soon as possible he began the work of 
plo~ving. planting and harvesting upon the 
tract of which he had become the owner. H e  
boarded in the home of Mr. Hoopes, who 
had the only house upon the prairie in this ' 
vicinity at that time. Night and morning 
he went to and from his place of work, a 
distance of two and one-half miles. In the 
fall of 1857 he erected a small house upon 
his own farm, there keeping "bachelor's . 
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hall" until the time of his marriage. Ener- 
getic, resolute and industrious, his work was 
carried on with marked determination and 
with good effect. His labors wrought a 
wonderful transformation in the appearance 
of .his place and its value. H e  planted for- 
est and fruit trees and set out many rods of 
hedge fence. IVith the work of agricultural 
improvenlents he kept abreast and added to 
his farm everything that would facilitate 
the work and inake his property attractive. 
H e  placed upon his land two windmills and 
a feedmill and his barn was underlaid with 
water pipes, which led to various tanks 
wherever water was required for stock. The 
wet land M-as tiled and thus made cultivable, 
his tiling being brought from Bloomington. 
He practiced the rotation of crops and in an 
intelligent manner carried on the active . 

work of developing and improving his land 
until the Leemon far111 gained a wide repu- 
tation, unsurpassed by any in eastern Illi- 
nois, because of its productiveness and the 
splendid improvements found thereon. 
Gradually the settlements increased, the evi- 
dences of frontier life gave way before those 
of an advanced civilization, the deer and 
11-olves ~\-hich n-ere once so numerous were 
drirei~ out. Mr. Leemoll often remarked 
that he saw as many as seventy-five head of 
deer in a single herd and the early settlers 
were frequently called for a 11-olf hunt when 
hunger had made the 11-011-es so ventureso~ne 
that they 11-ould steal to the very doors of 
the cabins in order to get the 1-enison found 
hanging bv the side of the house. Nany 
winters he killed from fifteen to twenty 
head of deer and it \\-as he that killed the last 
deer knoll-n to have been slain upon the 
prairies. 

I t  11-as on the 26th oi --lugust. 1865, in 
Ross\-ille. that Mr. Leemon ~vas  united in 
marriage to Miss Loderna Brown, of Butler 

totvnship. She was born near Lockport, Ni- 
agara county, Sew k-ork, a daughter' of John 
Brown, who removed to Indiana with his 
family when Mrs. Leemon was only about 
seventeen years of age. There she lived un- 
til she was twenty-two years of age, when 
the family came to East Lynn, Vermilion 
coufity. Her father spent his last days in 
Marysville, Tennessee, where he died a num- 
ber of years ago. His wife, who bore the 
maiden name of Catherine Bears, remained 
with Mrs. Leemon until shortly before her 
death in 1888. ,%t the time of their mar- 
riage Mr. Leemon took his bride to the home 
which he had already prepared and as the 
years passed children were added to the hous- 
hold to the number of six. They lost their 
eldest chiId, hon-ever, a daughter, Izele, who 
died at  the age of twelve years. The others 
are : Lida; Robert h., who married Bessie 
Gilson. of Chicago, in 189 j, and is now liv- 
ing on Fenn street in Hoopeston; John A., 
Charles X. and Edith L., all of \\-horn are 
with their mother in Hoopeston. They have 
been provided with excellent educations, 
Robert having attended school in Quincy, 
Illinois; Lida in Onarga, this state; John 
and Charles in Galesburg and Chicago; 
while Edith has been a student in Lake For- 
est. 

T;pon attaining his majority BIr. Lee- 
mon became an advocate of the Democracy 
but at local elections 11-here no issue \\-as in- 
volved he voted independently. His fellow 
to~vi~smen, recognizing his \\-orth and abil- 
ity. frequently called him to public office and 
he filled creditably el-erq- official position in 
town and township. For eight years he was 
justice of the peace, ?\:as a school director 
and trustee, and for four years was super- 
visor. H e  uniformly distinguished himself 
as a man of progressive and liberal ideas, 
one ~villing to give his time and influence to 
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those enterprises calculated for the general 

g d .  H e  was reared in the faith of the 
Presbyterian church and his life was ever an 
honorable one, industry and foresight k i n g  
=l.ient features in his career. He never used 
liquor or tobacco nor abused nature laws 
and therefore enjoyed good health. When 
his labors had brought a sufficient - capital to 
enable him to think of retiring from business 
life and to plan for an enjoyment of a well 
earned rest, the community was shocked in 
hearing of his death on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, 1890. He drove to Hoopeston for a load 
of lumber and was returning home when his 
team became unmanageable and ran away. 
He  was thrown to the ground and the awful 
weight of the load of lumber was dragged 
over his body, crushing out his life. He 
lived for only two days after the accident 
and was then laid to rest- in Floral Hill cem- 

. etery at Hoopeston. It is safe to say that 
no citizen of this community has ever been 
more deeply mourned than was John Lee- 
mon, for he was known as a man of sterling 
worth, who had endeared himself to all with 
whom he had come in contact in ties of 
friendship which naught but death could 
sever. As long as the history of Vermilion 
county is known to its citizens so long will 
the name of J.ohn Leemon be honored be- 
cause of what he accomplished in pioneer 
times. H e  was a very successful business 
man and at the time of his death his landed 
possessions were very extensive. He  owned 
in Vermilion and Iroquois counties more 
than eighteen hundred acres of land in addi- 
tion to a two-thirds interest in eighteen hun- 
dred acres in Scott county and some landed 
possessions in Christian county. Since his 

'death these lands have been divided among 
the heirs. He was one of the organizers of 
the Zamilton, Leemon & Lateer Bank, con- 
tinuing with it up to the time of his death, 

since which time it has become what is 
known as the Hamilton & Cunnii~gham 
Rank of Hoopeston. 

Mrs. Leemon has in her possession some 
valuable residence property in Hoopeston. 
In 1897 she decided to leave the farm and, 
purchasing property on Washington street 
in Hoopeston, she had this remodeled after 
her o\vn plans and now has a very beautiful 
and inviting home, valued at eight thousand 
dollars. lnto this she moved with her fam- 
ily anci is now a valued resident of the town. 
She holds n~embership in the Universalist 
church and to its support Mr. Leemon was 
a liberal contributor, although he never held 
membership with any religious denomina- 
tion. His mas a character of great breadth 
and purity, however, and to his family he 
left the precious legacy of the memory of a 
noble life that is well worth!- of eillulation. 

F. D. Tomlinso~l is a well kno\vn repre- 
sentative of the farming interests of Ver- 
milion county. He has five hundred acres 
of rich and arable land in Ross township 
and is accounted one of the successful and 
progressive agriculturists and also one of 
the early settlers of this locality. for since 
1856 he has made his home in the count)-: 
He Ivas born near I\larsl~field, in JVarren 
county, Indiana, March 2 j, 1842. His fa- 
ther, Jesse Tomlinson, was a native of 
Ohio and after arriving at years of illaturity 
removed westward, settling in IVarren 
county in 1827, among the early settlers of 
that part of the state. He took up his abode 
upon a farm and there he remained until his 
life's labors were ended in death in 1853. 
He was married there to M& McFarland. 
a native of Ohio. Her death occurred with- 
in two months of her husband's demise. 
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The subject of this review is called Dean of this cortnty, born in Sex-ell township. 
Tomlinson by his many friends and the cir- Januaq- 26, 1853- Her father. Charles S. 
cle' of his acquaintance is a very wide one 1 - o ~ ~ n g  lvas one of the early settlers, who ' 
in Vermilion county. He is the youngest clme to Illinois from Kentucky. his birth 
in a family of five sons and six daughters. having occurred in Bourbon co~mty. that - 
all of \\-horn reached mature years. although statc. in ~Soa. He establisl~ed his home in . 

he and his two sisters are the only ones non- 
living. His sister Frances resides with him 
acting as his housekeeper since the death 
of his wife. The other sister, Juliet, is the 
wife of Mr. B. Rlifler, of Marshfield, In- 
diana. After the death of his father in 
1833 F. D. Tomlinson came to Illinois. 
being at that time a youth of fourteen years. 
He lived with his brother-in-law until he 
had attained his majority, \\-hen he rented 
land and engaged in farming on his on-n ac- 
count. After two years he settled upon his 
on-n place, where he no\\- resides. He se- 
cured a tract of raw prairie \\-I~ich he broke 
and fenced, continuing its cultivation as the 
years passed until its rich productive fields 
constitute one of the valuable farms of the 
coinmunity. His first home was a log 
cabin, which he occupied for several years 
while clearing and del-eloping his farm, 
but it has long since been replaced by a 
commodious, neat and substantial residence. 
He also has a good barn upon his place. 
convenient outbuildings and the latest im- 
proved machinery. An orchard of his o\\-11 
planting bears its fruit in season and shade 
trees surro~~nd the home. The place is 11-ell 
tiled so that the land has become arable. 
and fences divide the farm into fields of 
convenient sizes. He raises good stock in 
addition to the cultivation of his crops and 
his is one of the modem and model farms 
of the county. 

In this county. in Neu-ell township. So-  
vember I 2, I 872. R'lr. Tomlinson u-as united 
in marriage to Matilda C. Yot~ng. a native 

Sen-ell township at a very early period in 
its improvement and was there engaged in 
farniing. In 1889 Mr. Tomlinson \\-as 
callecl upon to mourn the loss of his 11-ife, 
1~110 passed away on the 22d of February, 
and n-as laid to rest in the family burial 
ground near Marshfield. Indiana. They 
had four children: Elizabeth F.. the wife 
of 0. IV. Cannon. of Dan\-ille. by 11-horn 
she has a son. 11-illiam D.; Charles S.; 
Jesse Dean; and John R. They also lost 
three children : I\lary. n-110 died when a 
child of seven pears: 11-alter. 11-110 died at  
the age of four years: and an infant son. 
IVhen age conferred upon 311.. Tomlinson 
the right of franchise he proudl- cast his 
first presidential vote for General U. S. 
Grant in 1868 and has gil-en his support to 
each presidential nominee of the party since 
that time. Forty-sis years' residence in this 
countrv entitles him to mention among the 
oltl settlers and he belongs to that class of 
enterprising citizens, n-110, while promoting 
their individual success. have also taken a 
helpful interest in the work pertaining to 
the general n-elfare. He is well known in 
the northeastern section oi the county and 
his intelligence. n-orth. and integrity have 
made him a valued citizen. 

T-errnilion 'county figures as one of the 
most attractive, progressive and prosperous 
division of the state of Illinois. justly claim- 
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ing a high order of citizenship and a spirit 
of enterprise which is certain to conserve 
onsecutive development and ma~ked ad- 
vancernnt in the material upbuilding of the 
section. The county has been and is sig- 
nally favored in the class of men ivllo have 
controlled its affairs in official capacity, and 
in this connection the subject of this review 
demands representation as one who has 
served the county faithfully and well in posi- 
tions of distinct trust and responsibility. 
He is now acceptably filling the position of 
county recorder, to which he was elected 
in I ~ O G  for a term of four years. 

Mr. Carter was .born in Peoria county, 
Illinois, September IS, 1863, and is a son 
of Abraham and Eliza (Baum) Carter. He 
comes of Welsh-American ancestry. His 
maternal grandfather, Charles Baum, was 
one of the pioneer settlers of Vermilion 
county, Illinois. He came from Ohio to 
this county, settling in Carroll township 
when tha t  region was still wild and unim- 
proved. He bore his part in the work of 
development and progress and he lived to 
the advanced age of ninety-eight years. Of 
his children there is but one survivor, Mrs. 
Eliza Carter, the mother of our subject. 
She is a native of Ohio, and for one-third 
of a century has been a widow, for Abraham 
Carter, the father of our subject, died in 
1869. He  was a native of Illinois. By 
this marriage there were three children, 
Charles E., now deceased; Frank A., who 
is living in Indianola, Illinois ; and William 
H., of this review. 

In the public schools of Indianola Will- 
iam H. Carter acquired his literary edu- 
cation. His early youth was spent upon the 
home farm and after entering upon his bus- 
iness career he accepted a clerkship in In- 
dianola. Later he served as deputy clerk 

and recorder. In 1900 he was elected re- . 

corder of Vermilion county on the Republi- 
can ticket for a term of four terms, so 
that he is now filling that position. He  has 
also held township offices, having served as 
collector. Socially he is identified with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
with the Masonic fraternity, the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows, and the Modern 
Woodmen of -4merica. No trust repcsed 
in' him has ever been betrayed and he is a 
most capable official, discharging his dutie: 
in a prompt and able manner, placing the 
general good before personal advancement. 

ROBERT V. CHESLEY. 

Upon the public life of Danville Robert 
V. Chesley left an indelible impression and 
he wrote his name upon the keystone of the 
legal arch of Illinois, figuring during the 
middle portion of the nineteeth century as 
one of the most skilled lawyers and gifted 
orators that appeared before courts of the 
state. No citizen of Danville was ever more 
respected and no man ever more fully en- 
joyed the respect so freely accorded him. 
Honorable in business, loyal in citizenship, 
charitable in thought, kindly in action, true 
to every trust confided to his care, his life 
was of the highest type of American man- 
hood. He was one of the great lawyers of 
the Illinois bar who lives in the memories of 
his contemporaries encircled with the halo of 
a gracious presence, charming personality, 
profound legal wisdom, thrilling oratory, 
purity of public and private life and the quiet 
dignity of an ideal follower of his calling. 

Mr. Chesley was a native of Virginia, 
born May g, 1832, a son of Alexander P. 
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Chesley, who after removing to Danvilk be- 
came postmaster of the city. The son at- 
tended school in Columbus, Ohio, and from 
there carne to Vermilion county, where he 
entered upon his business career as an a p  
prentice to the harness-maker's trade under 
William Myers. IVhen his three years' term 
of semice had expired he continued \\-it11 his 
en~ployer as a journeyman for a number of 
years and then accepted a clerkship in the 
Huinphrey drug store. Subsequently he be- 
came a salesman in the dry-goods store of 
Prosper and Victor Leseure, after which he 
established a harness and saddlery store of 
his own, his shop standing at the corner op- 
posite the First ~at ' ional  Rank. He  re- 
mained in that business for a time and then 
again engaged in clerking, this time in the 
employe of Willianl E. Russel. a dry-goods 
merchant. 

About this tirne,-on the 2 1st of Octo- 
ber, 185~,--in Danville, Mr. Chesley n-as 
united in marriage to Xiss Helen 11. Rus- 
sel. a native of Litchfielcl county, Connecti- 
cut, born -August 16, 1830, a daughter of 
I\'illiam E. and Enleline (Bradley) Russel, 
the former a native of Middleto\vn. Connec- 
ticut, and the latter of Litchfield county. 
where they were married. Her father \vas 
engaged in the dry-goods business in the 
east and after his removal to Vermilion 
county in 1533 folio\\-ecl the sanle line of 
business. He  \\-as also engaged in the land 
and loan business and did a great deal of 
business for the county, also filling a number 
of offices, including that of justice of the 
peace. Pronlinent in public affairs his ac- 
tivity proved of benefit to the communit~- 
along many lines. His political support \\-as 
given the Democracy and socially he Ivas 
connected with the llasonic fraternity and 
the Independent Order of Odd Felloi~s. 
\vhile in religious faith he n-as a Cniversa- 

8 

list. He died in March, 1856, aid his wife 
passed away on the p h  of Nov&ber,- 1866. 
Mrs. Chesley mias one of a f&ily of four 
children. She has one living brother, AI- 
bert Russel, who is retired in Danville. 

+After his marriage Mr. Chesley contin- 
ued clerking until September, 1861, when 
wit11 patriotic inlpulse to aid in the preserva- 
tion of the Union he joined Company C, of 
the Twelfth Regiment of Illinois Infantry, 
serving under the coi~lmand of Colonel Mc- 
Arthur and General U. S. Grant. He was 
engaged in several battles and skirmishes, in- 
cluding the engagement at  Fort Donelson, 
where he \\-as wounded in the leg by a rifle 
bzll. He  n-as then sent to the hospital, 
where he \\-as discharged after serving for a 
pear. Uihen he had recorered he took up 
the study of la\\-. He had previously de- 
voted much time to reading law while work- 
ing at his trade. often sitting up nights until 
between one and tlvo o'clock pouring over 
some text-book. -After his return from the 
army 11e continued his reading in the office 
of 0. L. Davis and was admitted to the bar 
after successi~~11y passing the required exam- 
ination. He  then opened an office and began 
practice in Danville. He was interested in 
the trial of a  lumber of cases with ,Abraham 
1,incoln atld they became fast friends. H e  
ti-as also associatecl \\-it11 Stephen -4. Doug- 
las and other eminent men of the time, 
many of \\-ho~ii attained national reputations. 
-4 iv-illiant orator. his gift in this direction 
\\-as one of the potent elements of his suc- 
cess. but added to this \\-as his logical reason- 
ing, his comprehensive kno\\-ledge of the law 
ant1 his careful preparation of cases. His 
political support \\-as given to the Republican 
party and had he as d to political honors 
he undoubtedly coul !sf have won fame in 
that direction but he always refused to hold 
ofice. 
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. . Mr. and Nrs. Chelsey became the par- 
cpts of five children : Charles E., who mar- 

.ried Ida Di&en, by whom he has five chil- 
dren, is one of the owners of the Chesley 
Boiler IVorks and resides in Danville; Fred- 
erick H., who wedded Elizabefh Thomas and 
has two children, is also living in Danville 
and works for his brothers in the boiler fac- 
tory; John L., who married Eliza Ham- 
nett, is engaged in boiler manufacturing in 
this city; L. A., who married Helen S. Stew- 
art and has three children, is the secretary 
anc! treasurer of the Danville Foundry Com- 
pany ; Helen May, born in Vermilion coun- 
ty, January I, 1866, is the wife of Mr. S. 
Rowlson, tvho was born in Terre Haute, In- 
diana, February 24, 1858, their marriage 
taking place May 14, 1885. His father, I. L. 

sonal popularity and such his personal mag- 
netism that his appearance to address the - 
people was the signal for tumultuous en- 
thusiasm and when it was known that he . 

was to speak at a public or political gather- 
itig people tame for miles to hear him until 
the place of meeting was always taxed to its 
utmost capacity and his remarks were 
vllleered to the echo. But his was not alone 
the oratory of the master of rhetoric, his ut- 
terances rang with truth, originality, logic 
and power. His eloquence made his law 
pleas memorable and his law library w !as one 
of the finest of the state. The term "Our 
Bob,'' so often applied to him, was a token of 
endearment-an indication of the tender re- 
gard which his fellow totvnsmen had for 
him. In his family he was a devoted hus- 

Rowlson, is a native of Watertown, New band and father and put forth every effort in 
York. and was married in Terre Haute to 
Mrs. Mildred AlcGaughey. W. S. Rowlson 
is now engaged in the carriage business in 
Danville. He  is a Republican in his political 
views and a member of the Modern Wood- 
men fraternity. He and his wife reside at 
No. 927 North Walnut street and they have 
one son, Chesley, born February 24, 189 j. 

Mr. Chesley held membership with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and at- 
tended the Presbyterian church. He perhaps 
had more friends in this portion of the state 
than any other man. He was popular soci- 
ally and it is said that no man was more 
graceful or gallant in a ball room or at a 
social function. He  had a wonderful mem- 
ory for faces and incidents, a most polished 
manner and genial cordiality and all this ren- 
dexed hirn a most pleasant entertainer. As 
a lecturer he had no equal in Danville and in 
fact his superior ability won for him the 
title of "the silver-tongued orator of the 
west." On the platform such was his per- 

his power to promote the weifare and happi- 
ness of his wife and children. He  had a 
most comprehensive kno~vledge of the scrip- 
tures and while he made no professions of 
religion. he \\-l~o attempted to enlist him in a 
Biblical argument found that he must look 
to his own laurels. I-Ie lived religion rather 
than professed it, and no man was more 
generous to the poor and needy, more ready 
in sympathy or shed around him more of the - 
sunsllirle and happiness of life. His name 
is inscribed on the records of the bar of Illi- 
nois, hut in the city 11-here he made his home 
and throughout the state where he had ac- 
quaintances, it is enshrined in the hearts of 
those 11-110 were proud to call him friend. 

'l A * -  - - 

AITCS. 1DA.J. PASTUER. 

The field of journalism has drawn to 
its ranks many of the leading men of the 
country. men ~vhose patriotic devotion to 
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the general good, combined with business 
ability, has enabled them to establish papers 
having .marked influence upon the growth 
and substantial progress of the localities 
with which they are connected. Compara- 
tively few women, however, have entered 
the journalistic realm, but if others could 
do so, manifesting the same capability and 
success that has been shown by Mrs. Pas- 
tuer, it would certainly be a work worthy 
of the best efforts of womankind. She of 
whom we write is the editor of the Gazette. 
of Indianola. Upon her husband's death she 
took up the work which he was forced to 
lay down and with the assistance of her 
two sons, H. M. and W. R. Pastuer, she 
has made the paper a credit to the commun- 
ity and a worthy representative of the nen-s- 
paper field of this portion of the state of 
Illinois. 

Mrs. Pastuer is a native of Terre Haute, 
Indiana, and became the wife of Francis 
J. Pastuer, who established the Gazette. 
The Danville Press said of her: "She is 
a woman of much versatility and governs 
a newspaper with the dignity of a society 
woman in her drawing room. After the 
death of her husband she courageously took 
charge of his business and reared her little 
family. She mastered the business and made 
a success of its every detail." The paper now 
has a paid circulation of one thousand cop- 
ies, and is an excellent advertising medium. 
I t  is an eight page journal and the plant is 
equipped with everything necessary for the 
publication of a modern up-to-date paper. 
Mrs. Pasttler is ably assisted by her t11-o 
sons, H. M. and W. R., and the latter is 
not only serving as city editor but is also 
city clerk of Indianola. The former occu- 
pied the position of foreman of the printing 
office and possessed marked ability as a car- 

toon artist, his work in this direction being 
favorably commented upon by expert judges 
in this line in New York. He is at pres&t 
a student in the New York Cartooning 
school, ahd will take a position as cartoon- 
ist with a leading Afemphis, Tennessee, pa- 
per upon receiving his diploma. Mrs. Pas- 
tuer reads broadly, thinks deeply, and with- 
out strongly marked prejudice she presents 
the subjects of which she treats in a fair 
and just manner. Through the columns of 
her paper she has labored earnestly for the 
11-elfare of Indianola, and the to\\m is proud 
of the Gazette and of its editor. 

Since 1887 Dr. D. C. Hinshaw has re- 
sided in the village of Ridgefarm and 
throughout the southern part of the county 
has engaged in the practice of his profes- 
sion, a liberal patronage being accorded 
him, because he has demonstrated his skill 
and ability to cope successfully with the 
many intricate problems which are con- 
tinually facing the physician. He is a na- 
tive of Hamilton county, Indiana, born 
April 22, 1558. and is a son of John and 
Sarah Hillsha\\-. both of m-hom \\-ere na- 
tives of Sorth Carolina, and. rernox-ing to 
Hanlilton county. Indiana. in I $5 I,  became 
early settlers of the latter locality. The 
father purcl~ased a tract of land and has 
since carried on farming there and he and 
his 11-ife are leading members of the Friends 
church and people of the highest respecta- 
bility. who enjoy to an unusual degree the 
confidence and good will of those with whom 
they are associated. Their marriage was 
blessed \i-ith eight children, namely: Isaac; 
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wh is r6idinig in %as; Thomas, a phy- she passing awajl on the 19th of February, 
skiad, wh&e home is in Indianapolis, In- of that year. There were two children of 
h a ;  ~ d a  J., a resident of Westfield, that marriage, but the elder, Glenn Craw- 
Indiana; Andfew, who is living in Hamil- ford, died at  the age of five months. Hazel 
ton counq;  D. C.; Aseneth, whose home is E., born in October, 1886, resides with her 
in PlaideId, Iridiaria ; Lydia Ann, of To- father in Ridgefarm. 
Iedo, Ohio; and William, who resides w i h  The Doctor is not only prominent pro- 
his parents on the old home farm in Hamil- fessionally but is also recognized as one of 
ton county, Indiana. the leading and enterprising citizens of the 

Dr. Hinshaw, whose name introduces village, devoted to the general good and ever 
this record, acquired his early education in allied to the best interests of the town. For 
the district schools near the home farm and two years he acceptably served as mayor 
aftenvard continued his studies in the high of Ridgefarm. In politics he is a Republi- 
school at  Westfield, Indiana. He then en- can and fraternally he is connected with 
t&ed upon his medical course, going to the Knights of Pythias and with the Mod- - 

Indianapolis, where he spent three years ern Woodmen. In religious faith he is con- 
as  a student in the Medical College. there nected with the Society of Friends. In a 
and was graduated on the 1st of March, profession where advancement depends up- 
1882, with the degree of M. D. He  had on individual merit he has steadily pro- 
applied himself closely to the mastery of gressed, each year adding to his efficiency 
the branches which formed the curriculum, by reason of his continued study and in- \ 

and thus thoroughly equipped for the prac- vestigation. 
A A 

tice of his profession he opened an ofice -- 
in Vermilion Grove, Illinois, where he re- 
mained for a short time, coming thence to  JAMES S. SCONCE. 
Ridgefarm, where he has since resided. 
From the beginning of his residence here One of the most beautiful homes in east- 
he has enjoyed a very liberal patronage, ern Illinois is "Fairview." A palatial resi- 
which has continually grown until now his dence, it staiids in the midst of a well kept 
practice is a large and profitable one. He 
has practiced here longer than any other 
physician in the village and he has a well 
equipped office in the central part of the 
town. 

Dr. Hinshaw was united in marriage to 
Miss Effie R. Dicken, a native of Vermilion 
county, and a daughter of David Dicken. 
a farmer who served as a soldier in the war 
of the Rebellion. He spent his last years. 

lawn. which slopes gradually to the road, a 
quarter of a mile distant, a winding drive 
leading up to the house, which is embowered 
in stately trees. Far and wide to the right 
ancl to the left stretch the broad and richly 
cultivated fields of the estate, and the evi- 
dences of care and cultivation are every- 
where seal. "Fairvie~v" is a monument to 
the life, the enterprise and the energy of 
James S. Sconce. whose well directed efforts 

h&ever, in retirement from active labor in the business world resulted in the acquire- 
and died in Danville. The Doctor was called - ment of this splendid property, which he left 
upon to mourn the loss of his wife in rgor, as a legacy to  his wife and children, when 
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his life's labors were ended in death and he 
was called to the home beyond. His rnern- 
oq-  is enshrined in the hearts of all who 
knew him, for he endeared himself to all by 
his straiglltforward conduct, his gentle man- 
ner and his sterling worth. 

Back to an early epoch in American his- 
tory can the ancestry of the fanlily be traced 
and in many events which left their impress 
upon improvement ancl progress rqresenta- 
tives of the name were active. IlThen civili- 
zation made its way into the 11-ilderness of 
Kentucky the Sconces joined the vanguard 
and the great-grandfather of James S. 
Sconce n-as one of the pioneers of Bourbon 
county, Kentucky, where he lived in a large 
log house, built especially to resist Indian at- 
tacks. There were eight brothers in ,the 
family and they were among the brave early '- 
settlers who reclaimed that beautiful coun- 
try from the domain of the savages. , Kear- 
ly all of these brothers emigrated to the 
south and west, bearing part in the reclama- 
tion of wild districts for the purpose of civ- 

r7. ilization. 1 here are now many representa- 
ti\-es of the name in Texas. 

Sa~nuel Sconce, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Bourbon county. Ken- 
tucky. in 1802, and was there reared amid 
the scenes of frontier life. sharing in the 
hardships and trials of the pioneer settlers 
anti1 the year 1828, \\-hen he came to Illi- 
nois. settling in Ver~nilion county the fol- 
lowing year. Here he \\-as married to Miss 
Nancy Waters, 11-110 was born in Bourbon 
county. Kentucky. in 1805, and in 1829 
czme with her parents to Brooks Point, Ver- 
milion county, n-here the marriage \\-as cele- 
brated. For a fen- years they resided in that 
locality and Mr. Sconce gave his attention 
to agricultural pursuits. which he follo~ved 
very successfully. In 1852 he turned his at- 
tention to merchandising in Indianola as a 

member of the firm of Bailey & Sconce, 
which proved a profitable venture tmtil the 
store was destroyed by fire, when Mr. Sconce 
retired from business life. He  died in 1574, 
at the age of seventyone years, and his wid- 
ow passed away in 1897, at  the age of eigh- 
ty-nine. They were the parents of three 
children who reached mature years : James 
S. ; -America J., of Indianola, who is the wid- 
01%- of Dr. Oliver Calvert. by whom she had 
a daughter w-ho died at  the age of sixteen 
years: and Thomas J., u-ho was for many 
years a resident of Carroll ton-?ship. Ver- 
milion county, and died January I ,  1855. 

James S. Sconce it-as born near Brooks 
Point, Xovember 13, 1831. and acquired a 
good education. attending first the district 
schools, later the more advanced schools of 
Dandle  ' and. subsequently the Georgetown 
-Academy, at that time the leading educa- 
tional institution of this portion of the state. 
He was also early trained to hard work on 
the home farm and when tn-enty-four years 
of age he entered his father's store as a clerk 
ant1 for four years drew a salary of only 
three hundred dollars per year. In 1859, 
thinliii~g he might find better business oppor- 
tunities \vest of the 3lississippi. he u-\-ent t o  
Kansas. \I-here he pre-empted one hundred 
and sistj- acres of land in Lyons county. He 
remained. ho~\-ever. for only three months 
ancl then traded his property for a similar 
tract of land in Illinois and here began his 
career as a stockman and drover. During 
this time he made the acquaintance of the 
lad\- n-horn he sought as his wife. and in S e p  
tember. 1861. he I\-as united in marriage t o  
Xl\;Ijss Emma Sodoll-sky. the only daughter of 
Harre>- Sodo~vsky. She was reared a t  
lVooclla\~-n. her iather's country home and 
suppleme~ted her early education by attend- 
ance at the Georgetoxl-n -4cademy. 

-After his marriage Mr- Sconce lived for 
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a year with his father-in-law a i ~ d  then lo- come a candidate for state senator. H e  made 
cated on the place which is now the home of a brilliant race, running far ahead of his 
his widow and son. As his financial re- ticket in a county which is strongly Repub- 
sources increased he added to his property licarr. H e  served as supervisor of Carroll 
until he became the owner of twenty-one township and always took a deep interest in 
hundred acres of as fine land as can be found public affairs. A well filled library indicated 
in this part of the country. H e  erected his literary taste, and he read broadly and 
thereon a splendid residence in the midst of deeply, spending many of his most pleasant 
tall and graceft~l trees, which shade a spaci- hours with his favorite authors. Educa- 
ous Ian-n, adorned by the arts of the land- tional matters always awakened his earnest 
scape gardener. T o  this place Mrs. Sconce interest and hearty co-operation and for a 
very appropriately gave the name of Fair- number of years he was one of the regents 
view. Mr. Sconce not only gave his atten- of the JYesleyan University, at  Blooming- 
tion to the cultivation of the cereals best ton, Illinois, which was also favored by his 
adapted to soil and climate, but was also an generosity. EIe was a consistent and active 
extensive raiser and dealer in stock, his vol- member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
ume of business in this department reaching and he was buried with Masonic honors in 
a large figure annually. The estate left by the \V-oodlawn cemetery, a t  Indianola. The 
him was one of the largest ever probated in funeral was attended by an immense throng 
Vermilion county and to the iviilo~v and and the cortege, headed by three hundrecl 
children also came the satisfaction of know- Masons in mourning, was over three miles 
ing that it was g-ained.through strictly legit- in length, probably the largest funeral ever 
imate and honorable business methods. held in Vermilion county. I t  was ren~arked 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sconce were born by one who knew Mr. Sconce \\-ell that "a 
three children: Anna, the wife of William secret society which com~nanded the fealty 
G. Cathcart, the banker of Siclell, Illinois, by of a man like janles Sconce must have some- 
whom she has a daughter, Celia; Harvey J. ; thing in it." If he loved Masonry it mas 
and Samuel, who died in infancy. I t  is said also true that the brethren of the craft loved 
that "sorrows come not singly," and so it him. He lived a life of simplicity, gentle- 
seems for &Trs. Sconce lost her husband, her ness, kindness and charity, and he never al- 
father and her mother within a year. Mr. lowed the accumulation of wealth to in any 
Sconce passed away September 21, 1888, a t  way influence his action to~vard those less 
the age of fifty-seven years. fortunate, unless it was to make him more 

While his success excited the admiration considerate and gracious. He regarded only 
of those who knew him, it was his personal the worth of character in those IT-hom he 
characteristics that drew around him so made his friends and he had the highest re- 
many warm friends. He was a man of fine gard for upright manhood. It was therefore 
appearance, six feet in height, broad shoul- a logical resuIt that he should draiv around 
dered, and with the keen, blue eye so char- him a circle o i  friends that was almost co- 
acteristic of the family. He  would have at- extensive with his circle of acquaintances, 
tracted attention in any gathering. Politi- and that his death should come as a personal 
cally he was a Democrat from conviction bereavement to the great majority who 
and principle and in 1882 he consented to be- knew him. 
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His widow still lives at beautiful Fair- 
vieit-. She is well versed in literature and 
art, ancl "one is never alone who has the 
companionship of the old masters." -4s a 
friend remarked to the writer : "It matters 
not ivho goes to the home of Mrs. Sconce, 
be they rich or poor, they all receive the same 
gracious 1~-elcome." T o  her husband she was 
a devoted companion and helpmate and for 
more than a quarter of a century the>- trav- 
eled life's journey rogether in a most con- 
genial companionship that inade her be- 
reavement very heavy, yet left her \\-it11 
many precious me~llories of happy pears of 
wedded life. 

A - 

13-IRVEY J. SCOSCE. 

One of rhe largest and most substantial 
property 011-ners of Vernlilion county is 
Harvey J. Sconce, who, though still a J-oung 
man, has the responsibility upon his shoul- 
ders of taking care of his large landed inter- 
ests. This he is tl~orougl~ly capable of do- 
ing, for he well understands progressive ag- 
ricultural t~lethods ancl takes a deep interest 
in every i~~~provement that will adtl to the 
vdue and attractive appearance of his splen- 
did farm. 

Mr. Sconce n-as born at Fairvie\\- iann, 
March 7, 1873. His father \\-as Janles S. 
Sconce, 11-ho was a man prominent in all of 
the affairs of the countj~ in which he made 
his home and well knoll-n thro~ighout the 
state, not only a5 a great agriculturist and 
stock-raiser but also as a progressive and 
public-spirited citizen \\-11o had at heart the 
best interests of 'l'ernlilion county. He  was 
born near Brooks Point in Vermilion coun- 
ty, Norember 14. 1831, and died September 
21, 1888. His parents, Sanluel and Sancy 
Sconce. 11-ere nati\-es of Bourbon county, 

Kentucky, and cane to Vermilion county in. 
1829. Theirs \\-as a happy married life and 
the grandfather of our subject was a pro- 
gressive and influential agriculturist. 
Through the enterprise and efforts of this 
couple the great Sconce estate 11-as created, 
which is known to be one of the finest coun- + 

try estates iil the United States. Besides 
their son James S. the!- had two other chil- 
dren : -3nlerica J.. the \\-idoil- of Oliver Cal- 
vert 'md a resident of Indianola: and 
Thomas 1.. who died January I ,  1888. 
J m e s  S. Sconce lvas educated in the public 
scl~ools of this county and the schools of 
Dnnr-ille. He married Miss Emma Sodolv- 
sky. a daughter of Iiarvey Sodon-sky. who 
~i-as one of the farmer "princes" of Ver- 
nlilion count>-. She was born June a j. IS*. 
a i ~ d  b ~ -  her marriage became the mother of 
three chiidren : -Anna. Harvey J.. and Sam- 
uel. \\-110 died in infancy. -4nna is no\\- the 
~i ife o i  \I7illiain G. Cathcart. of Sidell, 1-er- 
milion county, and has one child. Celia, aged 
nine years. 

Harvey 1. Sconce received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Vermilion 
com~ty and was reared upon his father's 
delightful farm called Fain-ie~v. situated in 
the I\-estenl part of Carroll to\\-nship. \\-here 
he yet resides. Later he entered the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. taking the special ag~icult- 
ural course and graduating in the class of 
1897. JVhile in college he took an active 
interest in athletics and played on the 'I-ar- 
sity football eleven for three years and on 
the 'varsity nine for one year. 

Cpon his return from college Mr. 
Sconce immediately assumed control of his 
father's estate 11-hich had been under the su- 
pervision of his mother during his minority. 
The farm conlprises thirty-one hundred and 
forty acres of the finest land in the state. 
In connection with the cultivation of his 
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1 land Mr. Sconce is also engaged in feeding 
stock on a large scale and makes a specialty 

I I ,  of pure bred shorthorns, having a herd of 
' pure white shorthorns a t  the present time in 

addition to his red herd. He is regarded as 
good authority on a11 agricultural subjects. 

On the 2d of June, 1897, Mr. Sconce 
m'as united in marriage to Miss Eva Fisher, 
who was born July 22, 1876, and is the 
daughter of Michael and Marietta Fisher, of 
Indianola. One child blesses this union, 
Emma Frances, born &fay 9, 1898. The 
members of the Sconce household now con- 
sists of our subject. his mother, wife and 
child. and theirs is a happy home, made at- 
tractive by all the modern conveniences of 
this progressive and enlightened age. Elec- 
tric lights illunlinate all of the farm build- 
ings as well as the palatial residence. which 
consists of beautifully furnished rooms, 
fitted up in the most perfect taste. A de- 
lightf~rl conservatory- is one of the embel- 
lishments of the home and it contains beau- 
tiful and rare plants and flowers. while a 
billiard room contributes to the entertain- 
ment of those ~ v h o  enjoy such pastime. 

Fraternally Mr. Sconce is a Mason, be- 
ing past master of Side11 Lodge, No. 798, 
F. cCr 11. M.. and he also belongs to the Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks at 
Danville and to the Kappa Sigma, a Greek 
letter fraternity. His religious views are in- 
dicated by his membership in the Methodist 
church and in politics he is a Republican, be- 
lieving firn~ly in the'principles of that party. 
H e  is deeply interested in the general wel- 
fare of his county and state and keeps well 
informed on the questions and issues of the 
day. Patriotic and progressive, public spir- 
ited and enterprising, he is one of Vermilion 
county's representative men and is held in 
the highest respect and esteem by ali who 
know him. 

EDWARD ROUSE. 

Edward Rouse is a pioneer settler of 
Vermilion county, having located here in 
1834. H e  had previously visited the county 
in 1832, and returned to Ohio, his native 
place, in 1833, but he again came to Vermil- 
ion county the nest year, locating in Dan- 
ville township. and removed to Newell town- 
ship in 1849. iIere he has remained and 
during the succeeding years has been a very 
prominent Inan in his locality and has taken 
an important part in the work of improve- 
ment and development of the same. He  was 
born in Scioto county, Ohio, March ~ 8 .  
1825, and is the son of Reason and Martha 
(Olehy) Rouse. 11-ho were natives of Dela- 
ware and Virginia. respectively, and were 
married in Ohio. The subject of this review 
is one of a fanlily of six children. Isaac died 
in December, 1883. Rebecca Atln died in 
Ohio. 011 the return of Mr. Rouse to that 
state. in 18.33. The subject of this review is 
the third ili order of birth. John resides on 
the state Iine in TVarren county, Indiana, 
and also lived in Ver~nilion county for some 
years. Depnis died about the year 1896. 
Elizabeth is the deceased wife of Joseph 
Huston. She left one child. who also died 
later. 

Ed\\-ard Rouse of this review attended 
the subscription scl~ools in the months of 
+vinter and 11-orked upon the farm in the 
sulnmer seasons. He came from Ohio in a 
covered n-agon and hired a man to make the 
trip. \\-hich consumed about three weeks. 
His father had died \\-hen he was about 
six years of age and the mother died the fol- 
1011-ing March, in 1833, leaving s is  orphans. 
Edward Rouse made his home after this 
with his mother's brothers and was reared 
by them. He  lived with his uncles until he 
was about eighteen years of age, when he be- 
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gan working out by the month, at  first re- 
ceiving seven dollars. H e  continued work- 
ing until his marriage, which occurred Oc- 
tober 4, 1846, the lady of his choice being 
Minen~a Martin, who was born in Nen-ell 
township, Vermilion county, -August I 6, 
1829. She is the youngest of a family of 
eleven children, all of whom reached years 
of maturity. The family \\-ere pioneers of 
T'ern~ilion county. and Mrs. Rouse is the 
only sun-king member. The family 11-as es- 
tablished in the state before there ij-ere any 
railroads constructed and 31rs. Rouse non. 
lives within one quarter of a mile of the old 
homestead on which she was reared. There 
was a race to enter the piece of land north of 
where she was born. 

After his marriage Mr. Rouse of this re- 
view rented land for one year and in 1848 
he bought forty acres at four dollars per 
acre. This 11-as all wild and unimproved. 
but with characteristic enera- he proceeded 
to cultivate it and place it under a high state 
of productiveness. He made all of the im- 
provements thereon. and his neat and attrac- 
tive residence and substantiai barns and 
granaries indicate the progressive spirit of 
tlie owner. I l e  has been very industrious 
and energetic, and with the aid of his estima- 
ble wife he has succeeded in \\-inning a com- 
fortable competence. The wife has not onlj- 
done the house ~vork. but has made all the 
clotlling and otherwise has borne the bur- 
dens and endured the hardships incident to 
pioneer life. \\-hen the advantages of an olcI- 
er civilization were not obtainable. Both 
Mr. Rouse and his wife were reared in a log 
cabin. _%fter their marriage Mr. Rouse built 

- a frame house in ISGI on his farm. The 
nearest trading points to their home \\-ere 
Corin,@on and Perrysrille. and their grain 
was hauled to Lafayette and Chicago in es- 
change for groceries. salt and provisions. 

They made the journey with teams, camp- 
ing out on the way to and from the city-. 
Mr. Rouse hauled apples to Ottawa on the 
Illinois river, and to Chicago, in 1849. In 
case of a drought in their part of the state, he 
n-ould return I\-ith a load of potatoes bought 
at sel-enty-he cents and sold at one dollar 
a ~ l d  a half per bushel. There being no rail- 
roads in.the state, the interchange of com- 
merce \\-as slow and not estensil-e. Mr. and 
l l rs .  Rouse well remember the first railroad 
that \\-as constructed into Dandle. known 
as the Toledo, U'atash t% Western Railroad, 
in 1857. That also was the year in \\-hich 
Nrs. Rouse lost her mother by death. 
Twenty -ears previous to this; during the 
early boyhood days of Mr. Rouse, he tvorked 
at teaming on a railroad that \\-as begun but 
was never finished until it \\-as revived in 

1857. Mr. Rouse is now in his seventy- 
eighth year and can see to read without 
glasses. 11-hich he has done for the past ten 
years. now having his "second ej-e-sight." 
For thirty years previous to that he \\-ore 
glasses. He was actively ellgaged in farm- 
ing until tlit. pear 1900. but since that time 
has lived retired upon the old home farm. 
He and his xife celebrated their golden wed- 
ding October 3. 1Sg6. and all of the children 
ant1 grandchildren except hi-o of the family 
circle were gathered around the old home 
fireside to participate in the joyous function. 
The two not present were Mrs. -Alice Stew- 
art. of Kansas. and John B.. of Nebraska. 
Invitations were sent out and about two 
hundred \\-ere present. This \\-as a happy 
re-union for the family. and many rerninis- 
cences of former days were indulged in. and 
comparisons made bet\\-een the primitive 
past and the progressive present. The \-en- 
erable father and mother of this family of 
children were made young again in spirit by 
the presenee of their lox-ed ones. 
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rouse were born 
twelve children, as follows : Martha is the 
wife of Thonlas Mackin and resides in Ver- 
milion county. They are the parents of sev- 
en children, five of whom are living. Den- 
nis H. married Sarah Crouse and resides in 
Danville. They have one living child and 
lost txvo. The third member of the Rouse 
family is Susan, who lives upon the home 
farm, and is caring for he; aged parents. 
Tohn B. married Josephine Herrin and they 
reside in Xebraska, having three children. 
Rosann is the wife of -Ales Stewart and 
they had six children, five of ]%-horn are liv- 
ing. They reside in Icansas. Their oldest 
girl is married and lives in Colorado. Mary 
- 4 n ~  is the wife of \IS7. T. Hanson. They 
had five children, three of whom are yet liv- 
ing. They reside one-half mile north of the 
old home farm in Newell tolynship. They 
have one daughter who is married and has 
one child. the latter being the great-grand- 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Rouse. Rebecca Ann 
is the wife of Leroy Walker, is living in 
Danville, and has four children. Julia Ann 
is the wife of Charles T. Long. They had 
nine childrer?, s is  of whom are living, and 
make their horne in Danville township. 
BIinerua is the wife of L. P. Adams, of 
Ne~vell ton-nship, and has four living chil- 
dren. They also lost one. Sarah Ann is the 
wife of John J. Long, residing in Danville 
township, and they have seven children, all 
living. One child died in infancy; and Ed- 
win &Austin, the youngest member of the 
family, died 0cto6er IS, 1886, at  the age of 
fourteen years. ten months and tn-o days. 

!Mr. and Mrs. Rouse have lived in Ver- 
milion county for many years. There were 
scarcely any ~OII-ns or villages here a t  that 
time. They have since sprung up into flour- - ishing and enterprising towns and cities and 
thus the progress of the great state of Illi- 

nois has been assured. Mrs. Rouse has made, 
trips to Danville for her mother when there 
was .only one store in the place-a wonder- 
fuI change is now seen in this thriving city 
of the west. At that time the land abounded 
in sloughs. Her mother died in her sisty- 
eighth year, January 28, 1857, in the pres- 
ent home of Mr. Rouse and his wife. Her 
father died in JVasl~ington territory near 
Vancouver, in March, 1861. He  was one of 
the highly respected pioneers of Vermilion 
county and at the time of his death was 
about seventy-five years of age. 

Mr. Rouse and his wife are among those 
~ v h o  have helped to build up Neu-ell town- 
ship, and their prominence and popularity in 
the township is indicated by the fact that 
their many friends took occasion on their 
golden wedding to present them with many 
valuable presents. _Among these xere two 
walking canes, one gold headed and the oth- 
er made of pure glass in the glass works a t  
Danville. The gold headed cane was pre- 
sented by friends at Danville. Their chil- 
dren presented each with a beautiful gold 
watch. The dishes presented by- Danville 
friends are gold lined, beautiful and costly 
soul-enirs. Mrs. Rouse's sister's children 
presented them \\-it11 a golden pitcher of ex- 
quisite taste and design and two golden can- 
dlesticlcs representing the fiery serpent were 
anlong the presents. This plainly s'ho\vs the 
high esteem and honor in which Mr. and 
Mrs. Rouse are held by their many friends, 
and the pages of the history of Vermilion 
county, past and present, \\-ill be enhanced 
by mention of these pioneer citizens. In  
their comfortable home happiness, peace and 
contentment reign, as the result of lives no- 
bly spent. The home 'is tastefully furnished 
and arranged. Their daughter, Susan, who 
is acting as housekeeper and general mana- 
ger, has splendid business ability and great 
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taste in arranging the home and grounds. heIped to build on his land, giving the asso- 
She is 'gifted in the art of the taxidermist ciation the site and aiding in its material 
and has a charming and beautiful collection 
of native birds. She has natural ability in 
this line and the birds are arranged very 
artistically in a case and have a very natural 
and life-like appearance. She has a collec- 
tion of almost every species of native birds, 
among then1 being tu-o mud hens. 

Mr. Rouse now owns two hundred and 
forty acres of the very best improved land in 
\iermilion county, and every foot of the 
same has been put under its present state of 
cnltivation through the hard work of Mr. 
Rouse. Only eight acres 1.i-ere cleared when 
it cslme into his possession. His land is so 
dix-ided in various portions. that it may be 
equally distributed anlong his children. In 
adclition he 011-ns one hundred and sixty 
acres in Kaxsas. The labors of this honored 
cot:ple have brought to them a comfortable 
con~petence and they are now enjoying a 
\\-ell earned rest from the toils of life. For 
many years they have lived together in hap- 
piness, their nlutual love ant1 confidence in- 
creasing as the years have pzssed. The land 
tllat he possesses is partly in his wife's name, 
s!re h2\-ing forty acres deeded to her. Of  
the other portion of the farm, one hundred 
and thirty-three acres are in Danr-ille town- 
ship, and sisty-seven acres are in Seu-ell 
township, making in all about two hundred 
and forty acres. Before his retirement from 
active life Mr. Rouse had been identified for 
fifty-four years with farming and stockrais- 
ing. He  has also taken a prominent part in 
public affairs. He served for one term as 
supervisor of Yen-ell tou-nship. beginning in 
the ear!)- part of the year 1862, and has 
helped build schools on his own and other 
land. He and his 11-jfe are identified with 
the Primitive Baptist church, 11-hich he 

and spiritual growth. Xany of the meet- 
ings of this association are held at  his house. 
Mr. Rouse has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, casting his first presidential ballot for 
Louis Cass, and he has since been a standard 
bearer of the party, of 11-hich he is very 
proud. Horace Greeley is the only Demo- 
cratic nominee for the presidency \shorn he 
failed to vote for. During his active busi- 
ness liie Mr. Rouse was a very successful 
fanner and his land was so cultil-ated as to 
yield him a fine return, his annual corn crops 
yielding hini 1101~ forty to fifty bushels and 
oats trr-enty-five to fifty b~~shels to the acre. 
He is a noble representative of the pioneers 
of \ re~-~ni l i~ i l  county, and his life record 
should he an i~lspiration to future genera- 
tions. 

A A - - 

GEORGE T-AXXER. 

To the heroes ~vho fought and suffered, 
giving se\-era1 of the best years of their 
early manhoocl to the preservation of the 
Vnion tinder whose flag the? \\-ere born. 
universal tribute of gratitulle is given and 
it is fitting that their patriotic service shouIil 
find mention in the annals of their county, 
state and naton. Those who are enjoying 
the peace and prosperity 11-hich have come 
as a direct result of that long and terrible 
struggle bet~veen the north and south can- 
not haye impressed upon their minds too 
often the great price which it cost. 1Vhe:- 
the tocsin of \Tar sounded George Tanner 
11-as among those \vho responded. and 
throughout the greater part of the Civil war 
he \\-ore the blue uniform of the nation and 
valiantly fought its battles. 
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Mr. Tanner was born in Carroll county, 
Indiana, January 30, 1839, his parents be- 
ing Jacob and Elizabeth (Pilcher) Tanner, 
the former a native of New York and the 
latter of Ohio. The father followed farm- 
ing throughout his entire business career 
The mother died in Vermilion cotmty, Illi- 
nois, near Danville, and of the fourteen 
children of the family but three are now 
living : Samuel, Sarah and George. Sarah 
is the wife of Elias Marion. -4fter the 
death of his first wife the father married 
Mrs. Boggs and his death occurred in Aug- 
ust, 1890, in Urbana. 

George Tanner pursued his education in 
the common schools of Ford county, Illinois. 
and remained at home through the period 
of his youth, assisting in the work of the 
home farm, when not pursuing his studies. 
He began farming on his own account on 
rented land and after two years thus passed 
he purchased forty acres in Vermilion coun- 
ty. ,As a companion and helpmate for the 
journey of life he chose Miss Eliza Speers 
and they- were married near Pilot Grove, 
Illinois. November 17, 1858. The lady was 
a native of Virginia and died on tlle I 5th 
of November, 1859, leaving one child. 
Francis Marion, who resides in Danville. 

On the 4th of August, 1862, in response 
to his co~~ntry's need, Mr. Tanner enlisted 

- at Chambershrg, Indiana, as a member 
of Company H, Seventy-second Indiana In- 
fantry, under Captain R. B. Hanna and 
Colonel A. 0. Miller. The regiment was 
assigned to the Fourteenth Army Corps. 
under General Thomas, who commanded 
the corps for about a year. They were 
mounted infantry of Wilder's Brigade and 
afterward joined Longs corps of cavalry, 
remaining in the cavalry senrice until the 
close of hostilities. Mr. Tanner was also 

with Sherman throughout the Chattanoo'ga 
campaign and at the battle of Chickamauga. 
He was also in the engagements at Stone 
River, Hoover's Gap, the Atlanta campaip, 
Buzzard's Roost, Ringgold and numerous 
others of lesser importance. During the 
Atlanta campaign his entire brigade were 
in their saddles for forty-two days and 
nights, protecting the troops of infantry. 
After this campaign the regiment fell hack 
with. Thomas, at Kashville, and engaged 
in the pursuit of Hood. Later the!- were 
detached and sent to folloi~- Sherman on 
his march to the sea. proceeding as far as 
Macon, within three days' march of 
Atlanta xx-hen the news o i  Lee's surre~liler 
was received. On that occasion the Sev- 
enty-second Indiana fell back to I,ouis\-ille. 
Kentucky, and was there mustered out. Mr. 
Tanner receiving- an honorable discharge 
at Indianapolis, on the 26th day of July. 
186;. H e  1t7as within one hundred ancl fifty 
yards of McPherson when that general was 
killed. H e  was also in the battle of Selma. 
-4labaina, on the Sunday when the union 
troops. numbering only t~i-enty-fix-e hun- 
dred. engaged the forces of General Forest, 
numbering seven tllousand men. They cap- 
tured Selma, Alabama. in one hour and 
forty minutes. and lost one hundred and 
fifty men. both commanders. Long and 1\4i1- 
ler. being ~vo~~ndecl. They secured one 
thousand prisoners, over one thousand 
horses. and killing more than a thousand 
of the Rebel troops. The city was fortified 
by a line of breastworks and was consid- 
ered one of the best fortified strongholds 
of the entire south, but the Union troops 
with marked gallantry captured this place. 
destroying the southern arsenal with all its 
guns, cannon and ammtlnition. Mr. Tan- 
ner served for three years as one of the 
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valiant defenders of the old flag, never wa- 
vering in his allegiance or faltering in his 
faith as to the final outcome of the Union 
arms. His health was much impaired dur- 
ing the service, and in tact he has never 
fully recovered to this ' day. 

-After the close of the war Mr. Tanner 
returned to Ford county and assisted his 
father on the home farm for a short time. 
He then \vent to Ohio on a visit and was 
there married to Julia -1. Tanner, of Pales- 
tine, in the year 1866. He remained in the 
Buckeye state for t ~ o  years, carrying on 
farming, after which he returned to Illinois. 
taking up his abode in Vermilion county 
upon his father's land near East Lynn. He 
then cared for his parents until his mother's 
death. On account of ill health contractetl 
in the service he was advised by his phy- 
sician to leave the farm and he turned his 
attention to the carpenter's trade which he 
follon-ed foi about a quarter of a century, 
living at East Lynn and working as a build- 
er in that vicinity. In 1890 he came to 
Hoopeston, where he continued his carpen- 
try xork for six years and the11 on account 
of ill health he was obliged to retire from 
business life. He is now serving his thirl 
term as justice of the peace in Hoopeston 
and discharges his duties in a manner that 
is alike creditable to hinlself and satisfac- 
tory to his co~lstituents. He is also acting 
as agent for fire and tornado insurance 
companies and writes a fair amount of poli- 
cies each year. 

Uilto Mr. Tanner by his second 11-ifc 
\\-ere horn four children. but only one IS 

now li\-ing, Catherine. the wife of Lester 
D. Knight, non- of Clarion. Ion-a. but at 
the time of their marriage a merchant of 
Hoopeston. l l r .  Tanner has also reared 
a grandson, Luther .Arnold, who has been 

a member of his househofd from the age of 
six years. Mr. Tanner resides on East. 
Penn street where he owns a pleasant and 
attractive home. In his political views he 
is a stalwart Republican and is now serv- 
ing as notary public. H e  like~vise belongs 
to the Grand ,Army of the Republic,. in 
which he served for one term as adjutant. 
His religious faith is indicated by his mem- 
bership in the Baptist church. -As a citizen 
he has been fathful to his duties in times 
of peace as well as in times of war. He 
made a great sacrifice for his country in 
the hour of her danger but he never counted 
the cost when the stability of the Union 
\\-as threatened. He relates many interest- 
ing incidents of his army life. He  tells 
hou- on Seu- Year's eve of 1863. a detail 
of ten men out of each company of the hri- 
gade \\-as made and a detachment from the 
Fourth Regulars. iron1 the Seventh Penn- 
sylvania. the Second Sen- Jersey and the 
Secontl Tennessee. started with these men 
iron1 111.. Tanner's brigade upon a raid. 
It  was a ~nernorable night because of the 
intense cold. The sleet lay so thick on the 
ground that it made an icy covering and 
the men found it impossible to remain in 
their saddles. The second day out they 
were on the Cunlberland nlountains and 
sto~l'etl that night in Savannah. Tennessee. 
\\-here the\- \vent into camp on the Tennes-. 
see. and from there to Memphis. Tennessee. 
Mr. Tanner \\-as among the number de- 
tailed. and \vith the others he proceeded on 
the road to 1\Iemphis. and from there clo\vn 
through llississippi to JVest Point, where 
they met General Forrest. The Union 
troops were compelletl to fall back and had 
a running fight ~t-ith the Rebels for five 
days and nights, falling back through Holly 
Springs and then back to Memphis. Ten- 
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. - . - .nessee. Mr. Tanner was the first man that in New York city, where he followed shoe- 
- - . ' caked d$patches over .the Cumberland making for two years. During that time 

, kountains from Tkcy City to Jasper, Ten- he was united in marriage to Miss Magda- 
nessee. The gove&ent now grants him a lene Willem, who was born in Germany, in 

- .- -pension of fourteen dollars per month in re- June, 1818, and was a daughter of Jacob 
.f- . - ._ .- cognition of what he did for his 'country, al- Willem, a cooper by trade and also a large 

though this is totally disproportionate to his 
services and the sacrifice it has cost him in 
vices and the sacrifice it has cost him in 
health. He  is widely known in Vermilion 
county and in office he has gained the re- 
spect and confidence of all with whom he 
has been associated. His friends are many 
and it is with pleasure that we present to 
them this record of his life. 

WILLIAX4 HUBB. 

From an early epoch in the settlement 
of Vermilion county William Hubb was 
one of its residents and took an active part 
in the work which changed this from a wild 
frontier region to one of the leading coun- 
ties of this great commonwealth. He was 
a native of Germany, born September 12, 

1812. His father, Adam Hubb, was also 
born in Germany, where he spent his entire 
life. There he learned the shoemaker's 
trade and followed it continuously until his 
death. Three of his children came to Amer- 
ica--our subject and two sisters-but all 
and now deceased. 

During his boyhood days, passed in 
Germany, William Hubb learned the shoe- 
maker's trade and worked at that pursuit 
with his father until 1845, when he resolved 
to seek a home in the new world, with its 
broader business opportunities. Accordingly 
he severed the ties which bound him to his 
native land and sailed for America, landing 

fruit raiser of the fatherland. He spent his 
entirc life in Germany. The marriage of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubb was blessed with seven 
children: ltTilliam, who died in 1886, 
Charles, who died in Cartl~age, Missouri, 
in 1598; ~~agdalene,  the wife of E. C. 
Vorse, of Crawfordsville, Indiana; Fritz, 
~vho married Callie Johnson and is now en- 
gaged in the grocery business at the corner 
of hfadison and Pine streets in Danville; 
Lou, deceased; Marie, the wife of Charles 
31. Smith, owner of an art and stationery 
store on Vermilion street, in Danville; and 
one that died in infancy. Mr. and Rlrs. 
Smith now make their home with her 
mother and they have one child, Hubb. 

After his marriage Mr. Hubb came di- 
rect from New York city to Danville, ar- 
riving here in 1847, among the early set- 
tlers. He found a small town in the midst 
of a prairie country, which was then but 
sparsely settled. He at once opened a shoe 
shop and began working at his trade, which 
he followed for several years. Later he es- 
tablished a shoe store, handling ready made 
goods, thus engaging in retailing shoes un- 
til his later years, when he disposed of his 
store and practically lived in retirement 
from business cares, although he assisted 
his sons to some estent in their grocery 
store. He  prospered in his undertak- 
ings and at the time of his death he owned 
considerable property, which u7as divided 
among his children. He belonged to the 
German Lutheran church of Danvjlle, of 
which his wife is also a member. In poli- 
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tics he was an earnest Democrat, believing 
firmly in the principles of the party, but 
t h o ~ ~ g h  he was often solicited to become a 
candidate for office he R - O L I ~ ~  never do so. 
His life was one of marked industry and 
earnest toil and his labor was follou-ed bq- 
the natural result-a comfortabIe corn11e:- - - 

ence. He  passed away December 4, r8Soj 
respected by all who knew him. He had 
many friends among the early settlers of 
the city as IT-ell as many of the more recent 
arrivals ,here and he enjoyed the esteem of 
all with whom he had been brought in con- 
tact, through business or social relations. 
His widow, Mrs. Hubb. and her daughter, 
Mrs. Smith, reside in a pleasa~~t home at 
No. 11 Franklin street, which was erected 
a t  an early day by IVilliam Hubb. 

JONATHAN PRATHER. 

The name of Prather is closely asso- 
ciated with the history of Vermilion county. 
especially in connection with the agricul- 
tural development of .this section of the 
state. Jonathan Prather is a respected and 
worthy member of this family and is classed 
with the intelligent and ecterprising farm- 
ers of Ross to\v~~ship. He  011-11s a farm 
lying partly within and also adjoining the 
corporation limits of Rossville. I t  is well 
improved and valuable. He also has three 
hundred and twenty acres of land on sec- 
tions g and ro. Ross ton-nship. and thus 
his landed possessions class him n-it11 the 
substantial residents of his cornmunit\-. 
About 1847 he became a resident of this 
locality and throughout all the intervening 
years he has been known as one tnre to the 
duties of public and private life. 

Jonathan Prather, his ,grmdfather, re- 
moved with his family from Kentucky to  
Indiana and became one of the frrst set- ' 
tlers of Vermilion countj--, that state, spend- 
iilg his remaining days, there. His son, 
Jeremiah Prather, the father of our sub- 
ject. \vas born in Kentucky, but \\-as reared 
in the Hoosier state and when he had at- 
tained his majority he wedded Evelyi Mil- . 

ler. She, too, was born in Kentucky and 
\\-as a daughter of Cornelia >Iiller, an aunt 
of George IT. Miller, 11-hose sketch appears 
else~vhere in this work. -\bout the year 
1847 Jeremiah Prather removed to  Ver- 
milion countj-. Illinois. I\Iuch of the !and 
still remained in possession of the govern- 
ment. He entered a tract. bought other 
land. and became the on-ner of nine hun- 
dred acres, upon 11-hich he developed an 
excellent farm. spending his last years at  
the old iamilj, homestead in Ross to~vnship. 
where he died about 1859. His wife had 
passed away a fen- years prel-ious. 

In Ross ton-nship, Jonathan Prather 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth 
He acquired a common-school education 
and after his iather's death began providing 
for his on-11 support by n-orking as a farm 
spent the days of his boyhootl and youth. 
hand. On the 16th of September. 1863, 
llo\\-ever. he put aside all busiiless and per- 
sonal considerations in order to aid in the 
preser\-ation of the Union. and. joining the 
Third Indiana Ca1.-alry. was sent to IVash- 
ingon. D. C.. lvhere the regiment 11-as at- 
tached to the arm\- of the Potoinac in the 
\-alley of the Shenandoah under General 
Phil Sheridan. He participated in the seven 
daj-s' battle of the IVilderness and in many 
similar engagements. H e  \\-as also in the 
battles of Winchester. Cedar Creek and the 
mox-ements of the army around Petersburg, 
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continuing with his regiment until the final from that state to Illinois, settling in Ver- 
- surrender of Lee's troops. He was never milion county, and here the daughter met 

absent from duty and always stacked arms andmarried Mr. Prather. Their union has 
- with his company. Faithful and loyal he been blessed with one son, Arthur, now a 

was ever found at his post of duty, whether young man. 
on the picket line or the firing line, and after Mr.. Prather was reared in the faith of 
the close of the war fie was honorably dis- the Democracy but has always been a stanch 
charged at Indianapolis, August 3, 1865, Republican, unfaltering in his advocacy of 
after which he returned to his home in Illi- the party and its principles, but he has never 
nois. sought office as a reward for his party loy- 

Mr. Prather then followed farming in alty. He and his wife are members of the 
Vermilion county, Illinois, r~ntil 1867, when Rossville Christian church and he berongs 
he removed to Wright county, Missouri, to the Grand Army Post, thus maintaining 
where he spent two years. On the expira- pleasant relations with his old comrades 
tion of that period, however, he again came who wore the blue uniform of the nation. 
to Vermilion county, renting a farm and He is to-day as true and loyal to his duties 
subsequently purchased a tract of one hun- of citizenship as when he followed the old 
dred and sixty acres of improved land: This flag on southern battle-fields and in Ver- 
he at  once began to cultivate, working in milion county, where he has so long n~ade  
the fields until they were made rich and his home, he is held in the highest regard. 
productive. H e  also added more land as because he has been found straightforward 
his financial resources increased buying ad- in his business dealings and honorable in 
joining tracts and now he has three hun- his treatment of his fellow men in all social 
dred and twenty acres, all in one body. relations. 
On this he has erected a neat house and - 

- .  

s~~bstantial barns, has also planted an or- 
chard and has drained his fields by tiling JOSEPH G. ENGLISH. 
until the farm is very rich and productive. 
About 1887, however, Mr. Prather removed ,I half century has passed since this gen- 
to Rossville and later bought a seventy acre tleman arrived in Danville and he is justly 
tract of land on the east border of the tosvn. numbered anlong her honored early settlers 
Hereon he erected a large and attractive and leacling citizens. He has been prom- 
home and has since given his attention to inently identified ~siith her btrsiness interests 
the improvement of his farm. in addition as a nlerchant and banker and as the proprie- 
to the cultivation of the old homestead. tor of many enterprises which have not only 

Mr. Prather was married in Grant advanced his individual success, but have 
township, this county, in 1879, to Mary also contributed to the general welfare and 
Seager, a native of Michigan, who was born prosperity. His is an honorable record of a 

and reared near Jackson. She mas iveI1 ed- conscientious nian. n-ho by his upright life 
ucated and successfully engaged in teach- has won the confidence of all with whom he 
ing both in Michigan and Vermilion coun- has come in contact. He has rounded the 

ty. Her father, James Seager. removed Pslarnist's span of three-score years and ten, 
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and althougl~ the snows of several winters 
have whitened his hair, he has the vigor of 
a much younger man, and in spirit and in- 
terests seems yet in his prime. Old age is 
not necessarily a synonym of weakness or 
inactivity. I t  needs not suggest, as a matter 
of course, want of occupation or helpless- 
ness. There is an old age that is a 'oenedic- 
tion to all that comes in contact with it, that 
gives out of its rich stores of learning and 
experience, and grows stronger intellectua!ly 
and spiritually as the years pass. Such is 
the life of Mr. English, an encouragement to 
his associates and an example well worthy 
of emulation to the young. 

Joseph Gibson English was born in Ohio 
county, Indiana, near the village of Rising 
Sun, on the I 7th of December, I 820. In the 
paternal line the ancestry is traced back 
through several generations to the time of 
the early settlement of Connecticut, and 
and Charles English, the father of our 
subject, was a native of New Haven, that 
state. After arriving at years of maturity 
he married Miss Ann Wright, who was of 
English nativity. The paternal grandfather 
removect to Nova Scotia, b ~ ~ t  subsequently 
his children returned to the United States 
and settled in various localities. Charles 
English became a resident of Ohio com~ty. 
Indiana, and was there identified \\-it11 indus- 
trial purs~its, engaging in blacksnlitltirlg 
and carpentering. In 1829 he left that lo- 
cality and became a resident of Perrysl-ille 
in the IVabash valley. 

I t  \vas in the latter place that I. G. Eng- 
lish largely spent his boyhood days. If the 
horologe of time could but turn upon the past 
and we could look at Perrysi-ille as it a?- 
peared sis or seven decades ago. n-e \vould 
find there a little log schoolhouse such as n-as 
usuaily seen in pioneer districts. It had - 

9 

a puncheon floor and primitive furnishings 
a ~ d  among the students was Joseph English, 
then a little lad, who owes 5 s  s&wl train- 
ing entirely to the privileges found in that 
"temple of learning." As his parents were 
in somewhat straightened financial circum- 
stances he early started out to make his own 
way in tlie world and from the age of four- 
teen has depended entirely upon his own ef- 
forts for a living. He entered the services 
of the firm of Taylor Sz Linton, general mer- 
chants or' Lafayette, Indiana, with whom k 
remained for five years. His position was by 
no means a sinecure for he had to begin 
work in the early- morning light and continue 
at his tasks until long after dark. On mar- 
ket days, which occurred thrice weekly, he  
arose between three and four o'clock in the 
~tlorning to sn-eep the store and prepare i t  
fcr the reception of the Dunkard customers, 
who utilized the early morning hours t o  
make their purchases. Xlthough this seemed 
rather a hard life for a boy, it developed in 
Mr. English a self-reliance and force of 
character that have proved to him of incal- 
c~~lable value in later years. IVhile perform- 
ing ?lis daily tasks he obtained a good 
klioi\-ledge of mercantile business and was 
thus aualified to engage in merchandising on 
his 01~11 account at a later day. He received 
for his servlces his board and clothing-a 
little cornl>ensation for such long hours of 
steady work. .After he had been with the 
firm for five years his enlployers failed and 
he then obtained a position as clerk in a gen- 
erol store in Perryssille. at a salary of forty 
clollars per month. When three years had 
lwssed he found himself in possession of 
n!:~ut four hundred dollars for he had made 
a pile always to save something frori~ his 
ernings. Itiith this capital he determined 
to marry and establish a home of his own 
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and was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary 
Hicks, a nau+e of Perrysville and a repre- 
sentqtive of an old New England family. 

In 1844 Mr. English entered the mer- 
anti le field on his own account as a partner 
of his father-in-law, George Hicks, under 
the firm style of Hicks & English. The new 
mterprise met with success from the be- 
ginning. They stocked their store with dry 
goods, groceries, produce and grain; they 
earnestly desired to  please their customers 
and moreover they followed honorable busi- 
ness methods, which would bear the closest 
investigation and win for them the confi- 
dence and therefore the patronage of the 
public. Business methods were  the^ some- 
what different from those of the present day. 
Merchandise was purchased and sold on a 
credit of twelve months and the products of 
the central Mississippi valley were trans- 
ported to market in New Orleans by way of 
the river route, for the era of railroad trans- 
portation had not then dawned upon the 
co~lntry. The marketable products of In- 
diana and Illinois were sent down the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers and it was thus that 
the firm of Hicks & English shipped their 
wheat, corn, pork and other commodities to 
ITew Orleans on flatboats, the subject of this 
review frequently acting as an oarsman on 
such journeys. 

The year 1553 witnessed the arrival of 
Mr. English in Danville. H e  sold his store 
i n  Perrysvi:le, Indiana, and coning to this 
city became a partner of John L. Tincher, 
~znder the firm name of Tincl~er 81 English. 
Their general store also proved a profitable 
investment, being successfully conducted 
11nti1 1856. when the firm became the as- 
signees of the Stock Security Bank, a "11-ild 
cat" institution, whicll was forced into bank- 
mptcy in the early days of the 11-idespread 

panic of 1856-7. At that time Messrs. 
Tincher & English disposed of their mercan- 
tile affairs in order to give their entire atten- 
tion to the duties which devolved upon the 
firm in conriection with the bank. While 
thus engaged they gradually began trans- 
acting a brokerage and exchange business, 
which grew until it had eventually become a 
private banking enterprise. In February, 
1563, the national bank bill passed congress 
and these gentlemen were among the first to 
seek a charter and organize a national bank. 
They established the First National Bank of 
Danville, which was capitalized for fifty 
thozusand clollars, and Mr. English became 
the president, continualiy filling that posi- 
tion until July, 1899, when he resigned. In 
1872, after the death of Mr. Tincher, the 
capital stock was increased to one hundred 
and fifty thousalld dollars, -where it still re- 
mains, 11-ith a surplus of over one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. The success of 
this institution u-as assured from the first, 
because of the reliability of the men at  its 
heatl. their sound judginent and conserva- 
tive business methods. Banking institutions 
are the heart of the con~mercial body, in- 
dicating the healthf~~lness of the tracle. and 
the hank that follon-s a safe conser~~ati~-e 
policy does more to establish public confi- 
dence in times of n-idespread financial de- 
pression than anything else. Such a course 
has the First Xational Bank of Danville ever 
follon-ed ~ ~ n d e r  the able management of hinl 
11-11o n-as so long its president. I t  has stood 
strong in hours of daiiger, its integrity un- 
questioned and its course above suspicion. 

l l r .  English is a man of resourceful 
l~usiness ability, 11-ho is not only able to 
realize the opportunities of the n~oinent btzt 
has also looked beyond the exigencies of 
the ?resent to the possibilities of the future, 
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His labors have been extended into other 
fields of business activity outside that of 
banking. He  has been one of the heaviest 
real estate dealers in this section. He has 
invested largely in farm property ?nd has 
also platted several additions to the city of 
Dan~ille. Business enterprise au,amenting 
the commercial activity and consequent 
prosperity of the city also owe their success- 
ful conduct largely to his wise council. For 
a quarter of a century he has been a membeer 
of the board of directors of the Chicago 8s 

- Eastern Illinois Railroad and an enumera- 
tion of the business affairs with lvl~ich he 
has been associated xvould be to give in a 
considerable degree the industrial and com- 
mercial history- of his adopted city. 

After a happy married life of twenty 
years Mr. English was called upon to mourn 
the death of his wife in 1864. They had be- 
come the parents of seven children : George ; 
Charles L., who is now the president of the 
First National Bank of Danville; Harriet, 
who became the wife of William D. Lind- 
sey, who died in July, 1893; Irene J., now 
the wife of George \Ir. Partlow, of Danville; 
John T.; Annie Martha, the deceased wife 
of Tabor hlatllers of Jacksonville; and Ed- 
ward. In 1865 Mr. English was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Maria L. 
Partlo\\;, ,with w l ~ o n ~  he lived for twenty- 
one years, when she died in August, 1886. 
Their children were J. C.; and Otis Hartlq-. 
who died in infancy. On the 14th of June. 
1899, Mr. English was united in marriage 
to Mrs. Mary. E. ~Erbes,  a native of Dan- 
v-lle ancl a daughter of IVilliarn Hessej-. who 
was an early settler - of this county. 

TiT'hile 3Tr. English has led a very busy 
life and his coin~nercial and financial affairs 
have made constant demands upon his time 
and attention, he has yet found opportunity 

* 

to faithfully discharge his duties of citizen- 
sliip and by his felow townsmen he has twice 
been called to the office of chief executive of 
Da~ville. He proved a most capable mayor, 
his administration being practical and pro- 
gressive. In 1872 he became a member of 
the rirst board of equalization of this state, 
He has always taken a deep interest in po- 
litical affairs, yet has never sought or desired 
politic21 oflice. On attaining his majority 
he joinecl the ranks of the Democratic party,' 
\\-it11 which he affiliated until 1862, when the 
Democratic state con~~ention inserted the 
"peace" plank in its platform and he then 
re~lounced his allegiance thereto for he be- 
lieved in the active prosecution of the war 
which 11-as to preserve the Union. He then 
joined the ranks of the Republican party and 
throughout the period of the Rebellion was 
a strong supporter of the Union and an ad- 
\-ocate of the national administration. In 
1863 he had charge of the subscription list 
for filling the quota of men for the army 
from Da~~ville and county. 

For forty-sis years Mr. English has been 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
contributing liherallq- to its support and tak- 
ing an active part in its work in its various 
departments. I l e  is no\v serving as a member 
of the board of trustees and for fifteen years 
he occupied the position of superintendent 
of the Sunclay-school. In 1872 he was elect- 
ed h ~ -  the lay delegates of the Illinois con- 
ference as a delegate to the general confer- 
ence of the church, which was held in Brook- 
!?-n in that yezr and has served once since 
that time in a similar capacity. For many 
years he was a trustee of the IVesleq-an Uni- 
versity of Bloomington. His success has 
come to him through energy, labor and per- 
severance, directed by an evenly balanced 
mind and by honorable business principles- 
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From early life he made it his plan to spend 
less than %s income. He has made the most 
of his opportunities and could never justly 
be called extmva,gant unless it was in the 
line of his hevolaces. He is not slow to 
con- injnstice and &shonesty nor is he 
slow to reward faithfulness and there is in 
him a deep sympathy and abiding charity 
wh5ch has won for him the respect and 
goodwill of his fellow men. He is a man of 
distinctive ability and his character is one 
which is above a shadow of reproach. He 
has been faithful to the high business and 
political offices in which he has been called 
to serve and is widely known and respected 
by those who have been at all familiar with 
his honorable and useful career. 

JOHN C. STEWART, D. V. S. 

Dr. John C. Stewart, who is success- 
fully engaged in the practice of veterinary 
surgery in Danville, was born in Ayrshire, 
Scotland, August 22, 1849, a son of Quin- 
tin and Margaret (McCrindle) Stewart. 
who were also natives of Xyrshire. The 
father was a highly educated :,Ian, being 
a graduate of the Glasgow University. and 
for some years he was principal of the high 
school at Oclultree, Scotland, where he died 
in 1598, a t  the age of eighty-three years, 
honored and respected by all who knew him. 
The mother of our subject had passed a117ay 
some years previous. They were the par- 
ents of eight children, all of whom are still 
living in Scotland with the exception of our 
subject. 

Dr. Stewart grew to manhood in his 
native land and acquired his education in 
the school of which his father had charge, 

and he began his business career as an em- 
ploye in the office of the National Bank of 
Scotland. On leaving home he went to the 
West Indies with his brother-in-law, John 
Wilson, but in 1873 returned to Scotland 
and m the fall of that year came to Arneri- 
ca. After spending about fo~m years in 
Virginia he went to Indiana, in 1877, and 
became interested in the importation of fine 
horses from Scotland. In 188o he was i 

student in the Veterinary College oof On- 
tario, Canada, and was later engaged in the 
practice of veterinary surgery in Indiana. 
Dr. Stewart removed to Danville, Illinois: 
in the summer of 1886, and here he has 
since made his home with the exception of 
two years spent in Chicago, having been 
appointed by President Harrison as veter- 
inary inspector in the stockyards of that 
city, which position he held for that length 
of time. On his return to Danville he re- 
sumed the practice of his profession and to- 
day has a splendid practice which extends 
far into the country for many miles in every 
direction. 

At Danville. November I I ,  1896. Dr. 
Stewart married Miss Ethel IVelch. The 
Doctor and his wife have a handso~ne ho:n 
at No. 128 North Walnut street and he 
also owns other real estate in Danville, in- 
cluding I~is  office and hospital at No. 17 
the same street. He has met with excellent 
success in the practice of his chosen profes- 
sion and is now serving as assistant state 
veterinary. Socially he is an honored mem- 
ber of Olive Branch Lodge, F. & -4. M. ; 
Hesperian Lodge. K. P.. of Franklin, IR- 
diana ; the Order of Ben Hur and the Royal 
Arcanum. H e  attends the Presbyterian 
church, of which he was a member in the 
old cormtry, and is a stanch supporter of the 
Rep~~blican party and its principles. He 
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stands deservedly high in the esteem of where he has since been located. In the 
his fellow citizens and commands the c o d -  publication of this paper he has met with 
dence and regard of all with whom he success, the circulation having increased as  
comes in contact. well as the advertising and job printing 

ROY L. MURPHY. 

patronage. The enterprise is now proving 
a profitable one and Mr. Murphy has a well 
equipped office, from which he weekly is- 
sues a paper that is a credit to the tow= and 

Roy L. Murphy. the editor and pro- to its on-ner. In his political affiliations he 
prietor of the Fairmount Revieit-. lvas horn is a Republican and through the columns 
at Mahomet, Illinois. July 7. 1879. his par- of his journal he advocates the cause of the 
ents being David A. and Asenath 14urphy. party. 
The father was a farmer by occupation and On the 14th of November, 1899, at Sid- 
was a well known- citizen of Champaign ney, Illinois, Mr. Murphy was united in 
county. The subject of this review pur- marriage to Miss Maude Ethel hlcNichols, 
sued his education in the public schools of a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. IV. 3IcNich- 
Mahomet, where he was graduated in the 01s. old and respected citizens of Tolono, 
class of 1896, after which he attended busi- Illinois, where the former is engaged in the 
ness college at Bloomington. Illinois. for drug and grocery business. They no\\: have 
two years. In his early youth he entered an interesting daughter, Lois ~ a e .  born 
the printing office of his brother, C. 'IV. Mur- December 3 I. IF. Socially Mr. Murphy 
phy. and finding the profession congenial is connected with the Modern Woodmen of 
he has since followed it. On the I 5th of America at Fairmount and with the -Arne+ 
May, 1894, he became an employe in the can Home Circle. 

- .  
office of the Sucker State Printing COIII- . - - * -  
pany at Mahomet and there learned the 
trade, ~vorking until the 1st of October. U. R. EADER. 

1897, with the exception of the periods L-. R. Eader is a prosperous resident of - - 
which he spent in school. Later he was Danville. \\-hose success has practically been 
employed on different papers in Champaign \\-on since 1894 although the previous years 
and afterward in the same capacity in other of his connection with business affairs 
cities in the state. On the 1st of September, pro\-ed an excellent training school for him. 
1898, however. he embarked in a journal- enabling him to carry forward to successful 
isic venture on his own account, purchasing completion all that he has undertaken since 
the Courier at Ogden. Illinois. He was the he began business on his 0V.m account. He 
youngest editor in this part of the state is no\v in control of one of the successful 
at  that time, being but nineteen years of and important concerns of Danville. being 
age. He remained in charge of the Courier engaged in the repair and manufacture of 
until the 1st of February. 1899. after 11-hich bicycles and dealing in guns and sporting 

. . 

he was employed in various printing offices goods and electrical and e s  fixtures. also 
until the 1st of December. follo\x-ing. when doing work along the lines of electrical con? 
he purchased the Review at  Fairmount. struction. 
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Mr. Eader is one of the worthy citizens - was continued, during which time he was 
of Vermilion county that Ohio -has fur- 
nished to this locality. His birth occurred 
in Lima, that state, 0% the 14th of June, 
1856, his parents being Thomas and Ellen 
(Coons) Eader, both of whom " were na- 
tives of Ohio. In the year 1860 the family 
came to Illinois. The father purchased land 
in Vermilion county upon which he carried 
on general farming until 1871. In that year 
he came to Danville, purchased property 
and was here connected with the Danville 

advanced from one position to another as 
he gave evidence of having mastered the 
duties that devolved upon him, and he long 
served as foreman and manager. When 
he entered the service of that company he 
received ninety dollars per year and during 
the eighteen years which he served as fore- 
man he w& paid four dollars and seventy- 
five cents per day, a fact which stands in 
incontrovertible evidence of his value to 
the company. In I 89 j, however, he sev- 

Lumber Company for about ten years. He ered his connection with the company and 
then sold his property and removed .to No- entered business on his own account. H e  
blesville, Indiana, where he purchased prop- at first handled bicycles only and later he 
erty and where he is now engaged in dealing added sporting goods and established a re- 
in real estate and merchandising. He is pair department. At the present time the 
also connected with the furniture and gen- wheels which he handles are manufactured 
era1 store at that place and is in partnership in his establishment. These are called "Our 
with his son, David F. Eader, in a similar Own Make" and there are four models. - 
enterprise at ~oblesville, Indiana. The The output in 1903 will reach one thousand 
mother of our subject died at Noblessrille, wheels. He is now employing nineteen 
Indiana, in 1896, and in rgor the father men in the conduct of the business. which 
was again married. Ey the first union there IS divided into four departnients : repairing 
were ten children, .of .whom the subject of - and manufacturing, the sporting goods, the 
this review is the eldest. The others yet gun department and the electrical and gas 
living are: D. F.; Samuel ; Frederick; department. He employs an esperienced 
Mrs. Mary Shumaker; Mrs. Miranda electrician and is engaged in electrical con- 
Mead; Mrs. Rosa Hanners ; and sirah. struction and deals in electrical supplies. 

In the schools of Vermilion county Mr. This branch of his business has proved one 
Eader of this review pursued his education contributing in no small degree to his in- 
and from the age of eight years he has been come. In fact his enterpiise in all its de- 
dependent entirely upon his own resources partments is now paying well and the busi- 
for a living. He worked as a farm hand ness amounts to more than t\venty-five 

' for his father and also for others in the thousand dollars annually. Mr. Eader is 
neighborhood but not wishing to make aIso interested in gold mining in Washing- 
agricultural pursuits his life work he even- ton, being a stockholder in three mines, in- 
tually turned his attention to other lines cluding the "Fortune," in which several 
of industry. In 1871 he became connected prominent Danville capitalists are inter- 
with the Danville Lumber Company and ested. 
learned the machinist's trade. For eighteen On the 20th of September, 1883. in this 
years his connection with that company city, Mr. Eader was united in marriage to 
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Miss Lavinia Tanner, of Champaign, Illi- 
nois. Her parents are both deceased. TJVO 
children have been born of this union of 
h4r. and hIrs. Eader: Make1 and Horace. 
aged respectively seventeen and nine years. 
The former 1%-ill graduate in the high school 
of this city in 1 9 3  and is now pursuing 
special 11-ork in music and elocution. The 
family home is at Xo. Iooa Sorth I\-alnut 
street and is an attractive residence 1-alued 
at six thousand dollars. Socially Mr. Eader 
is connected 11-ith the Modern IVoodn~eil 

- of America, ~ f i t h  the Tribe of Ben Hur 
and the Court of Honor. m-d in his political 
filiations is a Republican. His splendid 
success in business has been achieved since 
1894. When he first opened his bicycle 
business he had no capital, but he possessed 
an untarnished name and good credit. The 
growth of his business de~l~ancled larger 
quarters in the second year and has since 
annually increased in volume and iinport- 
ance. A m a n  of ~nuch natural ability his 
success during the past nine years has beer 
uniform and rapid. As  has been truly re- 
marked, after all that can be done for a 
man in the way of giving hiill early oppor- 
tunities for obtaining the requirements ' 

which are sought in schools and in book. 
he must essentially formulate, determine 
and give shape to his 011-11 character and 
this is what Mr. Eader has done. He has 
persevered in the pursuit of a persistent 
purpose and has gained a most satisfactory 
reward. 

A & - + -  
. . 

Orin L. lIcCordt T V ~ O  is ~i-ell known as 
a representative of mercantile affairs in 
Danville, is now filling the position of coun- 

ty treasurer and is a u-orthy custodian of the 
public funds. With business dispatch he 
discharges the duties of the position and 
his integrity and honor are above question- 

Mr. McCord is a native son of Illinois, 
his birth having occurred in Putnam coun- 
ty. on the 6th of -April, I 863. H e  is a son 
of Sinon -1. and Susan (Child) McCord- 
The father died at' the age of fifty-eight 
years. but the mother still survives and is  
no\\- living at East Lqm, Vermilion county- 
Sinon -A. McCord was a native of Bond 
county. Illinois. and in I S T ~  removed to 
this county, settling in Butler township, 
11-here he foIlo\\-ed fanning thro~lghout his 
remaining days. being recognized as one 
of the progressix-e agriculturists of his com- 
munity. Cnto him and his wife were born 
five chilclren, all of li-horn are yet living in  
Vernlilion county. These are : Orin L., 
IVilmot J., IVarren C., Charles C. and 
Frank P. 

In taking up the personal histo? of 
Orin L. AlcCord we present to orrr readers 
the life record of one 11-ho is widely known 
in Vermilion county for he was brought 
here by his parents when only twe11-e years 
of age. He  pursued his education in the 
public schools of East Lynn and during the 
months of summer. when school was not 
in session, he became familiar with the work 
of field and meadou-. assisting in the labors 
of the home farm until he had attained 
his majority. H e  then entered upon his 
business career and not desiring to follow 
the pursuit to which he had been reared, 
he sought and obtained a clerkship in the 
employ of B. M. Ludden & Company of 
East Lynn, remaining in that employ from 
1874 until 1878. In the latter year he re- 
moved to Georgetown, Vermilion county, 
\\-here he began business on his own account 
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as proprietor of a grocery and restaurant, 
which he conducted for three years. At that 
time hlr. McCord came to Danville and was 
employed as a salesman in the clothing 
hou~se of Mike Plaut & Company, with 
whom he remained continuously until 1902. 
His long connection with the house plainly 
indicates his fidelity to duty, his close ap- 
plication and his unfaltering honesty in 
business matters. On the 8th of February, 
1902, he received the nomination for the 
office of treasurer of Vermilion county, be- 
ing Sven a majority of thirteen hundred 
and seventy-seven, which was the largest 
ever6 bestowed upon a Republican candidate 
for the office of treasurer of Vermilion 
county. 

On the 15th of December. 1588, Mr. 
McCord was united in marriage to Miss 
Ella M. Barnes of Hoopeston. Illinois, and 
their union has been blessed with three 
interesting children, namely : Stella L.. 
Edwin -4. and Clarence A. The name of 
Mr. McCord is on the membership rolls of 
Damascas Lodge. K. P.: the Odd Fello\\-s 
Lodge No. 69: Northcott Camp, M. Mr. 
A.: and of the Royal Neighbors. and of all 
of these he is a valued representative, be- 
cause of his pleasing personal character- 
istics. his strict adherence tb the teachings 
and principles of the orders. Both he and 
his wife are members of the Rebecca de- 
gree of Odd Fellowship and of the Court 
of Honor, and he was formerly president of 
the retail clerks' union. He is now inter- 
ested in the breeding of thoroughbred poul- 
try. making a specialty of Buff Cochins. 
and is an expert judge of poultry. being at 
the present time secretary of the Illinois 
State Poultry Association. His life has 
been one of continuous activity, in which 
has been accorded due recognition of labor; 

and to-day he is numbered among the sub- 
stantial citizens of his county. His inter- 
ests are thoroughly identified with those of 
the \vest, and at all times he is ready 
to lend his aid and co-operation to any 
movement calculated to benefit this section 
of the country or advance its wonderful 
development. 

A * , , 

J. STEELE . C-\THER?VOOD. 

James Steele Cathern-ood, a well knoll-11 
broker and real estate dealer of Hoopeston, 
was born in. BeImont county, Ohio, Xpril 
12. 1845, a son of James and Lydia (Tus- 
sey) Catherwood. The father mas a native' 
of Ireland and the mother of the state of 
De1a1.c-are. During his boyhood days the 
former came to the United States and here 
learned the trade of a weaver. Later he and 
his wife's brother operated a cotton factory. 
In his early married days he removed from 
t l~c  east to Belrnont county, Ohio. where 
he engaged in merchandising, 11-hile later he 
tunled his attention to farn~ing. His death 
occurred in Guernsey couny, Ohio, in 18 jl, 
\\-hen the subject of this review was only nine 
years old and in 1857 his widow removed 
to Shelby c o ~ ~ n t y  and a f k v a r d  to Christiarl 
county, Illinois. ~vllere she died at  the very 
advanced age of ninety-fotlr years. She was 
the mother of ten children, of \vl~om J. S. 
was the yocngest son. but he had a younger 
sister. 

Mr. Cather\\-ood of this review acquired 
his education in the schools of Ohio and of 
Christian county, Illinois. His early oppor- 
tunities in that direction, however. \\-ere 
limited and his knowledge has largely been 
obtained since he reached his majority. In 
April, 1864. Mr. Catherw-ood enlisted for 
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service in the Union army as a member of 
Company E, One Hundred and Forty-fifth 
Illinois Infantry, with which he served for 
six months, spending most of that time in 
Missouri in @arding commissaries. -\ftel- 
his return he worked upon a farm for two 
years and in the winter of 1866 he -in 
attended school. He  then went to Decatur, 
lIlinois, and continued his studies in the 
vicinity of that city. Subseq~~ently he be- 
came a st~-dent in the Concordsville :\cad- 
ern- at Concords\-ille. Pennsq.11-ania. \\-here 
he remained for a year. He  next entered 
the generzl store of his brother in Old Ston- 
ington. Christian countj-, Illinois. where he 
received his first bilsiness training. but as 
there were indications of failing health he 
went to S3line county, Kansas. which xvas 
then consiclered the "far \vest." This was 
in 1869 and for five years he remained upon 
the plains herding cattle. He owned a ranch 
and herd of .his 011-n and for ti1-0 years he 
was located in Saline county, for one year 
in McPherson county and for t ~ o  years in 
Ellsworth county, meeting with a fair de- 
gree of success until the country became in- 
vo!vcd in the financial panic of 1873-4. 

hIr. Cather\vood then returned to In- 
diallapolis. Jndiana, and entered the emp!o\- 
of his brother as a traveling salesman. He 
cn~ered the territories of Illinois, Indiana 
and Ohio and for three years was upon the 
roac!. 011 the expiration of that period he 
began merchandising on his o~vn acco~~nt at 
Fairfield. a little country crossroad ton-11. 
being a~socjated ~vith L. L. Bennett under the 
firm name of L. L. Bennett & Cornpan:-. 
Thev carried groceries. tlrugs. boots and 
shoes and dry goods. 

It  was in that year. on the 27th of De- 
cember. 1877. that Mr. Cathern-oorl n-as 
united in marriage to Miss Mar>- Hartlvell. 

who later became distinguished as an au- 
thoress of marked ability. She is repre- 
sented on another page of this n-ork. The 
marriage took place at the home of his 
brother. -4. T. Cathemood, west of Hoopes- 
ton. For a time our subject and his bride 
1i1-ed in sotne rooms above his store, spend- 
ing about two years there. Mr. Cathenwxxi 
thec sold out to his partner and went to In- 
dianapolis. ~vhere he \\-as engaged in the gro- 
cery business until October, 1S8a. He then 
again sold out and came to Hoopeston. 
Here he entered the employ of his brother, 
-A. T. Cathern-ood. as a bookkeeper. a rela- 
tion t!?at n-as maintained until -April, 158 j, 
when James Steele Cathem-oocl was ap- 
pointed postmaster at Hoopeston by Grover 
Cleveland. succeeding Dale \l'allace, who is 
no\\ his partner. Mr. Cather~vood occupied 
that position until July. 1889. \\-hen he was 
succeeded 1):- Charles \I7. 11-arner. While 
actirlg as postmaster he formed a partnership 
11-it11 Charles --I. -illen in the loan, insurance 
and collecting business and together they 
continued operations until May. I 890. cov- 
ering a period of four years. lIThen this 
partnership was dissolved Mr. Catherwood 
entered into partnership relations with Dale 
\\-allace and they ha-e since been thus con- 
nectetl. The firm does a general insurance, 
loan and land brokerage business. They 
have disposed of a number of additions to  
Hoopeston and have done the leading real 
estate business of the to\]-11 for the past 
twelve years. To-day their real estate in 
this city is I-aluable. In Februac. 1888. the 
Sort11 1-er~nilion Loan & Sal-ings ,issocia- 
tion \\-as formed and Mr. Cathern-ood was 
chosen its secretary, in 1vhich position he has 
servetl continuously since. covering a period 
of fifteen consecuti.i-e years. He  and his wife 
onnet1 a farm of fonr hundred acres in Iro- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



- 208 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

quois county and one hundred and sisty 
acres of land in Grant township, Vermilion 
county. 

Unto Mr. and Xrs. Catl~envood were 
born two children, a son, who died in in- 
fancy, and Hazel, who is now an art student 
in Chicago. Mrs. Cathertvood died Decern- 
ber 26. 1y3, and lvas laid to rest in Floral 
Hill cemetery. Ear twenty-one years James 
Steele Catherwood has been a resident of 
Hoopeston and gradually he has advanced 
to a prominent position in business circles. 

MRS. 34-4liY HARTIVELL CATHER- 
IVOOD. 

Beauty is nature's language. I t  finds ex- 
pression in earth and sky, in the towering 
mountain, the boundless prairies, the ever- 
changing sea or the tiny flower which grows 
in crannied' ~vall, and above all in the char- 
acter development of man, when the soul 
speaks through its environment in an ex- 
pression of eternal principles. Well may 
art be accorded the highest place among the 
works of man when it reproduces in any 
form this language of nature, whether upon 
the canvas, in the marble or through the pen 
pictures which perhaps more clearly than 
any other art forms perpetuate the good and 
the beautiful. The world's debt of gratitude 
can never be paid to those great souls who 
in story and song have presented with gr&t 
clearness the beauty of life in its personifi- 
cation of our highest ideals, giving us an in- 
spiration for good which is as the "echoes 
that roll from soul to soul, and grow for- 
ever and forever." A brave-hearted girl, 
whose beauty and purity of soul blossomed 
into the highest type of womanhood, Mary 
Hartwell Cathenvood left to the world a 

rich legacy in her literary productions and 
Hoopeston, -which for some years claimed 
her as a resident, will ever honor and vher- 
ish her memory. She was born in Luray, 
Ohio, December 16, 1847, but in 1856 ac- 
companied her parents to Pvlilford, Illinois. 
Perhaps her life story has been best told in 
the words of Dale Wallace. who read the 
following sketch at a banquet of the Mary 
Hartwell Catherwood Club of Hoopeston, 
on which occasion Mrs. Cathenvood was 
present. He said: 

"Dr. Hartwell was an anlbitious young 
man. He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry and 
possessed the fine intellect and hardy phys- 
ique of the rugged pioneers of the west. 
Married quite young, even before he fin- 
ished his course in college, he and his still 
younger wiie and the babies migrated from 
the red hills of Ohio to the black loam of Ill& 
nois, locating in the old village of hlliliord 
and living in the little brick house about a 
block north of the old mill. Here he prac- 
ticed his profession and gave the children the 
benefits of the limited school facilities then 
in vogue. There- was inuck nlalaria and 
fevers unliniited in those early clays ancl the 
young doctor was over~vorked. Then he Airas 
himself stricken with the prevailing mal- 
ady, and after a brave struggle, passed be- 
yond. During the year follon-ing. the 
youngest child of the family-Marcus- 
was born. Rut the niother, so \\iholly de- 
pendent upon the strong arm and directing 
intellect of her husband, seeing nothing 
ahead but discouragenlent ancl possible des- 
titution, ,grieved herself into the grave a 
year later. leaving three helpless bairns de- 
uendent upon the generosity of friends. 

"Poverty develops genius. Wealth be- 
gets indolence. Show lne the child born 
with a silver spoon in the mouth and I will 
show you a creature of ease, and laxity and 
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languor. There are few exceptions to this 
rule. Ambition is deadened and energy is 

. not required. If Mary Hartwell's father 
had left her in an independent financial con- 
dition, the world might have been deprived 
of her splendid genius. 

''14t ten she was given a home and taken 
in charge by her grandfather Thompson at 
New Hebron, Ohio, and placed in the vil- 
lage schools. -At fourteen she was teach- 
ing, being throu-11 upon her own resources 
to obtain proper clothing and to prepare the 

- way for entrance into the female college at 
Granville. Ohio, ivhere she coillpletecl a four 
years' corlrse in three years. She retired 
from that institution eight hundred dollars 
in debt. Her uncle, Cyrus Hartwell, hear- 
ing of this, agreed that if she would pay the 
debt in four years hy her own efforts, he 
11-ould make her a present of five hu~ldred 
dollars. She did it-so did he. 

"IVhi~e still a little girl in pinafores and 
pigtails dolvn her back, she contributed 
poems to the local papers of New Hebron. 
She loved the ~vild and weird in nature and 
often roamed in the \voods alone to dream. 
Like Joan d' -Arc, she ~vould hear voices and 
songs ant1 rippling laughter ancl the verses 
~vould conle to her \\~ithout effort. An eld- 
erly gentleman of rare perception, remarked 
that 11-hile her poems were very beautiful, 
her field iaj- in prose story telling, and ad- 
vised her to try it. she began 'seeing 
things' as Riley says. The ambitious in>- 
planted in her being by the elder Hartwell 
took entire possession of her ancl the future 
unrolled before her. She foreshado~ved her 
destiny. She believed her career hacl been 
unl-eiled. If vigor and rim, tireless enera?, 
unceasing perseverance. economy and pri- 
vations would enable her to lvin, the in- 
domitahle deterniination had her within its 
grasp, and she started on the voyage de- 

termined to never cease until she had reached 
the goal. Did she win, my friends? Did 
the little 11onieIess orphan, who mastered a 
four years' course in college in three years 
by working nights, Saturdays and holidays 
-did she win? I say to you that Mary 
Hart~vell Cather~vood's name \\-ill be em- 
blazoned in glittering gold on the scroll of1 
fame long after you and I are dead and for- 
gotten. 

"She wrote a short serial for Frank Les- 
lie-'The 31 ill-Scott AIillion'. and received 
her first check. Oh. the joy of that first 
check ! The happiness \\-rapped up in that 
first commercial recognition of her brain 
work was far and aivay 1)eyond the size of 
the check. 'The ne\v rihl>on it \\-ould buy, 
and go~vns. ant1 l>rooches. antl the many lit- 
tle gim-cracks antl lurbelo\vs that girls love 
to ~vear. She n-as saved. The die Ivas cast. 
She journe~-etl out into the 11-oods to hold 
sweet communion lvith her very own self, 
and to tell the good news to the birds. the 
trees. antl the fo~vers and to the voices in the 
air, ant1 the spirits of her departed parents. 
-Ant1 she (Ireanlet1 of the clay \vliei~ Mary 
I-Tart\vell ~voultl have a \vhole library of 
books all of her o\vn con~position. \lVasn't 
that a ray of s~mshine througl~ the rift in 
the cloutls that I~atl hovered over her from 
the clay of her n~other's death? Then she 
began co~itributing to the lesser magazines 
-1,ippincott. \\'ide rl\vake. Golden Hours, 
I\-ootl's Household. 1-outh's Companion- 
all short stories. The \Vide -Awake Com- 
pany published four of her juveniles that 
met with itninediate pol>tllarity and have 
since become classics. Then she was re- 
quested to contribute to a magazine called 
'Outing'. She demanded a deposit of 
twenty-five clollars in advance. which was 
cheerfully con;plied with. She forwarded 
the story and in due course i t  was returned, 
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scratched, interlined and obliterated, with a 
request to nlake some alterations. The de- 
mand was unjust and she knew it. But her 
carefully prepared manuscript was practi- 
cally mined. She refused to comply with 
their - demand and also retained the retainer, 
which was entirely satisfactory to the p u b  
lishers. Some time later they requested her 
to submit them another, and this one, prov- 
ing exactly, in harmony with their ideas 
they accepted and remitted promptly, but de- 
ducted the twenty-five dollars which they 
had advanced on the other article. Then 
there was an earthquake. But it was not 
destructive. 

"-As Mrs. Catherwood is present this 
evening I feel perfectly safe in announcing 
that she was born in 18-47. Thirty years 
later she was married in the house on the 
Perkins farm, northwest of this city. Then 
a fav years later came her baby boy, who 
remained to bless the union but a moment, 
then passed on to the higher life. It was 
during this period of sorrow following that 
she conceived 'The Romance of Dollard.' in 
the preparation of which she lived for a time 
in Canada, and was about three years in get- 
ting it ready for the publishers. I doubt if 
there is a person in this audience who kno \~s  
that the publishers to whom she first sub- 
mitted that beautiful historical romance cle- 
clined it, but such is the fact. Harpers re- 
turned it. It was then for the first time that 
Mrs. Catherwood faltered by the wayside. 
Her heart was cracking and breaking up into 
bits. and she was thoroughly discouraged. 
And it was here that her husband came in 
with one of his beautiful songs: 'Never 
Give Up the Ship, Mary,' and said 'Go d o \ ~ n  
to New York and beard the lion in his den,' 
and in a few days she was in the office of the 
Century, proud, independent and defiant, but 
quaking inwardly. She submitted the work 

-- - -- 

to Mr. Gilder, the editor, 11-ho inquired as 
to the nature of it. 'It is a serial-an his- 
tdrical romance.' 'Iliy dear madam.' es- 
cialrned the kind old man, 'don't you know 
that we can't use that class of work here in 
he\\: York?' She arose, and there was the 
smell of burning tow somenrhere about the 
premises. 'Mr. Gilder. will you do me the 
Iavor of reading that manuscr iyt 'r' 'I will 
send it out to our regular reader and when 
it is returned then I will read it. But there 
is just as much chance of your being struck 
by lightning as there is of our acceptance of 
your work and publication as you desire it. 
-1s it \\-ill be several clays before we can give 
you a reply, you need not be to the trouble . . 
and expense of renlalnlng in New York. 
Leave me your address and I will write you.' 

"Richard Miatson Gilder had been up 
against propositions of various kinds in his 
long experience in the publishing b~~siness, 
but he dicl not know Mrs. Catl~er~voocl. 

" 'I will remain in Sen- York. Mr. Gilder, 
until you accept or reject that work.' 

"A few days later Mr. Gilder notified 
Mrs. Catherwood that lightning had 
struck. to call at the o6ce and get her check. 

"That publication elevated her into a 
coilspicuo~~s position among the literary peo- 
ple of the Lnited States. and the demand 
ul~on her pen from all the leading publish- 
ing ]louses was so great she was unable to 
o~:iy partially meet it. She was called the 
Parkman of the 11-est and as Francis Park- 
rran was the illost famous historical writer 
and romancer of the past generation, no 
greater compliment could hare been be- 
stowed upon her. She received a personal 
letter of congratulation from that eminent 
man. complimenting her accuracy of detail 
ancl correctness of data. and expressing a 
11-ish to make her acquaintance. 'It is so 
rare,' he remarked. 'in our iatter day- his- 
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torical romznces to find the historical facts 
so accurately portrayed'. This was one of 
hlrs. Catherwood's most conspicuous char- 
acteristics. Her descriptions are perfect 
and from nat~~re .  Her facts are derived 
from personal observation and contact. Her 
characters, with few exceptions, are real. 
W e  all love history and when we can have it 
interspersed with facinating romance xve 
love it all the more. She loved to risit the 
ruins of the forgotten past and live over 
again in her imagination the tragedies and 
comedies enacted there. If there was an old 
hermit to be found in the vicinity-Indian, 
Frenchman, Englishman or American-she 
would spend hours with him, pulling his- 
torical chestnuts out of the coals mith the 
tongs of his retentive memory, -And thus 
she broadened into the field which she has 
occupied for two decades without a success- 
ful rival. 

i 6 Seventeen years ago this' night, Mrs. 
President. the subject of this sketch was 
blessed by the arrival of a daughter, and 
Hazel has indeed proven a blessed comfort 
to her mother. ilie are celebrating the an- 
iiiversary of that happy event. Cheerful- 
ness. ambition. energy, determination. all 
came rushing back to her upon the advent of 
the little sunbeam. -1ncl then follo~ved in 
due course sorne of the most remarkable pro- 
ductions of l~istorical remance in the 1v11ole 
scope and range of ,\merican literature. 

"Did you know that Mrs. Cathenvood 

out a blemish. Lazarre is the last and great- 
est and brightest of the whole galaxy. It is 
the climax of her career. She may write an- 
other as ,pod, h t  none better. 

"Those of us who knew her best mill re- 
member her not only for her literary attain- 
ments, but also for her home accomplish- 
ments. -4s a ~ n f e ,  as a mother, as a neigh- 
bor, she was an exemplary character. There 
was no envy there, no jealousies, no bick- 
ering~. Because of her great renown as a 
gifted author, we feel honored to have been 
classed among her intimate friends. - h d  
our babies a few years ago. who were her 
'Rosebuds' in the Sundaj--school will some 
day be proud of that distinction. 

"It required a struggle for Mary Hart- 
well Catl~erwood to give up her home and 
sever the friendly ties of this city. She was 
married here. her children were born here, 
alld her little boy sleeps in Floral Hill. She 
lovecl the people, she loved the town, she 
loved the country. But she in early life 
mapped out her career, and she felt that she 
had not yet reached the zenith, and could not 
with the limited resources at her demand. 
So she resol\red. very reluctantly. to leave 
us for a rime and climb the heights of fame. 
She is almost at the top, and whei~ she 
reaches the summit she will come back to us 
and \\-hen she coilles \\-e will all estend to 
her the glad hand and cordial greeting of 
true friends. 

in her earlier career contributed columns and '.In all my arovlld this of care, 

columns of stories to rarioLls pLlblicatioll~ In all m r  griefs-and God has given my share- 
I still have hopes my latest hours to crown. 

under a nom de plume? Do any of you re- -%midst these humble box'rs to  lay me down: 
T o  h u s ~ h n d  out lifes taper at the close. 

nlember reading short fiction sketches writ- ~ , d  keep the flame from ,\-asting, by repose. 
ten lly one 'Lel\-trall ?'- the name Hart\\-el] 1 still h a w  hopes. for pride attends US still, 

-4midst the friends to show my book-leam'd skill; 
spelled backward? Did you ever read the Around my fire an evening group to draw. 

llorel '-1 \j-onlan in r\rlnor ?. j,irs. Cather- -4nd tell of all I felt. and all I saw: 
And. as a hare. whom hound and horns pursue. 

\rood is not at all proud of that work. But Pants to the place from whence at first she flm, 
I still have hopes. my long vexations past. 

from Tol~ty to I,azarre, the record is mith- H,, t, r,tum--and died at hame at last: 
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The little maiden reared in a back- 
woods district had attained national fame, 
but more than that she had- won love in 
countless homes throughout the country. 
Her f r iqds  were among the most distin- 
guished literary people of the country, drawn 
to her by the kindest spirit of genius and 
congeniality, and when. she passed away in 
Chicago, December 26, I 902, the news of, 
her demise was received as that of a dear 
friend by thousands throughout the United 
States. James \LThitcornb Riley had the 
highest appreciation for her work and said 
that her death .to his mind was a distinct loss 
to the fraternity of letters. He spoke of her 
as being conspicuous far her industry, sin- 
cerity and conscience. He  sent his floral 
tribute when death called her as did the 
Bowen-Merrill Publisling Company of In- 
dianapolis, Otis Skinner, who is now play- 
ing the dramatization of her Lazarre; and 
many others of note, together with countless 
friends from her home town. Her life work 
is ended, but Mary Hartwell Cathenvooil 
has joined "that choir invisible who live 
again in lives made better by their presence." 

THOMAS HUGHES. 

Thomas Hughes is a well known and 
prosperous farmer residing on section 15, 
Vance township, Vermilion county, Illinois. 
In his life he exemplified the typical "self- 
made man," for all that he has acquired has 
been secured through his own industrious 
efforts. He  was born in Westmoreland 
coucty, Yerinsylvania, February 28, I 8 j I ,  

and is a son of John and Lydia (Musick) 
Hughes, both natives of Pennsylvania, where 
they were reared and married. The father 
engaged in coal mmining and followed that oc- 

cupation for twenty-five years. In 1856 they 
removed to Indiana, and in 1866 came to 
Vance township, Vermilion county, Illinois, 
making their home with the subject of this 
review who had come to -Vermilion county 
in 1564. John Hughes was a member of the 
English Lutheran church and his wife was 
for many years a member of the Ger- 
man 1.athera.n church. He was a Democrat 
in his political views but always declined 
to accept office. The -father died in 1871, and 
the mother, surviving him for seven years, 
passed away in rS7S. In their family were 
ten children, nine of whoin grew to years of 
maturity and four are still living, narne- 
ly: John, who is a resident of Concordia, 
Kansas ; Thomas, of this review ; Mary, the 
wife of James A. Burk, who lives at Bement, 
Illinois, and is a brother of the wife of our 
subject; ,and Lydia, xvlio resides in Fair- 
mount, Illinois. 

Thomas Hughes had but limited edu- 
cational privileges. H e  was only able to at- 
tend school for three months, which was all 
the schooling he ever received. This was 
a suhscription school, conducted in a small 
frame schoolhouse in Ramsay Grove. His 
father was not a man of means, and having 
a large family of cl~ildren he could not pro- 
vide them with the educational advantages 
he would have liked. When the subject of 
this review was only ten years of age his. fa- 
ther put him out to work, where he received 
his hoard and clothes until he was fourteen 
years of age. He then obtained employment 
as a farm hand at tu-o dollars per month and 
board. After this his salary was increased 
to three dollars and four dollars per month 
respectively, until he was seventeen years of 
age. His father considered that he was 
rather extravagant in the way he spent his 
c r large salary" of four dollars per month. 
Accordingly he hired him out to a farmer 
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for thirty dollars for six months' service or politics was a Democrat. Mrs. Hughes was 
five dollars per month, and of this the father one of a family of eight children, four of 
received one-half. Mr. Hugl~es worked ti-horn are still living, as follo~vs: John, 
hard, doing his full share of the work, Sallie, Charity, the wife of William Irvin, 
su-inging a cradle side by side with full and Mrs. Iliilson, all residents of Westmore- 
grown men and working in the harvest field land county, Pennsylvania. Cnto Mr. 
all day long. Later he concluded to change H~zgiles and his. wife were born two chil- 
his occupation and learn a trade, becoming dren : John, born December 37, 1853, mar- 
apprenticed to a carpenter, but when work- ried Mary Jester, February 8, 1.581, and 
ing on the tall buildings he became dizzy and died in October, 1899. His \\-idow is now 
gave up that occupation. He then worked living in Catlin township, Vermilion county, 
with his father in the coal mines during one with their only child, Pearl. Jades, born 
winter and in the spring became apprenticed December IS, 1856, was married Nowern- 
to a blacksmith, with ~vliom he made a con- her 12, 1884, to Miss Effie Rice, and they 
tract to work for three and one-half years, hal-e one child, Earl. He is a painter by 
and in compensation for his services he was trade and they make their horne.in Danville. 
to recei-ire his board and clothing and at the ,After his marriage Mr. .Hughes removed 
end .of the time 11e was to receive a suit of to a small ton-n in Pennsq-lvania, near where 
clothes besides three months' schooling. He there were some estensil-e coal mines. Here 
labored hard in this position for three years, he opened up a shop and began housekeep- 
often working until twelve o'clock at night, ing in a miner's shanty. He had not a dol- 
shoeing horses and performing other duties. lar in the \I-orld but he possessed energy and 
During that time he did not receive one dol- determination and I\-it11 the assistance .of a 
lar, scarcely presentable clothing and his friend he was enabled to buy his tools and 
board. He then worked for three ~noiiths furnish his home, going in debt to the ex- 
for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, tent of two !~undred dollars. 11-ithin a year 
after which he returned to his former em- he paid off this indebtedness besides earning 
ployer, working for him for six months and his living, and at the end of three years he 
receiving a salary of eleven dollars per had cleared five l~undred dollars. He then 
month. He next entered the employ of con- remo~ed to Parke county! Indiana, and 
tractors who were constructing a large dam. opened a similar shop for himself. There he 
He made the iron work for this and received renlained for nine years, during which time 
eighteen dollars per nlonth for his services. 
This was the heaviest kind of labor. 

On the 11th of Noveili?xr, 1852, in 
\Vestmoreland county, Pennsq-lvania, Mr. 
Hughes was united in marriage to hliss 
Martha J. Sanders, who was born May 16. 
1837, and di&l-Marcl~ 17, 18;s. She was a 
daughter of Abraham and hlary (Robin- 
son) Sanders, who were married in Penn- 
sylvania, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. .Her father was a laborer and in 

he was called upon to mourn the loss of his 
~viie. whose death occurred 1Iarch 17, 1Sj8. 

On the 14th of A~zps t .  ~ S j g .  31r. 
Hughes was again married. the lady of his 
choice being Miss Sancy I-. Eilrks, the wed- 
cling taking place in Parke countl;. Indiana. 
She was born March 16, 1830. in that state 
and is a daughter of lloses and Louisa (Van 
Clew) Burks. both of whom n-ere natives 
of Kentucky. The father was born October 
17. 3802, and died Februar>- 21. 181-8. The 
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mother's birth occurred December 13, 1802, 
- and she died about 1896. This couple were 

mamed in Kentucky in I 82 j. Mr. Burks 
was a farmer by occupation and removed to 
Parke county, Indiana, in the '30s. There he 
entered land and lived until his death. He 
was a member and an officer of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church and in politics was a 
Rep~~blican. H e  was the father of eleven 
children, four of whom are yet living: 
James -I., a resident of Bernent, Illinois ; 
Nancy, the wife of our subject; Louisa J., 
the widow of Alex Breckenridge and a resi- 
dent of Putnam county, Indiana, and Moses 
R., of Parke county, Indiana. 

By his second marriage Mr. Hughes has 
six children. George, horn March I I, 1861, 
was married December 30, 1886, to Dora 
Parish. They have two children, Charles 
A. Cora, and reside in Vance township 
on the old homestead f z m .  William B., 
born July 22, 1863, was married February 
18, 1890, to -Fanny Garners, and also re- 
sides on the old home farm. He is traveling 
representative of the Modern Woodmen. 
Mary L., born July 24, 1868, died Novem- 
ber I,  1869. Charles &I., born September 
13, 1866, died June 18, 1894. An infant 
boy was born and died on the 7th day of 
March, 1865. &An infant daughter was born 
and died on the 23d of June, 1870. Mrs. 
Hughes also has a daughter by her first mar- 
riage, Margery X., who was born ,April 29, 
1848, ~ m d  was married December 24, 1874, 
to Robert McNott. She died June 3, 1896, 
and was the mother of six children. two of 
whom, Earry and Nellie, are still living. 

In July, 1862, Mr. Eiughes enlisted for 
sixty days' service in the Union arm!-, join- 
i ~ g  Company D of the Seventy-eighth Vol- 
unteer Infantry. He took part in the battle 
of Unionton-n, Kentucky, and was stationed 
on the bopder line between Kentucky and In- 

diana. He and his company were captured 
by the Rebels, but they were soon p'aroled. 
His service embraced forty-five days. 

In 1864, Mr. Hughes brought his family 
to Vermilion colinty, Illinois, where he pur- 
chased eighty acres of land at eight dollars 
per acre. This was prairie land, unim- 
proved and wild. But few settlers were in 
the county at the time and wild game was 
plentiful, including prairie-chickens, geese, 
ducks and deer. The prairie 11-olves were 
also numerous and often howled at  night 
near the pioneer home. Fairmount was then 
a town consisting of me-half dozen houses 
and three stores. Mr. Hughes erected a 
comfortable frame house of three rooms- 
the finest and largest in the vicinity, in 1864. 
In 1865 he purchased an additional eighty 
acres adjoining his original purchase, at fif- 
teen dollars per acre, giving his note in se- 
curity for payment. This land he cultivated 
and improved, making additional purchases 
as the years passed and he accumulated the 
capiral, until he is now the owner of two 
hundred and ninety acres in 'l'ance and Cat- 
lin townships. His residence stands on sec- 
tion 15, Vance township. IIis home is com- 
modious, pleasant and attractive in appear- 
ancc, and he has on his place large and sub- 
stantial b a n s  and all necessary b~lildings. 
He also onns city property in Marshall, 
Illinois. Mr. Hughes is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of Jamaica, be- 
ing a trustee, steward and district ste~vard in 
the same. He is a pronlinent Republican 
and has been associated wit11 the party since 
1856, the year of its organization. Before 
that he was a \\;big. He has held some of 
the ofices in his township. -1 man of genial 
manner. a delightful coinpailioil and a true 
friend. he has \\-on the esteem and regard of 
all with whom he has been associated. The 
sterling characteristics which he possesses 
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have won for him success and prominence 
and he is justly accounted one of the sub- 
stantial and wealthy men of Vermilion 
cotmty. 

A A , *T 

ALBERT G. OLMSTED. 

-4lbert G. Olmsted, \\-hose connection 
with pioneer interests in Vermilion county 
has made his life record a part of the his- 
tory of this section of the state, \\-as born 
October 14, 1831, in the vicinity of James- 

' town, Chautauqua county, Xew York. H e  
is descended from Puritan ancestry, his 
forefathers having been numbered among 
the early residents of New England. Later 
generations of the family became pioneers 
of Vermilion county, Illinois, the grand- 
parents and parents of our subject spend- 
ing much of their lives here. The Olmsted 
family purchased a Mexican land wqrrant 
in the early days for one hundred and twen- 
ty-five dollars, and for this amount secured 
one hundred and sixty acres of unbroken 
land, which, ho\vever, they never improved. 
Later owing to the rise in land valnes they 
sold it for one thousand dollars. George 
and Hannah (Roberts) Olmstecl. the' 
grandparents of orIr subject, were 11atives 
of New England, and in 1839 they emi- 
grated from their Ohio home to Illinois. 
with the father of our subject. the grand- 
father dying in this county tu-o years later. 
His widow did not long survive him. pass- 
ing away in September, 1843. Their son. 
Stanley Olmsted. the father of our subject, 
~ v a s  born in Hartforcl, Connecticut, and 
was reared amid the wild scenes of pioneer 
life both in the Buckeye state and in the 
Prairie state. After reaching years of ma- 
turity he wedded -4lmira Green. a native 

10 

of Vermont and they began their domestic 
life upon a farm near Jarnestown, Chaw 
tauqua county, Xew York, where his father 
carried on agricultural pursuits for several 
years, developing a farm in the midst of 
the primeval forest in that section of the 
country. He subsepuently removed from 
there with his fanlily to Marietta, IIrash- 
ington county. Ohio, but when fi\-e years 
had passed he again started upon his \vest- 
ward way and in 1839 came to Vermilion 
county, making the journey down the Ohio 
river and up the 11-abash river to Perrys- 
ville, whence he \salt to \\-hat is now hcown 
as Batesto\\-11. He settled in that vicinity 
among the pioneers of 2 new district. For 
some time he operated what 11-as known as 
the Olmsted sa~vnlill and in addition t o  
manufacturing lumber he engaged in build- 
ing flatboats. That \\-as the only tllill where 
such boats were built ancl he turned out 
more than any other man in this section of 
the country. He became prominent and in- 
fluential in public affairs ant1 was a member 
of the llasonic fraternity. His death. 
which occurred in IS&, robbed the com- 
munity of a valued citizen. IVhen ten 
years had passed his \\-idon. became the wife 
of Thomas 'lV. Douglass. She has lived 
an earnest Christian life, being a devout 
member of the Presbyterian church. 

Of the ten children born unto Stanley 
Olmsted and his wife. -Albert G. Olmsted 
was the second in order of birth. H e  \\-as 
but eight !-ears of age at the time of the 
emigration of the family to Vermilion 
county and he pursued his education in a 
log schoolh~use. furnished with slab 
benches ant1 an immense fire place. An 
entire log u-ould be hauled into the school- 
room and laid across the fire and as the 
middle portion was burned it \\-as pushed 
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over into the embers until it was entirely 
consumed. The greater part of his boy- 
hood was passed in Danville and Catlin 
townships. He can 'remember hot\- in his 
early days, before the introduction of 
matches, fires were started by striking flint 
together until th,e sparks ignited tow which 
was furnished for that purpose, and often 
when these necessaries were not to be had 
the neighbors would borrow from each 
other. All cooking was done in the old 
fire place, pots and kettles hanging from 
the crane while the baking was done in a 
skillet placed among the coals. The young 
girls went barefooted to and from church 
services. only wearing their shoes during- 
the time of meeting, thus practicing econo- 
my, \~-hich was an important element in 
that pioneer period. On one occasion Mr. 
Olnlsted drove an ox-cart to church. his 
grandmother and mother riding in the cart 
while he walked beside it ~1-it11 pants rolled 
up to keep out of the dirt of the road. Camp 
meetings were frequently helcl in the for- 
ests, candles being fastened to the bushes to 
provide light. Mr. Olmsted was about sex-- 
enteen years of age when his father died. 
He never lived in anything but a log house 
until the second summer after his marriage. 
After his father's death the support of the 
family largely devolved upon him. He 
rented land and began farming, his first 
plow having a wooden mold board. To  
cultivate grain he used a single shove1 plo~v 
and single rope line, leather harness being 
not then in general use. He  cut grain with 
a cradle and when he ~ v a s  blowing the lady 
who became his wife, then a maiden of sis- 
teen years, dropped corn for him in the fur- 
rows, never thinking then of the marriage 
which was afterward to take place. Mr. 
Olmsted has seen many changes made in 

the machinery and farm in~pleillents and 
has ah-ays kept in touch wit11 the general 
progress. 

011 the 22d of J L I ~ ~ ,  1Qj5, 1%-as celebrated 
the marriage of -4Ikrt G. Olmsted and 
Elizabeth ,inn 1Vright. 11-110 \\-as born i r i  
this county, September aa. 1832. a <laughter 
of Thomas S. and Mary I;ro\\-11 (San- 
dusky) IVright. 1~110 were natives of this 
part of the  count^-. Mrs. Olmsted \\-as 
born on the old homesteacl 11-liich non- be- 
longs to our subject, it having foril~erly 
been the property of her parents. She \\-as 
a splendid housekeeper and a most eiler- 
getic I\-oman. She spun and coloretl the 
yarn and made illost of the clothing for the 
family and MI-. Olnlstecl has in his posses- 
sion two beautiful cluilts for ~v11ich she spun 
ancl colored the .>-aril in 18;s. Hers was 
also a hospitable home ant1 the stranger 
\\-as aln-ays \velcome there. Her parents 
n-ere natives of Bourbon county. Kel~tucky. 
and when her father was nineteen years of 
age and her mother t\\-enty they came to 
Vermilion county. Illinois. and n-ere mar- 
ried s is  n-eeks later. in 1531. near Ttltlian- 
ola. in~r~~ediatell; afterward settling on a 
farm \\-hicl~ is no\v the property of Mr. 
Olmsted. There Mr. Il'right built a iog 
cabin. His lvife died &'lay 31. IS 51. leav- 
ing five children of 11-horn Mrs. O!mstetl 
\\-as the eldest. Mr. IVright aftern-ard 
nlarried Kancy Dougkerty and he died So -  
vember IS. 1572. on the old homestead 
n-hiclt he developed from a 11-ilcl prairie. It 
\\-as upon this same farm that five children 
were born unto our subject ant1 his wife: 
Man- B.. nou- the 11-ife of John H. Palnler: 
Charles. 11-110 married -Agnes Emmett, 
11-hose cleat11 occurred November I 7, 1887 : 
U'illiam C.. who illarried Eva Beck : 
George E.. 1\-11o 11-eclded Nora Chan~pion. of 
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Catlin, Illinois; and Albert C., who married qualities endearing her to all with \$-horn she, 
Bessie Davis and is now a bookkeeper in came in contact. She was ever kindly and 
the employ of the Chicago & Eastern Illi- charitable and her good deeds were many. 
nois Railroad. Mr. Oimsted also has eight Mr. Olmsted has long been identSed 
grandchildren. with the Vermilion County- Fair Association 

-liter their marriage the parents located and for seven years he acted as gatekeeper. 
upon a rented farm in Catlin township, He served for two years as a member of the 
\vl-hich was their home for several years and board of supervisors, as school trustee for 
after that Mr. Olmsted purchased a place eleven pears and his incumbency in the office 
in the village of Catlin. He says the first of school director dates back to a period al- 
beds he e\-er saw used were made of a feil- most beyond his memory. He has served 
posts nailed together and the bedding placed as judge of elections for several years and 
upoil them. The houses were built of round has been deeplj: identified lvith the upbuild- 
logs. In these early days he used to haul ing and progress of the county along social, 
corn and pork to river toivns, Attica and material, moral and intellectual lines. He 
other places, and he 1-i-ould go to Lafayette, is a member of the Cumberland Presbyter- 
Indiana, to have his ~vool carded. Danville ian church, of 11-hich he is no\\; sen-ing as a 
was the main trading point in these early trustee and he belongs to Catlin Lodge. So .  
clays and was but a village. Xfter reinov- 285. F. & -1. LI.. in \vhich he has sen-ed as 
ing to Catlin he continued to rent land for master. Politically he is a Democrat and hc 
three years. In 1867, the second year after assistecl in the organization of the militia 
the purchase of the county farm, he was ap- during the call for the draft. The histoq- 
pointed its superintendent and owing to his of Vermilion county is indeed a familiar 
kindness to the inmates and his efficiency one to  him. because o i  his active connection 
he \\;as retained in that position for eigl.lt with many interests ~vllich have contributed 
years, after ~vhich he tendered his resigna- to the general progress and improvement 
tion, desiring to invest in a farm on his o~vn here. froin pioneer tiil~es down to the pres- 
account. He then became the owner of the ent. He 11;l.s so lived that his name is a 
property, ~vhich he no\\- possesses on section s~non\-nl of 1101101- and no man is more de- 
3q Catlin to\vnship. Mrs. Olmsted having sen-ing of respect in this coi11munit~- than -3' 

inherited a portion of this land. 11-hile our .\liretl G. Ohnstetl. 
subject purchased the remainder. He now 
has one of the best improved farms in the 
neighborhood, supplied with goocl substan- 
tial buildings and a splendid farm residence. 
where he and his wife resided happi!? to- 
gether for many years. He then retired to 
Catlin. where he has no\\? resided for nine 
years. Mrs. Olmsted lived to rear and edu- 
cate her family and departed this life July 
26. 1901. She was indeed a devoted and 
loving wife ancl mother, her many excellent 

11-hatever else ma!- be said of the legal 
fraternity. it cannot be denied that members 
of the bar ha\-e been more prominent actors 
in public affairs than any other class of 
American people. The ability and training 
~vhich qualify one to practice law also 
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qualify him in many respects for the duties 
which lie outside the strict path of his pro- 
fession and which touch the general interests 
of society. The subject of this record is a 
man who has brought his keen discrimina- 
tion and thorough wisdom to bear not alone 
in professional paths but for the benefit of 
the community- in which he lives, and he is 
now serving as mayor of Danville and state 
senator from the twenty-second senatorial 
district of the state. 

Mr. Bailey is one of Vermilion county's 
native sons, his birth having occurred in the 
town of Indianola, January 23, 1858. He 
parents were Joseph and Sarah (Brackall) 
Bailey. After attending the public schools 
of Georgetown for some time he entered 
Earlham College, an old Quaker school at 
Richmond, Indiana, and on leaving that in- 
stitution was a student at the State Normal 
School at Normal, Illinois, for a time. In 
1883 he matriculated at Columbia College, 
Washington, D. C., where he was graduated 
in the law department in 1885. The follow- 
ing year took a post-graduate course 
there and was granted the degree of Master 
and Bachelor of Law. 

Prior to taking up the study of law Mr. 
Bai!ey had taught school in Georgetown 
township and also worked on a farm. In 
1879 he went to CoIorado and spent three 
years in the silver mines near Leadvil1e.- On 
his return east he was offered a position in 
the treasury department at Washington, D. 
C., and while there he pursued his law 
stirdies at Columbia College- He began 
practice at Kansas City, Missouri, but only 
remained there a short time, returning to 
Danville on the death of his mother in 1888, 
and soon afterward he opened an office in 
this city. In r889 he again went to Wash- 
ington to accept the position of chief of the 
law division of the pension bureau and 

served in that capacity until 1892, when we 
again find him in Danville. Here he has 
since eng-aged in the practice of his profes- 
sion and has met with most desirable suc- 
cess. 

On the 18th of Januafy, 1899, Mr. 
Bailey n7as united in marriage to Miss Lucy 
Payne, a native of Rock Island, Illinois, and 
one of the four children born to Senator 
Payne and his wife. Her parents were also 
natives of Rock Island. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bailey have one child, Joseph, born Decem- 
ber 6, 1899. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Bxiley 
has taken quite an active and prominent part 
in public affairs, and in 1894 was elected to 
the thirty-ninth general assembly, being a 
member of the lo~ver house for two consecu- 
tive terms. In 1895 he was nominated by 
the Xepublican party for state senator, but 
owing to the supreme court's decision on the 
apportionment bill no vacancy existed. He 
was again nominated, however, in 1900 and 
this time was elected by a good majority. 
Me became quite a prominent and influential 
member of the legislature, and in the thirty- 
ninth and fortieth assen~blies he served on 
the judiciary, building and loan, assessment 
and insurance committees, of which he was 
also a member after entering the senate. He  
took an active interest in the school board 
law, regulating the power of the boards and 
decreasing the cost of text books. He also 
worked hard to get a bill passed reducing 
the rate on railroads from three to two cents 
and prohibiting passes, and took a special 
interest in mining legislation, being instru- 
mental in getting a purer grade of oil to be 
sold to the miners and also a law passed pro- 
viding the wages for labor should be paid in 
cash and thus doing away with the truck 
store system. He also secured the passage 
of the check weighman law, this giving the 
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miners the right to designate the man to 
weigh the coal and thus avoiding disputes 
between them and the operators. Mr. Bailey 
was chairman of the co~nnlittee on mines 
and mining and also the committee on pub- 
lic grounds during the last session. In 
April. 1899, he was elected mayor of Dan- 
rille, and so acceptably did he fill that office 
that he is-as re-elected in IYI. carrying 
every- ward and precinct for the first time in 
the history of the city. and is the present in- 
cumbe~t .  During his administration many 
needed improvements hare been made, in- 
cluding the extension of all the ra~lroad 
lines, and the do~~bling of the sanitary sewer 
system. Never were the reins of city go\-- 
ernnlellt in more capable hands. for he is a 
progressive man, pre-eminently public 
spirited, and all that pertains to the public 
welfare receives his hearty endorsement. 
Socially he is an honored nlenlbr of the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the 
blue lodge and chapter of the llasonic fra- 
ternit!-. the I<n~ghts of Pythias. the Im- 
proved Order of Red Men, the _Ancient Or- 
der of United \\Torkmen, the Fraternal 
Army of America, the Indepenclent Order 
of Odd Fellon-s and the Modern \Voodmen 
of ~Imerica. H e  is deservedly popular. as 
he is affable and co~trteous in manner and 
possesses that essential qualificatio~l to suc- 
cess in public life, that of making friends 
readily and strengthening the ties of all 
friendships as time advances. 

HARVEY C. AD-\MS. 

To .his own unaided efforts may be at- 
tributed whatever success Harvey C. Adams 
has achieved or whatever prominence he has 
attained. He  is yet a young man. but a t  the 
bar he has won a position which would be 

creditable to many an older practitioner. -4 
native of the neighboring state of Indiana, 
his birth occurred in Cass county on the .>d 
of February, 1570, his parents being Lewis 
and Hannah (Schuman) Adarns, both na- 
tives of Ohio. In the state of his nativity 
the father was educated and reared to man- 
hood. After arriving at years of maturity 
he wedded Hannah Schuman. a daughter 
of Christian and Anna (Fall) Schuman. and 
they now reside in Hutsonville, Illinois, 
having l i ~ e d  in or near that place continu- 
ously since 187 j. 

Harvey C. Adams was eight ;ears of 
age when the family took up their abode in 
Hutsonville. and entering the public schools 
there he began his education. He  \\-as af- 
terward for a short time a student in the 
Cnion Christian College at Illerom. In- 
diana. Desiring to broaden his ho\\-ledge 
and realizing ho~v important a factor in the 
affairs of life is education. he has spent 
much time in private reading and study. 
. He pursued the Chautat~qua course. also 
took a course in shorthand in the Sorthem 
Indiana State Normal school at Valparaiso, 
Indiana, and later, while acting as stenog- 
rapher in the office of the firm of Callahan, 
Jones & Howe at Robinson, Illinois. he 
took up the study of law and thus Iaid the 
fo~mdation for his present successful career 
as a member of the bar. H e  was appointed 

the circuit judge of Crawford county, 
Illinois. to the position of court stenograph- 
er. After passing the civil service examina- 
tion he entered the treasury department at 
\\'ashin.@on. D. C.. as stenographer. When 
six ~veeks has passed, during which time he 
gave proof of his business skill, adaptabil- 
ity and personal worth. he \\-as transferred 
to the civil service commission as a stenog- 
rapher. and while thus engaged he took dic- 
tation from Theodore Roosevelt, who was 
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then one of the three civil service cornmis- 
sioners. Through the kindness of Congress- 
m n  Joseph Cannon R4r. -%dams was trans- 
ferred to the postoffice department and this 
gave him an opportunity to pursue his law 
stndies. Every step which he took, every po- 
sition ivhich he filled, was regarded, as but a 
means to an end-that of the practice of 
law. His residence in Liashingto~l covered 
a period of almost three years, trom 1890 
until the 4th of 3,Iarch. 1893. In June, 
1892, he was graduated in the Columbian 
University on the completioi~ of a law 
course. and in Rlarch of the following year 
he resigned his position and returned to Illi- 
nois, seeking- a location as a lawyer. 

In April, 1893, Mr. -\dams came to 
Danville, where for the past ten years he 
has practiced his profession, gaining a 
clientage which is very creditable for one 
so young. He now holds the position of 
secretary to Justice Jacob 1hT. IVilkin of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois. His law prac- 
tice, ~vhich he pursues in addition to his sec- 
retary work, consists maillly of probate bus- 
iness, chancery and the settlement of es- 
tates. 

On the 8th of Sovember, 1892, was 
perfornled the marriage ceremony which 
united the destinies of Harvey C. -4clams 
and Miss Blanch Meserve, a daughter of Dr. 
Stephen Decatur Meserve, of Robinson, Illi- 
nois, and they now have one son. Stephen 
Meserve Adams. The subject of this re- 
view endorses the principles and platform 
of the Rept~blican party and upon that ticket 
he was elected to the office of city alderman 
in 1899 but refused to serve a second term. 
Fraternally he is connected with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, Knights of 
Pythias and the Modern VlToodmen of 

America. From his early boyhood days 
Mr. hdarns has depended entirely upon his 
own resources and efforts for advancement 
along educational, professioi~al and financial 
lines and although he is yet a young man 
his life history proves coi~clusively that prog- 
ress in these directioils may be made through 
strong cleter~nination, honorable purpose 
and laudable ambition. 

ELISHA C. B. FITHIXN. 

"Snccess," said Sapoleon. "clepends 
upon three thi11gs. energy, system ancl per- 
severance." IVith the realization of this 
truth Elisha C. I3. Fitliian has so directed 
his btisiness afiairs that he has prospered in 
his unclertakings and to-clay he is one of the 
most extensive lando\\:ners of Vermilion 
county. He is also one of its pioneer citi- 
zens, for his birth occurred November 8, 
1837, in Danville, when that city was but a 
village. His parents were Dr. IYilliatn and 
Orlethea T. (Berry j m it hi an, who are men- 
tioned elsewllere in this volume. The son 
pursued his early educatioil in a little log 
building called the 13?lliams school, his first 
teacher being a Scotchman named Robin- 
son. H e  %\-as not only a good instructor, 
but he also esemplifiecl his belief in the old 
adage "spare the rod ancl spoil the child." - 
This was a subscription school and the 
teacher "boarded around" in the homes of 
the different pupils. Later Mr. Fithian was 
a student in the White Seminary, a Presby- 
terian institution, where he continued for 
some time, acquiring a good English edu- 
cation. 

After completing his school duties he 
entered the general store of his father in 
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Dan\-ille, rerilaining there for about a year. 
H e  then calne to the fann in Oak\\-ood 
to~vnship, for he believed that the outdoor 
life \ v o ~ ~ l d  prove beileficial to his failing 
health. H e  took charge of his fatller's farm 
of thirty-seven hundred acres. very little of 
~vhich \\-as at that time ucder cultil-ation. 
3Ir. Fithian beg-an breaking the prairie, us- 
ing five o r  six yoke of oxen to a breaking 
plow n-hicl! 11-oultl turn a furrolv of t~venty- 
t u o  inches. H e  broke a thousatltl acres in 
this xay.  but ~ I L I C I I  o i  it had to be g0i:e over 
ngain. often as many as three or four times. 
ior there had 1)een no clitching clone ant1 the 
warin ~vater  \\-oultl again start the prairie 
grasses. Fillally Air. Fithian gave up the 
nttanpt t o  transform into cultivable fields 
the lo\\- lautl ant1 used it as pasture. He 
t~imetl his attention to the stock busiriess 
on an estensive scale. His father u-as a 
large stock illail ant1 he hacl gained 

. knon-le(lge of the business. \Vhen the rail- 
. roacls \\-ere bui!t througll this p o r t i o ~ ~  of the 

state he made shipmeiits of his cattle to 
Chicago. He I-emembers tlistincti\-ely, ho\v- 
ever, the early conclitions of the county 
n-hen there was much game. includ- 
ing prairie chicliens. (lucks. brant ant1 geese. 
There were also large numbers of prairie 
\vol\-es that might be heart1 ho\\-ling at night 
or seen skirri~lg over the country in the clay- 
time. Mr.  Fithian has seen as iltally as 
sixteen deer in a single herd pass through 
his orcl~arcl. At night. if the corn ivas not 
\\-ell fenced. the deer ~voulcl enter the fields 
and eat ancl tramp clo~vn the crop. -As time 
passed, ho\vever. marke<l improvements 
were rnacle ill methocls of agriculture. with 
all of which l l r .  Fithian kept abreast. in 
fact, he has ever been regarded as one of 
the niost progressive agriculturists of this 
part of the state as \\-ell as one of the nlost 
extensive and prosperous lando~vners. 

On the a3d of February, 1865, occurred 
the marriage of Mr. Fithian and Miss Anna 
31. Hayes. a native of -2tllens county. Ohio, 
and a daughter of John and -4claline (Neb- 
lock) Hayes. both of ~ v h o n ~  \\-ere natives 
of I'ennsylvania and \\-ere of Scotch and 
German descent. respectively. Their mar- 
riage nas  celebrated in Ohio and Mr. Hayes 
Ivas a carpenter by trade. Jn 1850. accom- 
panied by his wife and children, he drove 
across the country to Dani-ille in a prairie 
schooner, as the old coi-ered wagons at that 
tit11e \\-ere calletl. The journe!- occtlpied 
t\venty-one (lays and at night the farnily 
cnmpetl t>!- the roadside. -After reaching 
\-errnilion count\- Mr. Hayes spent a fern 
mont!:s in I)an\-iIIe ancl then Iocatecl a half 
mile south of the old to\\-n of Homer. 
(~Ilainl>:~i g-11 county. There he pt~rchased 
lantl u!)oil ~vhich he resided for seven or 
eight years. after 1~11ich he returned to 'C-er- 
milion county. where he lived upon a farm 
a half niile il-om the Fithian homestead, 
his hon?e l>eii~g in Oak~vood to\vnship, 
\\'here he spent his remaining days. There 
his tleath occurretl in 1883 and his wife 
passetl away 01.1 the hoine place in 1894. 
They nere the j~ai-ents of twelve chiltlren, 
of \vhnrn si:i are no\\- living. namely: Mrs. 
l;ithin11 : John. of \-errnilion county: Xrs. 
Etlitli ?.lcC'oj-. of Kansas: \\-illiam. of In- 
tliana : Yrs. L\-dia Cass. of Dan\-ille : and 
Tames. \vhc is also living in this county. 
The marriage of 1Ir. ancl Mrs. Fithian has 
1xen blessed \I it11 five children : Paul H. 
is a practicing physician of Fithian: Lalla 
is at home: Elisha C. B. is li\-ing upon a 
part of his father's farm. and is married to  
Cl~ristiana Illk. by \\-horn he has two chil- 
dren. George \\:illiarn and ,Anna Dorothy; 
John Charles. 11-ho is also upon his father's 
fann. married Sarah Reese and has one son, 
Orion R.: and David itT. i s  a practicing 
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dentist of Rossville. He wedded Jessie 
Fellow. 

Mr. Fithian was made a Mason in 1875 
and belongs to Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, 
F & A. 1 .  His wife is a member of the 
Methodist church and his political support 
is given the Republicans, but while he keeps 
well informed on the issues of the day he 
has never consented to hold office except 
that of school director. He has eleven hun- 
dred acres of valuable land and for some 
years he has been living practically retired, 
having ~en ted  almost all of his land to his 
sons. Mr. Fithian is well informed con- 
cerning the history of Vermilion county 
from an eai-ly epoch in its history. In the 
year 1'834 he had an aunt in Iowa who re- 
turned to Danville on her way to Ohio and 
here she was joined by the mother of our 
subject \vho, taking her baby son with her, 
accompanied the aunt to their old home in 
the Ruckeye state, niaking the entire trip 
on horseback. This fact goes to show what 
the pioneer women of that day were capa- 
ble of. On one occasion Mr. Fithian's fa- 
ther sent by wagon to Ohio for two McCor- 
rnick reapers, which could not then be pur- 
chased in the west. In those early days our 
subject hauled \vheat to Attica. Indiana, 
and if prices were "high7' he cpuld sell for 
forty cents per bushel. Corn brought eight 
and ten cents per bushel and in his boyhood 
Mr. Fithian \vould measure corn from the 
crib in a half bushel measure and would 
pass it through the window to the men on 
the outside. As time passed Mr. Fithian, 
taking his part in the agricultural work of 
the county, became a leader in progress and 
improvement in his line of activity and by 
the capable control of his business interests 
he won splendid success. He has, however, 
never allowed. the accumulation of wealth 
to in any way warp his kindly nature and 

there is no man in the community who en- 
joys to a wider extent the esteem and regard 
of those with whom he was associated. 

WILLIAM M. SILVER. 

I t  would be impossible to give a com- 
plete history of Hoopeston m-ithout mention- 
ing \Villiam 31. Silver, for no resident of 
the town has done so much- for its improve- 
ment as Mr. Silver, who in the line of his 
business affairs has co:ztinually added to the 
city's growth and upbuilding. He is a con- 
tractor and builder and a large part of the 
brick structures in the town stand as monu- 
ments to his enterprise and skill. He enjoys 
a splendid rep~~tation as a representative of 
this department of business activity and is 
a man whose business honor and integrity 
are beyond question. 

Vr. Silver was born in Shelby county, 
Ohio. in the town of Sidney, in 1844. His 
father, Peter Silver, was born in Frank- 
fort, Kentucky, and having arrived at years 
of nlaturity he wedded Mary Benham. of 
Ohio. He, too, was a contractor and build- 
er and died in Hoopeston in 1883, while his 
wife passed away in 1855. They had been 
residents of this place from 1875. and were 
well known people here. They had the fol- 
lowing children: TVilliam M., of this re- 
view : Joseph If., a resident of Leaven\vorth, 
Kansas ; Mrs. Sarah Moi-ris, of Peoria, Tlli- 
nois: Mrs. Abbie Boggs, who is living in 
Warsaw, Indiana: and Mrs. Mary E. Hall, 
of HoopeSton. 

When only about six months old Miill- 
iam 14. Silver of this review was taken by 
his parents to Elkhart county, Indiana, 
where he remained until fifteen years of age, 
during which time he attended school. He 
then went to Kosciusko county, Indiana, 
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and from that place entered the army on 
the 27th of April, 1562, \+-hen only about 
eighteen years of age, joining the Tu-elfth 
Indiana Infantry under the command of 
Captain Samuel Boughton and Colonel ?V. 
H. Link. He was also under Generals Lo- 
gan and Sherman and he served for m o r ~  
than three years but was never n-ounded. 
At Richmond, Kentucky, on the 30th of -iu- 
gust, 1862. he n-as taken prisoner and after- 
ward was paroled and sent to Indianapolis 
to the parole camp, where he remained until 
the 14th of Kovember, of that year. On 
that date he 11-as exchanged and l\-ent to the 
south at once, proceeding to Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, and on to Vicksburg, participating 
in tile siege of that city until its surrerlder. 
Later he went with his cornilland to Chatta- 
nooga and also took part in the battles of 
Missionary Ridge and Knoxville, and later 
I\-ent into winter quarters at Scottsboro, 
Alal>ama. ;It that point he remained until 
the 1st of May. 1864, when the regiment 
started on the &Atlanta campaign. participat- 
ing in many of the hotly contested engage- 
ments u-hich preceded the siege and fall or̂  
the city. IVith his regiment 3lr. Sill-er the;? 
continued with Sl~erman on his celebratetl 
march to the sea and after the surrender of 
Savannah he was in the Carolina campaign 
and continued north~sard to JVashington. D. 
C., his reginlent participating in the grand 
revien-. leading Sherman's army in that cel- 
ebrated military pageant on the aqth of May. 
186;. bIr. Silver was there i~lustered out 
on the 8th of June and received his fiilal 
discharge on the 20th of June folio\\-in?. 
H e  \\-as in twenty-one engagenlents. tal<inx 
part in every battle in which his regiment 
participated with one esception. He 
marched a little inore than six thousan(: 
miles in three years and mas in all of the 

so~lthern states except Texas and Florida. 
During all of this time he made the loi~g 
marches on foot. His military record is a 
most creditable one and he certainly deserves 
the gratitude of the nation for what he ac- 
conlpiished in aiding in the strugde to main- 
tain the Cnion intact. 

-After his return home 31 r. Silver began 
learning the brick layer's trade at \!Tarsam, 
Indiana, beginning that \i-orIi in 1866. He 
remained there four years. During that 
time he was niarried in the month of Feb- 
ruan-. 1866. to Xiss Sarah Bj-bee, who died 
eleven months later. In 1868 he \\-as joined 
in wedlock to Jennie lIcGre\\-, of lVarsan-, 
Indiana. and remol-ed to Elkhart. Indiana, 
\\-here he remained until 1871. In that 
year his second wife died and the two chil- 
dren of that union both passed an-a>- in in- 
fancy. Succeeding- the great fire in Chicago 
in 1871 Silver \sent to that city, where 
he follon-etl his tratle for eighteen months 
alltl the11 came to Lop11 county. Illinois. 
In January. 1873, he was united in marriage 
to Mary- -4. llTeaver. and removed to Rlid- 
(lleto\vi~ and later lived in ~Lincoln, where 
he continued until 1879. the year of his ar- 
rival in EIoopeston. Mr. Silver began con- 
tracting here for brick and stone work and 
still follo~vs his business with splendid suc- 
cess. He has taken contracts for n-ork all 
01-er the eastern part of Illinois and \vestern 
Indiana. In Hoopeston 11e erected the city 
hall, the west side school. the N. Brillhart 
house. ten storeroon~s for J. S. 11cFerren. and 
~vith three exceptions all of the brick store 
buildings in Hoopeston. He  also erected the 
Cunningham House. the Cathenvood resi- 
dence and the additions to  the McFerren 
residence. He built the first building of the 
Union Canning Company and many others 
of the business structures here, his sen-ices 
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.being in constant demand because of his 
thorough understanding of the business and 
his faithfuiness to the terms of a contract 
and his kno17-n reliability in all trade transac- 
tions. 

In  1901, Mr. Silver was called upon to 
mourn the loss of his second wife, who 
passed away in January of that year, leaving 
three l i ~ i n g  children. There mas also one 
child by the first wife, -1bbie J., now the wife 
of N. E. ]Yeaver, of Hoopeston. \vho is as- 
sociatecl \\-it11 her father in the contracting 
business. She has five children. The other 
members of Mr. Silver's family are: Le- 
ona G. ; Nellie. the wife of L. -1. Blakeley, 
a brick layer of Danville; and Harry Clyde, 
at  home. 

In social relations Mr. Silver is promi- 
nent, being a valued member of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. His political 
support is given to the Republican party and 
he is the present member of the city council 
from the thircl ward. Ile  is now serving his 
third tern1 in that position and he filled thr 
position of t o ~ ~ n s h i p  supervisor for one full 
term and for one year of an unexpired term. 
His home is on Market street and he owns 
five tenement houses here. His time and at- 
tention are largely gil-en to his contracting 
and building interests and during the winter 
months he also operates a broom factory 
which adds in a degree to his income. Mr. 
Silver well merits his success. for it has been 
worthily won. H e  found the opportunities 
he sought-which by the way are always 
open to the energetic, ambitious man-and 
making the best of these he has steadily 
ivorked his way upward. H e  possesses 
resolution, perseverance and reliability ancl 
his name is now enrolled among the best 
citizens of Vermilion county. 

ERNST ELANKENBURG. 

Ernst Rlankenburg, t\-l-ho is the leading 
retail dealer in wines, liquors and cigars in 
Danville. was born in Ebers\valdr, Prussia, 
on the 6th of October, 1843. his parents be- 
ing llTilliam and Caroline (Torge) Blanken- 
burg, both of n-1:onl \\-ere natives of Prus- 
sia. The father died in the year 1871, 
\\-hen sisry-nine years of age, and his wife 
passed away in 1874, at the ag-e of sixty- 
two years. They reared a family of nine 
children. In  the '60s they crossetl the -it- 
lantic to the neiv n-orltl, establishing their 
ho121e in Danville. Our subject n-as the 
fourth in orcler of birth in a family of nine 
children, of \vl~om those still living are: 
Gottlieb: -August; Louise. the wife of 
George Rust; and Ernst. Those who have 
passed away are : i l l i a n  Frederick, 
Christian, Lewis ailtI Fei-dinantl. 

I11 the pilblic ailcl private schools of his 
native town ill Prussia Ernst Blankenburg 
purs~led his education. He  has been a res- 
ident of Danville since 1867, coilliilg here 
when a young inall of twenty-four years. 
He  was first enlployecl as a clerk. sen-ing 
in that capacity for three years in the dry- 
goods store of l\'illiam Hessey, after \\-hich 
he established a brewery ~vhich \\-as later 
soicl to John Stein. In 1575 he established 
his present business I\-hich he has now con- 
ducted for inore than t~venty-seven years. 
He  retails wines. liquors and cigars ancl is 
conducting the largest establishment of the 
kind in L3an.i-ille, realizing a handsome and 
gratifying profit from the enterprise. 

In r889 Mr. Blankenbt~rg was united 
in marriage to Miss Mary S. Lee of this 
city and they now have two children, a 
daughter and a son, Edna and Russell. 
They also lost one son, Iierman, who died 
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at the age of three years. Mr. Blankenburg 
is a nlenlber of the Independent Qrder of 
Odd Fello~vs and is secretary of the Dan- 
vilie Socialer Turn Verein. H e  is a gen- 
tleman of aEable manner, genial and cour- 
teous and is a leading German-American 
citizen of Dan\-ille. 

GEORGE T. ' R-IS: 

There is not!ling in this \\-crltl that \\-ill 
take the place of skill full!- tlirected lal~or and 
this fact X r .  Ray 1x1s realized as he has car- 
ried on his life ~vork. It is to his inclustrl; 
and enterprise that he oil-es his place among 
the progressi\-e and substantial farmers of 
Ross to\\-nship. his home being on section 
30. --ln~ong the honoretl pioneer settlers he 
is .likewise numkeretl for he tlates his resi- 
dence in Verrnilioll county from 1835. The 
family is of Gernlan origin. his great-grand- 
father heing a native of Germany. The 
grandfather, George Ray, was born in U~lion 
county, ~et~nsyl rania .  n-hence he renjoved 
to  Ohio, settling near Circle\-ille. in Picka- 
way county. His son, lo1111 Ray. the father 
of our subject. was born at Buffalo Valley, 
Cnion county. Pennsylvania, and \\-as 
reared to matcre years in Ohio, \\-here he 
fornled the acquaintance ancl married Eliza- 
beth Glover. 1vho was like~vise a native of 
the Keystone state. He turned his atten- 
tion t o  farming. ~vhich he ~~~~~~~ed in Pick- 
away county for a number of years and 
in 1831 he came to Illinois. settling in IVill 
couiltq . \\-here he resided until the spring of 
1832 \\-hen he had to take his family to Fort 
Dearborn on account of an Indian uprising. 
Xfter a short time. hen-ever. he made his 
may south%-ard to Vermilion county, In- 

diana, where Ile continued until the Indian 
troubles were settled. He then removed to 
this county in 1833. entering three hundred 
and twentv acres of land in Ross ton-nship, 
located on sections 29 and 30. H e  a t  once 
began to break this. fenced it and in course 
of time de~eloped a good farm. The entire 
conntrJ- aro~md, too, \\-as an almost un- 
1)roken \\-ilderness and in tnle pioneer style 
ihe ixilil;; lived. There the father spent his' 
remaining (la!-s, passing a11-a~ on the 4th 
of March. 1836 His wife long sun-iveti 
him alid \\-as calletl to her final rest Februaq- 
13, 18%. 111 their family \\-ere three sons 
and three (laughters. hut two of the daugh- 
ters are no\s {leceasetl. Those lii-ing are: 
\i7i!liam G.. \vho resides in -Alvin : John. n-ho 
o\\-ns ant1 operates a part of the old home- 
stead: a17tl Sarah .inn. the 11-ife of Jolln 
Hitcheur. a I~lacksn~ith of -\I\-in. 

Il'hen but a small 110~- George Ray be- 
came a resident of \-errnilion county and on 
the old home farm his l>oyhood clays were 
passed -\rni(l the ~ ~ - i ! t l  scenes of the fron- 
tier he sharetl n-it11 the f a~ l~ i lv  in all the hard- 
ships ant1 trials incitlalt to the establishment 
of a 11o113e amitl pioneer surrounclings and 
11-hen his strength ant1 age I\-ould permit he 
assisterl in the work of clearing and develop- 
ing the farm. .-Is a companion and helpmate 
for life's journey he chose 31iss l l a r y  E. 
Hickman. their \\-erlcling being celebrated in 
Catlin to\vnship. 0ctol)er 29. 1863. the lady 
beiny 3 daughter of Hiram Hickman. a na- 
tive of I<ei~tuck~-, \\-110. \\-hen a snlall boy. 
11-ent to Tennessee and afterlvard to Ohio. 
In t!le latter state he married I tar tha -4. 
Allen and subseqt~etltly they removed to Illi- 
nois. settling in Vermilion county about 
1835. 3Irs. Ray was born in Brown county, 
Ohio. \\-as reared in this county, and pursued 

wetown her education here and in the Geor, 
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